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Pr_oceedi'ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
ﬂ 16tk July 1876. No. 1,790. -

No. 243.  Read the following letter from J. D. B. GRIBBLE, Esq., Acting

Collector of Cuddapah, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madanapully, 21st June
1876, No. 20 :— '

I navE the honor to reply to G.O., No. /16, dated 4th January 1876.

2. I am glad to be able to state that but few cases of surreptitious irrigation
have been reported, and that those which have been reported have been successfully
detected. The case of the tank near Maidkoor alluded to by Mr. Dodson has been
detected, and three men punished with three months’ imprisonment, a fourth having

absconded. Excuses were at first made regarding the difficulty of detecting the case,
&e. ; but I insisted upon the Sub-Magistrate and Deputy Collector making a personal

local inquiry, and this proved effectual. The same parties had cut the canal channel

in the previous year, and had got off scot free ; they probably expected the same good
fortune this year. - :

3. One case of surreptitious irrigation was also reported, detected, and convicted

iz the Cuddapah Talug.

4. Regarding the grc;wth of coarse-paddy complained of in Vparagraph 4 of.
Mr. Dodson’s report, I have made some careful inquiries, and I have come to the conclu- |
sion that there is much to be said on both sides. In the first place, (probably owing

" to the flat beds of rock spoken of by Mr. Dodson) the land is naturally marshy, and

it has long been the custom to grow coarse paddy in it, even previous to the
introduction of water into the canal. In the second place, the assessment of these
marshy lands is high, much higher than would have been imposed on ordinary dry
lands, showing therefore that they are supposed to be capable of raising a wet crop.
The rates per acre on the eastern side are Rupees 3-10-7 and Rupees 2-0-7, and in
the case of one acre, 8 Afinas, On the western side the rates are Rupees 2-8-0,
Rupees 1-2-6, and Rupees 1-0-6 per acre. Thirdly, whereas the canal at this village
can only supply water to the western side, this coarse paddy is grown on otk sides of
the canal. It is clear therefore that, however it may be on the lower side of the
canal, the coarse paddy raised on the eastern or ligher side, is grown owing to the
naturally marshy nature of the soil, and though it is quite possible that this portion
may in some degree benefit by sub-soil leakage from the canal, it is impossible that
on this side the ryots ‘select spots where our channels are likely to leak, or in the
midst of fields taking canal water by application, so that they can obtain the surplus

- water from their neighbour’s fields to irrigate their own” (vide concluding sentence

of paragraph 3 of Mr. Dodson’s report).. I have not as yet had an ‘opportunity of
personally inspecting this spot during the rainy season, but intend doing so at the
next opportunity. In the mean time this information has been furnished. by the

- Deputy Coliector in charge of Canal duties,

5 In proof of my assertion that coarse paddy has been grown on both sides of
the canal previous to the introduction of %‘}39 water, I submit a statement for five
years compiled from the village accounts. - ™ - :
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- This, shows that durmg favorable
years some 70 acres, assessed at Rupees

ide. <
,fﬁ:.s_.i— " 148, have bcen grown mth coarse paddy
- Area. A;i;; ",3 bcﬂm {)}m ‘was any. waler in the canal.
. - ;“, : 6.- 100’ the other_hand, on tho lower
I e . aiem o or: westcrn sxdo of ‘tho canal, there is no
! ¢ - - - rc\As
1976 A o e s doubt that, sxnce there has been water in
T T e ; s s ” * the cannl the cnltlvatxon of coarse paddy
e T 10 B |l me has greatly mcrensed a3 will be scen
' A — L; from the followmg statement
Weatem ncfe of tlze Oanal.,
— :Clos; to Ctt;ai.' . g .' : - Total,
Ca el . A CT.
1281 | R 1 9y
1282 2 8. -3¢ el
1283 oe | e e f 58 58
LY B S ) SR § s 7
1985 .. . 1 87 ¢ TR
Total 241 19

In this cultivation it is of * course qmte possxblc that the ryots have enjoyed not
only sub-soil leakage, but have also, as Mr. Dodson says, taken dmmago water from
other fields, or perhaps stolen the water from tho channels "Even’ 1f they have not
done so, there can be no doubt, lookmo to tho mcrease oE cultwatxon since the canal,
that the land has benefited greatly by canal water. But a"am on the other hand it is
noticeable that the cultivation on the eastem sxde, wlnch 1s not cornmanded by the
canal water, has also greatly mcreased dunno these ﬁve yenrs, as is provcd by the
following statement : i :

Easl xzdeof C’anal."w

— Adjucni to Cagnal.f ijmuéii\ op‘e’ Mile.: 2 * Above ome Mile. - " Total
o As Ac.cTs, ). AL CTS.
;e 9 7.3 L 46 55
lsas T =2 4502 . 1003
SR . 47T 51 | .25 50
1% 4t 91 | 4T B
i i, 2| 500 85

Total ...

180 3l

It would therefore be unfau- to say that the mcrcase ‘on the western or lower sxde _

is entirely due to the canal \yatg;- \and I am of 6pinioi1 that A, Dodson s anticipation
in paragraph 4 that thig cnltxifatwn if noﬁ checked mll contmue to increase until it
will form about 20 per cent, of the whole' ungatlon," is scarcely correct, and still less
50 his statement that whereag ¢} in the vlllage of Canagoodoor (the ﬁgures I havegiven

ate those of that very vﬂlage) la.st season we ha.d. no,
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Proceedm gs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
16tk July 1876. No. 1,790.

by aid of canal leakage water, this season 68 acres have been sown,” because, as I
have shown, this cultivation has bee_n-going on for at least ten years.

7. There can be no doubt that a ryot will raise a crop of fine paddy in prefer-
ence to coarse paddy if he has equal advantages of soil and water. If he only grows’ \,

" coarse paddy it is probably because the soil, though marshy, is undrained and -

inclined to be choudu. Fine paddy will yield him a profit far in excess of coarse
paddy. I am therefore inclined to think that it is unfair to impose a water-rate on
coarse paddy, equal to that on fine paddy. Where the land cannot be commanded by
canal water, it is of—course unfair to charge a rate- at all.” Where, however, the land
is commanded by the canal, I feel little doubt that it benefits to a greater or lesser
extent by the water in the canal, though not to the same extent as fine paddy, sugar-
cane, &c. I would therefore suggest that a special rate for coarse paddy of say
Rupees 1-8-0 be fixed, provided it is grown on land commanded by the ennal. .

8. In the mean time the Deputy Collector reports, ¢ during the settlement of
canal demand for the current fasli all surreptitious irrigation, reported by the
Company’s subordinates and which was objected to by the ryots, has been duly
charged under the rules in the case of coarse paddy, and the water-rate including the
fines, &c., amounted to about Rupees 286.”

No. 244. ~ . Orbrr TmEREON, 15th July 1876, No. 1,790.

His Gracze the Governor in Council
is glad to find that the Acting Collector
of Cuddapah has made careful inquirieS
into the clrcumstances which led the Officer in charge of the Lower Division of the
Madras Irrigation and Canal Company’s Canal to conclude that advantage was being
extensively taken of the canal water for purposes of cultivation without payment. Mr.
Gribble has shown that the extent to which the irregular practices referred to prevailed
was probably much less than was supposed, and the attention which has been given
to the subject, and to the investigation of cases of the surreptitious use of water, will
doubtless produce the desired result of preventing the improper use of the canal water.

2. The suggestion at the latter part of paragraph 7 of Mr. Gribble’s letter will
be referred to the Board of Revenue, and to the Chief Engineer and Manager, Madras
Irrigation and Canal Company, for their opinion and report. ‘

*  (True,Extract.)

IRRIGATION, No. 20.

i

Coloncl,
Oﬂ'g Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

To the Revenue.D.epartment
_ Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
Chief Engmeer and- Manager Irrigation zmd Canal Company.
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Exd. E. C. Shunker.
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