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.+ Proceedings of the Bladras Government, Public Works Department, R 2

gth July 1876, No. 1,736.

-‘&j

No. 138. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-
" 'STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Major-General -
G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 20th June 1876, No. 317 :— o :
' "I mavE the honor to enclose, for the information of Government, certain papers
) ‘ ' in which the fracture of an axle on the

; . 550, 24th 1o At
From Agent, Madras Railway, No. 55 4h Madras Railway is reported.

May 1876. . . .

Do. .do.  No. 559, 27th May 1876. 9. Double saloon carriage A-28
oY

Do. do. » 651, 26th June -, was attached at Pothanore to the 10-16

.. down mail from Beypore. When within 2 miles of the Morapoor station, the
Driver observed .that the traindragzged heavily ; and on pulling up at 163th mile,
4th télegraph post, it was discovered that the leading axle of the carriage in question
was broken. The fracture occurred about 12 inches inside the journal. Fortunately

the carriage did not leave the rails. I understand that there was one first-class passen-
" ger in it, and he escaped altogether without injury. ~ As explained by the Locomotive

Superintendent, the train was delayed nearly eight hours by the accident.

3. The fracture is ascribed by the Locomotive Superintendent to a defective
weld, and an”examination of the axle leaves no room for doubt on this point. The -
accident is in many respects similar to the one which occurred on the 3rd March on
the Nilgiri Branch, as reported in my letter, No. 234, dated the 11th May 1876.
o ‘ ' ' The -axle was welded at the Perambore
r"gsteg’;’g‘:idi‘i%; {)8f7%f)yemment, N°j 1,264, .‘V‘orks ; and the p'osi'tion of the We.ld and

, its defects were similar to those in the
axle which failed on the 3rd March.

4. Upon the date of this accident there were seven other axles similarly welded

" in use on the Madras Railway; that is to say, in which the weld fell inside the journal ;

and it has been decided to prohibit the use of these axles in future, as reported in
Clause 6 of the minutes of meeting laid before Governument on the 31st May 1876.

* 5. The suggestion made by His Grace the Governor in Council with regard to
stamping on axles the dates of welding and of other important repairs has been
communicated to the Railway Authorities. ‘

6. The Locomotive Superintendent reports that the axle in question had run
25,839 miles after being welded. ' ' ’ o

7.. The damage occasioned to.‘the rolling stock and to the permanent-way is
given in the enclosed letters.

From R. B. ELWIN, Esq,, Agené and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to Lieutenant-
Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
Madras, 26th June 1876, No. 651.

Ix reply to your letter, No. 561, of the 30th ultimo, I have the honor to inform you that the
following damage was done to the permanent-way upon the occasion of the breaking of an axle
at 168th mile, 4th te}egrapﬁ post, South-west Line :— ; )

o 45 Tie-bars broken. . - : '
300 Do. twisted so badly as to be rendered useless, -
. 185 Do. - slightly bent. - - :- L i T
110 Pot-sleepers broken. . )
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'The Locomotive Superiotéudeét iuforini tno thsf. tbs ixl‘o‘ha:i‘énuuuua; iua.oarﬁugo 25 839 :
miles. Sl el i '

" Telegram from MOSS Esq M Mn.dras, to ELWIV E\q " Royupooram, duted '.ch lfay 1876.

A.28 double saloon attached to 10 15 A, yesterday Ieft the mls thh broken journal at ’
168th mile, 4th telegraph post. ) 10-15 Ieft Mompoor at 7 A n. a.nd J ollarapett at 8-53.

i

: N 0. 550 S o
To the Consultmg Engmeer for Baxlwaya for mformahon - ’

MapRas, R (Bxgned) B.B ELWIN i
24k May 1876, o f,:","f SRR :i‘ Agentandﬁ(anc‘qeré

L S

IR T x
From F. H. TREVITHICK, Esq, Locomohve Snpenntendent toR B ELWIN Eeq. ;

Agent and Manager of -the Madxa,s lewa. Co
Moy 1876, No. 275, " ) )’ mp&ny, dated Peramboro Works, 26th |

I A sorry to have to inform you that an acc;dent ooourrod nbout a xmle and-a-half west of
Morapuor station to the 10-15 A, mail train of the 24rd instant, in_ consequence of whxch the :
 xrival of that train at Madras tvas delayed some exght hours. No person was injared.

o 2ed hAt :lllxe 165th mile, 10th telerrrapb po»t ‘the Engme—dnver observed that the train
» 22 v ;a y, and, on looking back, saw " sparks of fire flying from one of the carriages. The -
rain which consisted of nine vehicles was brouvut to a stand at the {68th mile, 4th telegraph post, "

::1 in a distance of about 460 yards, when it was discovered that the leading axle of double
con carriage 4-28 was broken, and the tram hopeless]y disabled. .

Bppe:n t’fl}z; v?x;ver telegmphed from Morapoor to J ollarpett. for assxstance, which, bowever,

Rt e ;en some;what tardy in moving, nntl did not reach the sceno of the accident

g o }{ nars after the breakdiswn. An en"me and tram also came from Salem in '
o of the Assmta.ut Trafic Manager, obout three qun.rters of an hour after the first.

4
whodls, s,nl}; catr;-xaga had not fallen down upon the ground but rema.med supported upon the
y thecouplings which held firm ; and the damage done, with the exception of the

broken axle, was but trivial, |
broken, and one foot board b:c:lle’: o exle Toxes bmken, e “le ngs e ene bridi od |
9. New whoels and axle boxe
3 bro ht frorn J ll.u-pe
¢go by the Locomotive Foraman of theug y tt o Put e was made wondy £

. J Onarpatt dmsxon, and the train was
prooeed in 1 hour and 35 miaates from the arrival of the asszatmg party - made zesdy to

6. Ihave no report of damage to perm:meut-way

7. The axle broke off short close to the boss
in it fell down vpon the road. -

1.

of thelwheel and the axle boss thh the ]oumsl

8 Ca.use of the accxdeut—a defectlve weld m the u.xlo

»
——— ———

" No.. 559, }

To the Consultmg En -
gmear for Rad
ment No. 550, aad with referencs to mm:t:y;:?r meTmﬂ-tlon, in oontmuatxon of my endorse-

ger’s office on the 26th xmstant : Oof tha Comlmtt” Beld in Arvent and Mana-
26t May 1876, ’ T

*'(Sizt}ed). B B. ELWIN
- L Jgentandﬂ'anager.

e s o - S 1 .
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Proceedmgs of the Aladras Government, Public Works De p&zrtment, -
8t/t July 1876. . No. 1,736.

No. 139. ORDER THEREON, §th July 1876, No. 1,736.

Tue Consulting Engineer will ascer-
tain from the Railway Authorities whether
the remaining seven axles which are stated
to be welded in the same way as that now reported to have failed have or have not
been taken out from under the rollirg stock. The inordinate delay to the train of

eight hours has not been properly accounted for. Full explanation of the causes of
such delay should be given, and also why the- leading portion of the train could not
have been brought on with the passengers and mails.

(True Extract.)

RAILWAY, No. 11.

Colonel,
Ojg Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. ., Shunker.
Bpare Copies
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