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) . ]} N Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
) . o ' 25th July 1876. No. 1,878.

No. 410. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Major-General
G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government,-Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 13th July 1876, No. ?42 S ‘

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of Government, the enclosed®

i papers regarding a fire that occurred at

» Ende;s.ement,I‘: ’o. g?g: d&:c:?d gggll }Iu?; 18”76' ﬂ:fe Cuddapah Station on the North-West

. with enclosures. Line of the Madras Railway on the

morning of the 27th May 1876. 'The fire

broke out in the block of buildings at the south-east end of the Station-house,

consisting of the Station Master’s house, mussaljee’s room, the refreshment room,

butler’s store-room, and the latrine for Europeans. The roofing and woodwork of

the Station Master’s office, of the mussaljee’s room, and of the store-room, with some

; of .the furniture and other contents, were completely destroyed. The damage 1is
estimated at Rupees 1,467.

| - | : | : 2. The facts gathered from the depositions,t especially those of peon Sheik
Fareed and mussaljee David, prove that
| ) ) the origin of the fire was probably due

! to carelessness upon the part of the latter.

+ Copies enclosed.

3. Peon Sheik Fareed’s evidence is to the effect that he was on duty on the
morning in question ; that he saw the Chief Guard of the 3 a.x. Special come to the
\ mussaljee’s room to have his lamp replenished with oil ; that he gave the lamp to
) mussaljee David who, after taking it into his room, brought it back lighted and

returned it to the Guard. That after the departure of the Special, he examined the

mussaljee’s room and found it locked, and saw no light, it being then about 3-15 4.xr. ;

that about 4-30 a.x. he saw light in the eaves of the mussaljee’s room, which being

unusual he looked about for the mussaljee and found him asleep on the platform of

_the station ; that he got him to open the door, and found the room full of smoke and

on fire ; that he then aroused the people about the place and ran to the Station

o Master’s office, and on unlocking it found it full of smoke ; that he was ordered by

< " the Station Master to call porters and to ring’the bell ; and that he afterwards helped
; *  in removing the things from the office.

4. Mussaljee David confirms the above statement in all essential particulars, and
the general tenor of the evidence leaves little doubt that the fire must have originated
from either a wick or a match, supposed to have been extinguished, being thrown on
a flooring already saturated with combustible matter. "

5. The Railway authorities have arrived at the conclusion that the fire was
caused by carelessness on the part of the mussaljee, and he has been dismissed from
the service of the Company.

: 6. After the discovery of the fire, considerable confusion seems to have prev;iled
¥ at the station, and there scems to have been a general want of management and of
proper action. The Superintendent of Watchmen, by*whom the inqin'ry was conducted °
in connection with the Assistant Traffic Manager, arrived at the conclusion that the
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmen't, Public 1V, orks Department, . | ;; ;

| 25th July 1876. No. 1 ' %— /é 4% . .
4 _ 6th July 187 0. 1,878. /4/%4/ &/ 7, &uy
fire might have been extinguished sooner, and the destroyed property saved, if proper 1 , % ‘f . yy

action had been at once taken. Under the circumstances, it may be deemed

that the fire did not reach the main buildings of the Station-house. . 404”70
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From
Lieot.-Coroner J. H. AL
. SHAW STEWART, R.E, :
- . . : ’
‘ . Consulting Engincer Jor Railways, i
To I 1A
. L
Masor-GENERAL G. W, WALKER, R.E,,
“ s Secretary to Government, 3 . 7

4

Pullic TWorks Department,
Fort Saint Geor e,
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