M.R.0. 1—10,006—=23-2-50"

(1) Number of pages—

‘ (2) Date of repair

~ (3) Initials of the Referencer

' MADRAS RECORD OFFICE |

 Government of Madras

4' e%a ZZ{;’ DEPARTMENT )

TS ~ Press 7”-”/

-~ G.O. No.
L “ BP~No. Mis. ¢
. Dated - | |
| l{ Aate /4 e g i%?lfél

Nof fo be folded or roUgth.handled



_) " . . .; A\.
- - i\y

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- ' 11¢4 July 1876. No. 1,751.

No. 167.  Read the following letter from Major T. E. TENNANT, Inspector-
General of Jaily, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E., Chief Engineer
and Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund,
26th June 1876, No. 156 :— '

AorreaBLY to instructions contained in Judieial Order, No. 1,865, dated 25th .
August 1875, I placed myself in communication with the District Engineer, and
have now the honor to submit for the saaction of Government, the accompanying plan
and estimate for rendering the District Jail at Ootacamund more secure,

- 2. The estimate prepared in the Department of Public Works amounts to
Rupees 7,258, but the Buperintendent of the jail believes'that if a few convict brick-
layers are transferred to Ootacamund he would be able to carry out the proposed
works with convict labour for about Rupees 4,900. It is proposed to raise the
enolosure walls some four feet and to cope them with broken glass. To alter the
roofs of the store-rooms, work-shed and fuel-house, and to raige the back wall of these
buildings. It is likewise proposed to raise the partition wall between the Civil
debtors’ yard and the hospital enclosure,
to close the gateway* lead‘ing from the
main -to the ‘temporary jail, and, lastly, to cover the other gateways with arches of
masonry.

3. I think it, however, proper to state that in my opinion the raising of the
partition wall between the Civil debtors’ yard and the hospital will seriously interfero
with ventilation, and on sanitary grounds ig objectionable. I enclose a memorandum
from the Depu,ty Surgeon:General on this subject. I further beg to point out that
by raising the outer walls 4 or 5 feet, the jail will not be made much more secure than

* Marked B. in the plan.

After all, the estimate is chiefly framed with a view of preventing an escape during
the day, for at night the convicts are locked up in their wards, which are very seoure
and require no ‘edditions whatever, If the police are vigilant, and the jail officials do
their duty, it would be difficult for a convict to scale the wall even at the present
height without being observed.

4. I agree with Colonel Hearn that the building called the « temporary jail” ig
weak and insecure, but ag explained in my letter, of the 2nd August 1875, No, 3,483,
printed with the Proceedings of Government under reference, if the convicts given to
the Ootacamund Municipality are to be removed within a reasonable time, it is not
worth the expense of ‘pulling down these wards, and building a more secure barrack,
but short of this I see no remedial fneasure as regards the temporary Jail. .

6. Long-sentenced convicts transferred from the plains are, as far as possible,
confined at night in the wards of the District Jail, and not in the temporary building,
Practically persons sentenced to short terms of imprisonment will not ineyr the risk of
an enhanced sentence for escape, and as a matter of fact during the last seven years
only one escape has occurred from the District Jail at Qotacamund, and ig that case
the prisoner was recaptured, ‘
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6. If, however, Government consider that these alterations should be carried out
I venture to recommend that the wall on the west side of the jail shown in the plan;
ias Section G. H. should be raised, and the roofs of the store- -room, work-shed and
‘fuel-house altered as proposed by the District Engineer; that the gate-ways marked
{ B. and E. (on the plan)be closed. These works are of a simple character and may
‘ be carried out at a moderate cost with convict labour under the directions of the

: Bupermtcndent of the J ail.
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the alterations planned and estimated

1 No. 168. OrpER THEREOX, 11th July 1876, No. 1,751.
Z ‘ N A , His Grace the Governor in Cc;un-
\{ r : CIVIL WORKS, No. 14, l cil is unwilling to incur the expense of
z ' |

-
S IO RN e e

{ for, which, though the best that can be done for the existing building, are objectionable
in some respects as regards ventxlatmn and not calculated to render escape impossible.
Experience, however, has shown that the main building may be considered praotmally
secure ; while the temporary barrack outside, regarding security of prisoners in which
there is some doubt, is only required in consequence of extra gangs being maintained
for Municipal purposes. Their removal is spoken of as imminent, and it.will be
decided in the Public Department whether they may not be dispensed with at oxnce,
and the temporary barrack removed as the most practical step to be taken under all
‘the circumstances.

2. Inthe event of delay arising in the removal of these convicts the pre-
eautions of extra police guards paid- from Municipal Fuads and additional lightin,’
to enable the guards to see what is going on in the barrack at night, must be adopted.

(True Extract.)

- Colonel,
Oﬁ'y Umler Seey. to Govt, P.W.D.
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