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Procecdmgs of the Madras Govprrgment Public Works Dcpartment E
' 6th Jul/ 1876." No. 1,721. h é

Read the followindg papers —

Proceedmﬂs of the Madras Government in the Revenue Department
dated 4th Octoh%:r 184 5, No. 1,457.

Proceedm"s of the Board of Revcnue, ‘dated 18th August 1875, No. 2,323.

From Captain C. WALKER, Officiating InsPector of Forests, to H. E. STOXES, qu,
Acting Socretary to the Board of Re\ cnue, dated Ootacamund 19th June

1875, No* ‘.02 a

-

Wiz reference to Proceedmfrs Forest Miscellaneous No. 162 /3,784, of 4th May
1875, I have the honor to forward copies of correspondence with the Collector' of
(‘oimbatore, and the District Engineer, Bangalore, on’ the subject of the supply of
Teak timber to the Public Works Department, and to report.

2. The chort supply available from the Anamalais in 1874-75 was due to the
late period of the year at’which the orders for supply were received, to the want of
specifications from Public Works Department officers, and the rejection of two-thirds
of tho logs brought in as unsuitable.. This- last is indeed characterized by the Chief
Engineer as ¢ refuse,” althougl' the Supcrintending Engincer in paragraph 2 of
his letter, No. 153, spedk§ ‘of the whole-1,000 logs as very good seasoned wood.
Mr. Douglas is now squaring- ‘these reJected 10"‘5 by hand-sawing, and hopes to
realize Rupees 2 per cubic foot for them.
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8. The Public WorLs “officers of course know best what they require, but
1 anturre to think that they are at times too much guided by external appearance,
and do not sufficiently bear in mind that if sawn to scantling the timber would cost
-1xt least 3 Rupees if purchased from private merchants, and that our measurcments
ale so close, and allowance so. liberal, - that it might be found ploﬁtabh, to take even
rough -looking logs and convert them vwith the saw. , \\

4. The auction sales of those rejected logs at Coimbatore appeared certainly to
- support the v1eW of the Superintending Engineer, bfit it was clearly proved that
~'there was combination to kecp down rates which advanced the sccond day on our raising
our upset price, after which Mr. Douglas, at. my suggestion, stopped the sale. The
" fact is that, as Mr. Douglas admits, the Superintending Engineer and Collector had
both so depreciated the logs that he began at last to believe them almost worthless,
and that it was better to let them go at any price, a state of things which the native
merchants were not slow to profit. by. On my arrival and- pointing out how the
timber could be converted, and attain a market value, at comparatively small expendi-
ture, he took heart, and the sale at such abnormally low rates as ruled the first day
was stopped.

5. It will be observed that the Collector of Coxmbatore states\that he is unable
as yet tv-send any satisfactory reply to my letter, No. 128, of 14th ult\no, but I learn
from Mr. Douglas demi-officially that he has some 45,000 cubic feet}900 tons) of
old stock in the forest and below ghaut, including, I presume, the stocNat Ponany,
‘which is only 7,000 cubic fect and not 20,000 cubic feet as understood by ti
‘Lngineer. This 7,000 cubic feet as well as 400 logs now at Mungara, which Wil N
floated to Punany, will be available for Public Wks Depax tinent purposes at the
rate  proposed by Colonel Walker, Rupees 1-12-0. 1t has cost much more than Rupees
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Proceedin

1-6-6, which, I must Arepcat, was 'thé; eéfif?lqtod:écfﬁﬁl\cblst of felii;ig and delivering
unseasoned logs of -all sizes on the coast,’ without any allowance for interest, depét -

and watching charges, &ec. N ,

6. Desides this, wo have 1,800 cubic feet of AMudumalai- timber at Mysore
(mot 25,000 as stated by the Superintending: Engineer), 81,000 cubic feet g
Mudumalai, and 8,000 cubic feet at Tippacadu, jbcfsi('les' 774 logs containing 15,700
cubic feet in depdt here, and probably some: Wynaad Teak at AMysore, how much I
do not know as I reccive no statements,” but the Board will, I presume, be able to

ascertain from those submitted to their bﬁlpe." T S
7. How much of this stock wiu.éqii} the Public Works i)épartment Wwe cannot
say, probably a very small percentage, and, - as it is .useless our carting in a number
of logs which will be rejected, I would suggest that the Public Works Department
officers should inspect and sclect from the depdts +where it s lying, e.g., Anamalaj
Mudumulai, Mysore, Ponany, &e. We ‘shall . then proceed to work up and dispnse;
of what they do not require, the duty should not 'berlc'ft to " Overscers or subordinates
of either department. Captain Jago has g';p'exjienced the greatest inconvenience from
the adoption of this'course- here, and if we send an officer of tho controlling grade

. ~

to point out the wood, the Public quks Depﬁljtment' should, T submit, do the same.

8. In addition to the above, Ar. Douglas proposes to fell, trim, and deliver §50.
logs containing 23,450 cubic feet or, say, 450 tons in Dccembcr, January and Febru-
ary according to specifications ‘which- he appears to have obtained, but this wood will
not be seasoned. " S S

. 9. I think T have thus sketched in sufficient detail the I;rogmminé for 1875-76,.
which shows that we are doing our best to meet the Public Works demand, and I hav:}
no doubt will gradually be able to do so, if the Public Departments meet us half way.

10.  As regards the rate.for 1875-76, I am, willing that it should remain at
Rupees 1-8:0 for the old stock untrimmed or sawn, but it should certainly be raised to
Rupees 2, 1f not higher, for the new logs’ which are to be carcfully selected and
prePared with the saw. Messrs. Hinde and Massey are now advertising sawn Teak
dehverfad at %Iadras at from Rupees 3 to 4 per cubic foot, and I doubt if theirs is
equal in qual.lty to our Anamalai or Mudumalai timber." Much of the “ refuso”
sold.at the .Com?batore auction has bgeﬁfcut‘ up for building purposcs, and turned out
?tdmlial‘)‘l'())’ ullrcll Splt;: of tho outward defects which induced Colonel Wilkieson to reject
th.e s Preqs.g mit that the»rate._ should be fixed by the Board or Government for
iustead of bt sldency after_ OQDSH-Itlpg_thg Chief Engincer and Inspector of Forests,
. 1Hstead of being Iﬂftfo the Superintending Engincer and Collector of one district.

,_11- -1 mugf also call the attention of the Board and Government to the delay

y.the ¢ existing arrangements ”’ for forest administration -

ht: mtth?'dflﬂ.i_ gs’; fegz'ird“the stock in the several depéts, and, if I want
ol t;’l‘;s 0. writo to hnlf;a-dozpn different - Collectors who refer to the forest
. cduses delay, and in' some cases; notably in Coimbatore, the

ollect i S , . ,
Wood- 82 .‘ljehs: 1 atllll amateur. fQ.I‘QStt'?r,’ can know nothing of the relative qualities of the
be Su,rmdunted nf ods of Preparations, the difficultics of transport, and how they may

" C’ d‘eh}’} n'm'tters ‘s?;ill further by entering into details, and holding
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Public Works Department, ¢

-

-

back information which I should imaginé he must have reccived, if the forest officer's
views are not in accordance with his own. -
Under the old system I cpuld at once have reported what stocks we had, what
[ were the arrangements for the year, and, by direct communication with the district
| forest officers, obtained all requisite information in ten days which it now takes months
. to procure, and even then I only get what the Collector chooses to send on.
~ It may be said that the Board have the information as to stock and can readily .
obtain reports from Collectors, but I would ask the Board themselves whether they
. consider it their province to check stock accounts, give opinions as to the relative value
of Anamalai, Mudumalai, or Burmah Teak, the best methods of converting and bring-
¢ ing it to market, and whether the forests can or cannot supply 600 tons to the Public
. Works ‘Department annually ? I think their reply will be in the negative. Itis
: notébly.r in such questions as thesc, relating to Imperial questions of great importance,
thgt the want of one responsible and expericnced administrative officer, in a position
" to arrange matters with other heads of department, is felt.

12. . With reference to G.O., No. 1,051, dated 18th May, I may state that the
Coimbatorc Timber yard has been formed for sales to the public as well as for the
Government supply, and it would never do to have it at Potlfanore ; but, if the Depart-
. ment of Public Works will selcct these logs at out depdts, such as Polachy or Ana-
" malai as now proposed, I presume there would be no difficulty in delivering them at
. Pothanore instead of Coimbatore, provided that they arc no longer in our charge after

. delivery.

' Excrosure No 1. |

! From Captain H. M. VIBART, R.E., District Engineer, Bangalore, to Captain C. WALKER,

é o Officiating Inspector of Forests, Ootacamund, dated Bangalore, 2ith April 1873,

: No. 118. ‘

} I uave the honor to forward a copy of G.0., No. 1,083, dated 14th April 1875 (to :ba

i returned), and request that you will be good enough to inform mo of the cost of 25,000 cubio

foet of Teakwood therein alluded to, and at what price it could be delivered to me at Bangalore,
(True Copy.) i

(Signed) C. WALKER, Captain,
Officiating Inspector of Forests.

{

o i, Amerhers St g A

\ .
E. - i Excrostre No. 2. ) A
f. From Captain C. WALKER, Officiating Inspector of Iorests, to Captain II. M. VIBART, R.E.,
' District Engineer, Bangalore, dated Ootacamund, 29th April 1875, No. 110,

WitH reference to your letter, No. 118, dated 24th instant (enclosure returned), I havothe
honor to inform you that the rate for selected Teak at the Mysore Depit will Oy Rupees 75 per
¢ ton of 50 cubic feet or Rupecs 1-8-0 per cubic foot, as arranged by Colonel WilNeson and Mr:
| Douglas at Coimbatore. ' A
; 2. I regret that this department cannot undertake to cart the timber to Bangaide, nor can
' I state what the rate of cartage per ton or cubic foot will be; you would, -however, doutess
; experience no difficulty in getting contractorsto undertake the work at reasonable rates, andh\
;’ a.ssistancd'which we can give is at at your command.

% 3. Captain Jago, the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Nilgiri Range, to whom I have shown
* your letter, and to whom future communications had better be addressed, will forward to you a
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Proceedings of the Madras Government‘ Public Works Department
6th July 1876. No. 1,421

ctatement of logs and ecantlings in the Mysore Depét, and I would recommend . that, if you find
a number apparently suitable, you should arrango to mect him at Mysore towards tho end of
and select what you require prior to his exposing the stock to public auction in July, as it

Juns,
osed to close the depét, although we should consider it our duty to supply your department

is prop
at Mysore, if required.

Excrosvre No. 3 -

From Captain C. WALKER, Officiating Inspector of Forests to A. WEDDERBURN, Esq.,
Collector of Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 14th May 1875 No. 128,

WitH reference to Board s Proceedings, Forest Miscellaneots No. 162 [378, dated 4th May,
T have the honor to request that you will favor me with an expression of your views, and those
of the Anamalai Deputy Conservator, on the subject of the supply of the 600 tons of seasoned
Teak from the Coimbatore (not Pothanore) Depdt, which will enable me, after consulting the
officers in charge of Mudumalai and other forests, to report on tho whole maiter. Indeed, if
you will kindly forward your report co.lled for by tho Bozml through my office, it would save
-much time and trouble. ‘
. 2. T observe that the Chief Engineer in his memomndum harps upon the price and quality
of the timber, forgetting that we could not tell what class or description of timber the Public
Works Department required, as they would never give us information as to scantlings, &c:, and
that the rate originally fixed, Rupees 100 per ton, was lower than that which we had been in the
habit of obtaining from another market than the present market price of Burmah Teak of inferior
quality but better prepared

3. I doubt whether the present rate of Rupees 5 per ton, or Rupees 1-8-0 per cubie footr

fixed by you and the Superintending Engincer, leaves any real margin of profit to this depart-
ment, and it is certainly not the intention of Government that we should work our forests without
exhibiting any departmental profit, even if purely nominal, still less at a loss.

- 4., I have already expressed my views as to our present stock at some length (vide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 55/915, dated 14th April 1875), but for new stock carefully prepared and of
dimensions suited to the Department of Public Works requirements, I do not think we should
charge less than Rupees 100 per ton at Coimbatore Depét. :

5. The Chief Engineer again refers to the Ponany timber and its costs, although it has
slready been pointed out to him (G.0., No. 803, dated 20th April) that Mr. Douglas’ estimate
was for actual cost to the department of unseasoned Teak of all sizes and classes delivered at
Ponany. I presume, however, that there would be no objection to the officers of the Public
Works Department selecting what they require from the Ponany stock at the mte proposed by
Colonel Walker, ¢iz., Rupees 1-12-0 per cubic foot.

6. Idonot think that the Anamalai Forests should bo- indented on for the full annual
supply of 600 tons, but that a considerablo proportion can be made available from the Mudu-
malai and Wynaad Forests, with refrard to which I shall, whilst awaiting your reply, ascertain
;133 views of -the forest officers in charge, and the Collector of Malabar and Commissioner,

giris,

~ Oty

L —

7 = ExcLosvre No. 4,
VEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to Captain C. WALKER, Officiat-
ing Inspector of Forests, Ootacamund, dated 7th June 1875, No. 281. -

yet to send you a satisfactory reply as regards tlie 600 tons of seasoned Teak. Mr Douglas, 27th
Mny, states his inability to give the information, .

R st R L T I
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Wirn reference to your letter of tho 14th May 1875, No. 128, I regret that I am unable as -
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Procecdmgs of tize Madras Qovernment, Public Works Department, "~

. 6th July 1876. No. 1,721.
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2. Ihave asked him, 29th May, to inform moe what quantity ¢f wood is in the Anamalai
Depét open to inspection, and then, if it be worthwhile, I shall ask Colenel Wilkieson to state on
inspection what quantity of it may be uscful for his department. < -

From Captain C. WALKER, Officiating Inspector of Forests, to 1. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting

Secretary to the Board Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 31st July 1875, No. 396.

Ix forwarding the accompanying letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, I have the honor,

in continuation of my letter, No. 202, of 19th ultimo, to inform the Board that, Ending it ditficult
to arrive at satisfactory conclusions regarding the Department of Public Works timber-supply
from the Anamnialai forests by writing, I proceeded to Coimbatore, and the Collector, at my
request, held the meeting on which he now reports.

2. Wo are agreed that the timber at Mungary (6,000 cubic feet) and Ponany and Beypore
(7,245 cubic feet) should bo disposed of as early as possible, the Lest means of doing =o to the best
advantage being left to Mr. Douglas’ discretion.” The Public Works Department might find some
of it suitable for their work inMalabar or South Canam, and I understood that Colonel Wilkieson
was to inspect it with Mr. Douglas.

3. I find that the 45,000 cubic feet mentioned in my former letter did not include the timber

" at the above or other depéts,'and that«Mr. Douglas has altogether in round numbers 77,000 cubic

feot of old stock, of which 35,400 cubic feet is in the forest, 15,300 cubic fect in Coimbatore, and
13,000 cubic feet at Anamalai and Setamudi.. It is from this stock that the Public Works
Department requirements of 600 tons or 30,000 cubic feet must mainly be met for this and nest
official year, and Mr. Douglas has, therefors, been instructed to bring 1 ,200 logs out of tho fo'x\ffts
and convert them and those already below ghaut with the saw, so as to render the’u acceptable to
the Public Works Department at higher rates, in order to recoup cost cf sawing, wastage, &e.
From experiments which Mr. Douglas has already made, I am pretty confident that this course
will succeed, and is preferable to offering the timber in its present rough state. '

4. Besides this, iIr. Douglas will fell 650 logs, but not trim or deliver them as onrrmally
proposed. This will be done next year, so as to render them available towards the end of
1876-77.

5. Mr. Douglas may also haveto float all or part of tho Mungary logs to Ponany, for which~
funds are provided in the redistribution of allotment sanctloned by the Board in their Proceed-
ings, No. 143/2,003, of 17th instant. : !

6. I think that now the Deputy Conservator has definite instructions, the matter may safely
be left in his hands, the question of rate alone remaining for settlement in the manner proposed
in the la.‘er portion of paragraph 10 of my former letter already quoted.

7. Iam in correspondenco with Major Vibart, Exccutive Enginecr, Bangalare, regarding
our stock of Teak in the Wynaad, which includes some splendid logs containing 150—200 eubio

feet each.

8. The question of supplying a portion of the Public Works Department demand from that,
and the Mudumalai Forest should, I think, not be lost sight of, as tho Anamylai cannot probably

long stand a sten.dy drain of 650 first-class logs annually, at least it would be razh to subject them -

to it until we have va.luat;on surveys and extend our system of natural reproduchon

— L]
- -
L]

From A. WEDDERDBURN, Esq., Collector of Coxmbatore, to Captain C. WALKER Oﬁicmtmg
Inﬂpector of Forests, dated 6th J u.ly 1875, No..330. N

I IAVE the honor to submit the followmg

F";‘;““&z ,f‘:’gff' o 5?;&‘;‘1‘]“&' Forest u‘“”n“e"“s _ Memorandum on the Anamalai ‘availalle Teals.
¥ .
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ectis held, 'uhen the follomg omcers Wwere preso

At a;&n “'milerbum, Esq., Colloct&r of Coimbagmn £
Captam C. Walker, In'pcctor oI Forcgis. P23 ’“L

C. G. Nouglas, Esq’, Deputy’ amsemfor or Fm,g,, L

Colonel C. V. W 'Ikmsou, RE., Snjmnfandmg Lngfneqr, (-«Olmbat ero. |

# came to no'uce that thexe xs a oonudemble qumhty of wood at the depam gf._. :

?Vi'l | .\1
tzh il

f

and it was decided th:xt it is notl adrmble that lhu jwoal, extlxor oni tth ue.i-ooast or on ifs way .

ta it, should be brought fo Cmmbafom for ﬁm s of the Pubhc 'Works I)eputmmt as such a
procceding would greatly a ald to 1ts pmsent!mluahon oosf, ml c:mso mch carriage charges to
entail & dead loss to the Forest Depaxtnumt gn. it is mlued mom at the depot than the
market price at Comba.fore. B&xdes, itis }uolmble that Tmach of; thxs umber, prepared fora
very different market wozﬂd not be smtab!e for Pubhc Wm-l.s l)cpartment bmldmg purposes,

2. Itis also undcrstood ﬂmt tho conszgnm?ut nf tlns Te:ﬂf t Dombay l‘or salo thero is not

----- :.i

g
qsl
e

3. The CoIIector, therefom, mggests ﬂmt,[as ﬁko eXPosure ;oI Teakwood to sun and rain

PR

for & long series of years cannot but be, detnmenta! t!xo stock whxch b'm accumulated in theso
depéts shonld. be advexhsecl at {‘ued pnqo at’ tm onrlj' da(e nml sohl ;m tho s spot "Thero is a great
demand for wood, and m:my merchnnts axe eoncemed in tho ﬁrmle, and thm is overy reason to

_.sztﬂvq . SC;.
',,!‘-, =

M
<<<<<< &

4. To retain such wood longerln stoc_k xséfo wld to xts mhmtxon oost (tmt value) by the
charge for depét-keeper, ‘&e ‘ AL EN i : i

5. The department a.l work nowr marked gut for tbe curmnt yenr is to mpply tho Depart-
ment of Public Works w th all the nmilable fomst tlmber at Anamalm, which is to bo selected
from Government, in fadt, argltghl_xgvg QQ pxck of fhe.u' mm “woad. Whether such selection will
ensure the 600 tons requ red can only be’ knmm aftor tbe result of selecuon, and the price will
te fxed when the Publig Works Department thke dehvery of the wood at the Coimbatore Depit.

Requesting that thig memqrandum may ? fonvarded mth )our remurLs for the informa-
tion of the Doard of Levexfue nml Gavemm : .

T »f‘:‘

E(Sig;rxed) A. WEDDERBUIN
 Collector.

From J R COCKERDLL; Eq, Conmmsxoner of \x]gms, to II. E STOKIZS Esq., Acting

Semt‘“?' to ihe Board of Rcrcn_np, (iatod Oofacamund, 7th August 1875, No. §2.

Wrm referenne to pamgmph 6 of my letter to the' Board in their Proceedin gs, Forest
~No. 114; dated 23nd Ju une 1875, \o. ,.2o,fm \\lnch Istate I ooncur in thinking with Captain
Walker that the lrj,sore Tlmber Depot shmﬂd bu abolished; I have 3 now the honor to report that
. the District Engmeer of Bange.lore late]y mxted thg deput for the purposo of sclecting timber for

works at Bangalore, but made o pnrc}mge ﬁndmg the scantlmg of the lofrs too small and the
tunbercrooked. L EEIEAELLIA iet T

..‘ T

: ! i T
Tm:sz papers mll be subm1£ tcd for thc mformatwn of Govcmmcnt with refercncc
to G. 0 dated 20th Apnl 1875 No. 803 :""7 ’

. 2 It appears that thcro are now 77 000 cubm fcet of old stock of Anamalai
umber, of wluch half oxf 3}5 400 cubxc, fcct are in the forcsts, and one-ﬁfth or 15,300
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Proceedings of t/zo»]l[adms Gowrnment Public Works Departiment,
' 6th July 1876:" - No. 1,721.

cubic feet at Coimbatore, besides 64,700 cubic fect at Mudumalai, Tipfacadu and on -,

. the Nilgiris. The resources to meet the requirements of the Department of Public

Works for 1875-76 and " part of 1876-77 arc therefore 181,700 cubic fect, of which,
however, a considerable portion will no doubt be rejected. . As to the timber in the
Mysore Depét, it will be seen from the letter from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris,
that the District Engincer, Bangalore, on visiting the depét, found the timber unsuited,
the scantlings being too small and the timber crooked. It is stated that the stock in
the Wynaad includes somo splendid logs.

-3.  There are further some 13,245 cubic feet of Teak irf depdt on the west coast
or on the way to-it; and Captain Walker states that it was arranged that Coloncl

Wilkieson should inspeet-a portion of this timbor, to sce whether it would suit for

Public Works Department purposes. . A

4. The Deputy Conscrvator, Anamalais, is to errr 1, OO logs out of the forest
to Anamalai, and convert them as well as some of the old s’cock with the saw, so as
to make thery more acceptable to the Public Works Department ; and 650 logs are to

" be felled to be ready for supply in the end of 1876-77.

0. Captain Walker sug csts that in order to save the expense of cartage, superior
officers of the Public W orks Department should visit the depéts and sclect from the
stock such timber as might suit them, when the rest could be disposed of to the best
advantage. He considers that the rate for old stock may remain at Rupees 1-8-0 for
1875-76, but that for-logs converted with the saw it should be at least Rupees 2, and
that the rate which is to apply to the whole Presidency, should be scttled b) the
Board or Government in ecommunication with the Chicf Engineer and Inspector of
Forests ; and the Board approve these suggestions.

6. It secms that every effort is being made by the forest officers to meet the
requirements of the Public Works Department. The Board call attention to para-
graph 8 of the Inspector s second letter, in which he states the necessity of not relying
on the Anamalai Forests alone. ‘ :

7. The Board have elsewhere dealt with the matters referred to at the close of
his first letter. - ‘

(A true Copy and Exfract.)
' (Signed) L E. STOKES,
Acting Secretary.

Coarartyicatep to the Public Works

* Department with refercnee to the Order

in that Department, dated 14th April
1875, No. 1,033,

Forests, No. 2.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) - L. A, CAMPBELL,
' Under Scey. to Govt.



( No. 112;13. Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Revenue Department,
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-No. 112-A. Chicf Engincer’s Memorandum, dated 17th March 1876, No. £98.

-

dated 19th May 1876, No. 1,183,

From the Conscrvator of Forests, Qotacamund, dated 16th May 1876, No. 704..

Iy reply to the G.O., No. 958, of the 26th April last, ordering me to
report on paragraph 1 of the Government Order, Public Works Department, No. 888,
dated 4th April, regarding the alleged inability of the Forest Department to

mect the requisitions of the Public Works Officers in Wynaad, I have the honor

to forward a lctter* from the Forest
Officer of the Wynaad Division.

2. It appears that although there is plenty of timber in the Wynaad it is impos-

a~ds

* Nq. 34, dated 10th May 1876.

sible for our department, without due notice, to supply scasoned logs of specified _

dimensions or to procurc transport ; the fault rather rests with the Department of Public
Works that they do not give us sufficient intimation of their probable requirements ;

the Anamalai Forest Office has made the same complaix_lt.

No, 112-C. From A. W. PEET, Esq., Deputy Conservatpr, Wiynaad Forest,
(through the Collector), to Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator
of Forcsts, Ootacamund, dated 10th May. 1876, No, 34.-

Ix answer to your letter, No. 633, of the 3rd May 1876, referring to G.O.,
No. 888, of the 4th ultimo, and G.0., No. 958 of the 2Gth ultimo, I have the honor

to state :—

That I reccived an indent from Colonel Kennedy, Special Executive Engincer,
for certain logs for the Burdoor and Noolpoya Bridges. I dclivered five longlogs, all of
which were rejected by him, on account of their being insufficiently scasoned. I went
and met him at Sultan’s Battery in February 1875; and then informed him and the
Overseer, Mr. Brown, that my regular depét was at Gundry, and asked that the logs
might be sclected there. I had at that time some very fine logs in depdt at Gundry,
and over 400 in all.. As T heard no more about the matter, I sent the whole of the

Gundry timber to Mysore during the year,

" 2. The next intimation that I received was fr_om the Acting Special Executive
Engineer in a letter, dated the 4th December 1875, No. 878, requiring some long logs
from the forests at once for the Noolpoya and Burdoor Bridges. I could not,

although I had gone to Mysore for the purpose, get any carts to work at that time in-

the forests. The contractors all said that Sultan’s Battery was out of. their way, for

there was not a good market there for their grain, and mere timber traffic did not pay

them. - : o : , , _
Besides this, all my _best seasoned logs were already” disposed of ; I cannot cut,
scasoned logs to order. o - i

3. Treceived aletter, No, 16, of the 7th March 1876, from the officer in charge

) of the Ernaad Range, stating that Mr, Brown had marked certain timber fo;';dclivcry.
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As T had no official intimation of this, I am inclined to think, that the timber
referred to must have been marked in the Mudumallai Forest. I referred the letter to
the late Acting Special Executive Engineer, and he was of the same opinion.

4. Ireceived a further letter, No. 41, of the 22nd Apri] 1876, from Mr. Hax:ris,
in charge of the Caﬁcut Range, and in answer, informed_hfm’, that I had certain Iégs
of the required measurement in depét at Manantoddy ; but that I could not deliver.
them at Sultan’s Battery, from want of carty.

CoxMUNICATED to the Public Works Department.
" (True Extract.)

(Signed)  H. B. GRIGG,
Ag. Under Secy. to Govt.

Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Revenue Department, dated 2nd June
‘ ‘ S 1876, No. 741 :

Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th May 1876, No. 1,254, Forest
' No. 45.

From Lieutenant-Colonel R. I BEDDOME, Conservator of Forests, to C. A. GAL-
TON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Ootacamuﬁd,
19th April 1876, No. 545, o

Wira reference to G.O., No. 1,754, of the 4th December last, forwarded to me
for remarks with the -Board’s docket, No. 91-2,8592, of the 4th instant, I have the
honor to inform you that, as far as my department is conccrned, the question is
answered in Captain Campbell Walker’s letter, No. 202, of the 19th of June last
recorded in G.0., 4th October 1875, No. 1,457. : ’

2. I forward, herewith, a copy of a letter* from Mr. Douglas, the Dcputy Con-
servator of the Anamalai Division, by
‘ » which you will perceive that there is a
great want of system on the side of the Department of Public Works, with reference
to their indents on our department for timber; it is imbossiﬂo that we can continue
to supply their requirements in-this manner without proper indents except at a con-
siderable loss. T do not mysclf think that it is the province of this department to
supply timber in sawn scantlings, but if we have to do this, indents giving the
measurements should be supplied at least a year before the timber is to be delivered,
I would, however, strongly advise that the Forest Department should ‘only be called
upon to deliver timber in squared and sawn logs of such dimensions as may be
indented for. '

3. Another question requiring the consideration of the Board and Government
is the price at which our Anamalai timber is now being delivered to the Public

* No. 321, of the 25th February 1876.

-’

Works Department. By Captain Walker's letters recorded in the G.0., No. 1,457 ,

of the 4th of October last, it will bo scen’that he agreed to a-iatc7of Rupecs 1-8-0 per

cubio foot for our Anamalai logs (unsawn) at Coimbatore, and the Board sanctioned

this. Tt had been ascertained that the timber actually cost Rupees 1-6-6 per cubic

foot when layed down at Pothanore; this, however, did not include superintendencé
3

1
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which may be put down at 2 to 3 Annas per cubic foot according to the amount
felled during the year, so it is very evident that these rates could not ’rfe remunerative
or even cover the working expenses of the forest; and, as all the timber has beeu
delivered at these rates during the last two years, the forest has consequently been
-worked at a loss and shown an annual deficit. Captain Walker never calculated that
the Teak in the Anamalais has a standing value of § Annas per cubic foot, as con-
tractors have constantly come forward and agreed to give this price for any trees that
might be marked and handed over to them ; it appears to me, tl}e.rcfore, that the
Public Works Department should certainly pay this 8 Annas in addition to the actual
charges incurred in felling and delivering, so that a fair rate to fix for the supply all
round at Pothanore or Coimbatore would be Rupeces 2 per cubic foot. It c§nnot, I
 think, be the wish of Government that our department should supply the timber at
less than the cost of felling and delivering plus its standing value; it cheapens the
Public Works Department estimates fictitiously, and our department does not show a
correct return. , ‘ - o . -

4. The Public Works Department could probably always get Burmah Teak at a
cheaper rate; but this timber is acknowledged to be inferior, and it is' surgly l.)etter
for one Government Department to indent on another as far as poss1ble: Timber
from Zemindari_forests and other private tracts worked by contractors mth.out any
respect to comservancy and without establishments can . often be thrown into t.he
market at rates that far under-sell us, but such supplies are limited and’ uncertain,
and if Government Departments are allowed to look ‘to these because one day they
happen to be much cheaper than the regular supply from the Forest Departmeflt, our
revenues will suffer considerably and forest conservancy will be made more difficult.

5. I cannot second Captain Walker’s proposition that ‘a uniform rate should be
fixed for Teak throughout the Presidency; the rate in different districts must vary
as it depends on the distance the Wood has to ibe . caxfrie d ;i le‘ insfdz_xcé,) Mudl-lmalal
Teak can be laid down much cheaper\even‘up ‘at Ooté;camund than Anamalai Tesz
can at Coimbatore or Pothanore. It might, howeve r,’ bo & Agoiod lan to fix a certain
value on Teak, Blackwood and all our Prineipal timbers , 5‘?; they stand rin‘thg forest

and charge this, plus the cost of felling, del,iiv e;ing and 'éilpei'ilgteﬁdehce.‘?

T P S T U R ’
6. An early settlement of these questiong ig of great importance.. .
‘ Do e T T
Excrosupr No. 1., -+ ¢in '7r lond o

From C. G. DOUGL!;S, Esq., Deputy Conservator of Forests; ‘Anamalai Range, to Licutenant-
) Colonel . H. BEDDOME, Conservator : of Forests, Ootacamund, dated Coimbatore,
"+ 25th February 1876, N‘o_.‘321.‘ SIRN Y e - : :

I mave the honor to ,Bubmit for your -°°’18ideré,tioﬁ tl.n;‘; :foﬁoﬁ'fﬁ;; ‘réma:rks ‘_' F’Pnéemihg the
supply of timber to the Department of Publig Works dunng the Last ?'!i‘_l_ i?utre:n § offcial years.
: 2. In August 1874, after some correspondence ‘.;i')jni;’thé subiect had P“Sﬁed, ‘Government

issued an order that 600 tons Teak should be dolj \:v"er‘ed ‘to tifé : Depé.ff;inénf of Pu blic Works at
- Coimbatore at current market rates; I pointed Oiltf at the tane that x'xf);:ipec':iﬁent‘iqh 25 to dimen-
sions required accompanied tho indent. By the fionyy gyt 1875, 455 tois of timber wero
 brought to Coimbatore Depdt where the wang g¢ stich “specification Was at once felt, and after

* some trouble in picking out timber in accordance With- details, o ﬁl'j,: fhen Teceived, it was ordered
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that all logs of good quality and likely to cut tp economically should be passed.  Only 366 logs,
containing 7,179 cubic feet, were passed a3 anewering to this description, and the balance con-
demned as unfit for Public Works Department purposes. !

« 3. The success of this fransaction was all important ; other means of gecuring revenue had
been for the time st aside, and on iﬁ issue ‘depended the receipts of the yeay, In the hopes
therefore of repairing the failure 6 “some extent auctions of the rejected stock were tried, but

-proved so unsatisfactory, owing to combination among the dealers, that they had to be stopped. -

4. Tho loss and inconvenience to all concerned might in this instance have been obviated .
by a clear statement of the sort of timber wanted, or by a personal inspection of stock by a
Department of Public Works Oficer before tho expense of removal to Coimbatore had been

incurred,

6. Tt is exceedingly difficult, almost impossible, #» secure a sale here in the open market ;_
the trade is not sufficiently brisk, and this is the more felt if thasale has to be forced on to meet
a deficiency in rovenue within the last fow woeks of the official year.

6. The Public Works Department indent for 1875-76 was for the same quantity of Teak,
and in view of the objections raised to our rough timber, it was decided only to offer sawn. I
accordingly prepared at Anamalai 3,067 rafters containing 3,240 cubic feet, and 165 logs
oontaining 1,501 cubic feet ; at Coimbatore 1,071 rafters containing 972 cubic feet and 713 logs
containing 7,416 cubio feot ; total 262} tons. This was reported ready for inspection on the 6th
‘of January, and a further consignment of 8,000 cubic fect promised by the end of F. ebruary; a
List of the timber was then called for by the Superintending Engineer and furnished, and on the
10th of February, the District Engineer, Prosidency, inspected and selected 436 logs and 393

rafters. It must be noted that the balance is not rejected on the score of quality, but as merely
not being suitable in dimension.

- " 7. T'have received from the same officer a list of the scantlings wanted for the Post and
Telegraph Offices and Military Hospital at Madras, which, had T known of in good time, I could,
in all probability, have provided for, but which, frem the difficulty of working out timber from the
forests at this late period 2s well as of gotting sawyers to work at Anainalai on account of the
cholera, I cannot now undertake to supply in the short timo left before the end of the offcial year.

8. The timber now being sawn at Anamalai will be offered in squared logs of which thers
will be some 600, and the contents are calculated at. 8,000 cubic feet. Ay object is to sell this,
and I would suggest that if the timber is sound and of good quality, the Public Works Depart-
ment be requested to take it over, irrespective of its dimensions, as it was prepared for them
without spocification. I would not recommend its being ‘sawn i'ﬁ{o scantlings, with reference to
which it was not selected and to produce which might cause heavy wastage; it would be preferable
in my opinion to submit to the temporary loss of revenue, as the timber is good and sure to be

wanted eventually, Undgr these circumstances, however, I think tho Public Works Department
should take it at once. ‘

9. Of course, any of the timber already prepared in Coimbatore and Anamalai which can
" be further sxwn into the scantlings eontained in the list furnished by the Presidency Distriet
Engineer shall be so converted and forwarded without delay, and for the rest I must just do my
Lest to obtain a sale before the end of next month. '

(Y

10. The preseiit system of supplying timber is, I think, defective, and one on which ne
contractor could, I imagine, be got to work. The mistako is to allow this department to collect
a stock as was done last year, or to work it up &3 was done this year, and then to test it by a
standard of qualification which is not previodsly communicated. The timber may be of the best
and may be eagerly sought after next year, and yot be quite unsuitable for the purposes of the
moment. Instead of supplying the Forest Department with a list of requirements at the begin-

* aing, the Public Works Department calls for & list of moasurements from which to seclect what is

suitable at the end of the year; this is, I think, reversing the proper order of things, _
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11. It is not fair to the forest officer whose time might be more profitably ocoupied and
whose reputation in his department is to a great extent dependent on the financial success of

his range.

12. It must lead, too, to some inconvenience in the Public Works Department, though not '

so much felt, as by resorting to other forests or to the open market it is generally possible to
prooure the timber required. | - L
13. During the past two yearsthis annual supply of timber to the Publio Works Department
may be regarded more as an'experiment than anything else; the timber was not prepared for them
originally, and the two departments have not dealt hitherto on & large scale, and transactions
- require to be put into thorough working order. During the past season 108,760 cubio feet have
been cut to season with the view of supplying the Public Works Department and Ordnance
Department, and therefore, if it is intended to continue the system, you will doubtless be able, in
consultation with officers of Public Works Department, to remedy its defects. :

14. Precise details, such as I have alluded to, may not be procurable early in the year, but,
if not, it is clear that some regular standard be adopted for guidance and for economy of time
and money. . : . . :

15. Out of 42727}'.ton§ of timber prepared this year, oﬂy 5,600 cubic feet are at pfeéent taken

and even if the 160 tons at Anamalai are accepted, there is a considerable balance left on hand,
saleable doubtless in due course, but not easily so within the next few weeks, and this result is
due, I think, to the want of proper arrangement and understanding between thetwo ldepartn‘xen'ts.

anmmb for the information and orders of Gévérninent with reference to
G.0., dated 4th December 1875, No. 1,754.‘ : ; S

9. From the correspondence already before Government and .now submitted,
it appears that the insufficient scantling complained of- was. dile -partly_to.the fact
that the requirecments of the Department-of "Public, Works -were not known, and
partly to want of means for bringing large beams into Coimbatore. " . e

3. The Conservator raises one or two .points of general principle upon which it
is desirable that Government should pass a decision..  Colonel Beddome suggests that
the Forest Department should only be called upon to supply fimber ‘in squared and
sawn logs of such dimensions-as may be indented for and on regular indents only.
1f the Forest Department is. to be required to supply timber’in sawn scantlings,

- measurements should be given at least a year beforchand. ; ‘The Board consider that

it is certainly necessary for the forest officers to have long notice and exact descriptions
of the timber required. - The Board also consider that the timber should be inspected”

at the depéts by a _;‘ésppnsible officer of the Department of Public Works; as suggested
" by Captain Walker, and that the Forest Department should not :bocalled upon to
transport timber to Coimbatore for selection there, ~. ;*/ s AT

- - R . -

4" As regards price, the Board _consider ,that Colonel ‘Beddome’s” proposal to
- eharge the actual cost of felling dnd delivery in'addition to thd valuo of the standing
. - timber is fair. A uniform - ‘rgte}hl;gixgl}bhjt‘ the Presidency is. nrot'feamble as cost of

- carriage must vary greatly.  The Board think that the wood should bo selected: by an
. officer of the Department of - Pablie, Works ‘at " tho depots, and either transported and
" converted at its own costy or, if transported and worked up by the Forest Department,

- & price sufficiént t0 cover, the cost of these operations in addition to the valuo of the

timber shiould be: charged. : Rupeés’-2.a  eubio, foof for Teak. logs;’ delivered at

Pothanors or Cofmbatore; appears.a reasonablo price; . The' proposal that tho Depart-
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ment of Public Works should be precluded from purchasing timber in the open market
does not commend itself to the Doard. - :

5. To obviate misunderstanding in future, it is advisable that definite rules

on these points should be laid down by Government.in the Department of Public

Works. . )
(True Copies and Extract.)

- (Signed) C. A. GALTON,
Acting Secrelary.”

‘ Forest, No. 2; Paracraras 3 and 4 will be referred

consideration and for the iscue of the
necessary orders. Without sufficient notice being given to the Forest Department,
it cannot be expected that the requisite timber can be supplied by them: and the
system of indents and previous inspection by Public Works officers, as proposed, will
remove much of the inconvenience and difficulty experienced under existing arrange-
ments, ) ‘ ' ’

(True Extract.)
(Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,
' Secy. to Govt., Rev. Dept.
‘ No. 993.
MEMORANDUM.

Tre Chief Engineer has the honor to remark with reference to the papers recorded
with Revenue Department Order, No. 741, of 2nd June, that it was never desired

_that the Forest Department should supply Public Works Officers with squared and

pawn logs of timber. The idea originated with Captain Campbell Walker, who
was dissatisfied with the rate which the Anamalai timber in log was priced atin
Coimbatore, and hoped to realize a higher price by con‘ggrting it into scantlings—See
his letter of 19th June 1875, recorded with Revenue Department Order, No. 1,457, of
4th October, | |

2. Tndividual Public Works Officers can never tell precisely what scantlings to
order till all the Budgets are passed, t.e, till near the end of the official year; by

to the Public Works Department for

which time it is generally too late for the Forest Officers to get work done in the
jungles. All that Public Works Officers expect of Forest Officers, is to lay down

sound well-seasoned logs, in accessible places, of ordinary dimensions, such as speci-
fied in the accompanying note; and it would facilitate business very much, if lists

of all timbers available in Forest Depdts were annually or half-yearly communicated
to the Chief Engineer for the information of his Department, Public Works Officers
would then know where to go to look for what they want. DBut thoy cannot buy in
out-of-the-way places ; if, as stated'in paragraph 2 of the Revenue Board’s Proceedings
of the 13th May, No. 1,254, the Forest Department Officers fail to get their large
timber moved from their depdts, how can the Public Works Officcrs expect to succeed.
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so Wynaad Deputy Conservator's lett .
(IS::e;lw Dep};utment Order of 19th May, No. 1.,1.83?. - ﬁcriai .
3. .The question of price to be cha;'ged is in itself quite 1mm : s o frans ,

. en Government Depurtments. In the abscnce .o a 131ar e te;
e at accessible depdts, after good notice given, 1]t) restst thl:

t per cubi shall be allowed the Forest Departmen

Gorerne e l?::aittp:oosf:: fl:zﬁ(:utl:)l’(lzzx?)(iltown the timber where t]%e Public Works
over and hore Wt delivery of it. Lieutcnant-Colonel Beddome clau'ns 8 Annas per
O s ZG,CGP oss price of Rupees 2 all round at Pothanore or C.J‘onnbatore.. The
oo Proﬁt,'anl Zg‘r N0P4 949, of 11th January, from the District Engineer, Presidency,
accompanying le er, f‘ Iiu e;s 11 which was paid in 1875, makc; Rupees 2-1-§ at
shows thal, the T4 B L . n; contractors’ rates for Burmah Teak having

: 104-11-0 per to . !
Madras, or R;Pei?es 82 for three years previously. Lleutenant-Colox?gl Beddome may
raged only Kup that is not the opinion of the Public Works Officers

: i ing considered); and the wastage is decidedly
' ‘ who use othy (Ordm:-rflg;\rf:ss clslo: lgull;ie;nfgo?:f Pothazl:)re a]l@ws therFo;est Depart-
X oo Burmahf‘zo‘znha; the staztements' made in paragraph 3 of Lieutexoxant-Colonel
g PfOﬂf tot r of th’h Ap:ril-being’: incotrect.—See papers recorded with Revenue
&t Beddo::é;t (em;é}s Nos. 109 of 15th February 1874, and 972 of 3rd August 1874,
1 De??'r L - (Signed) - ' G.'W. WALKER, Major-General, R.E,
o .- .. . Chief Enginecr, Deparément Public Works,

. actions ‘being
as established by open sales,

L

ave es B ‘
" call the latter inferior timber, but
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o e : rely upon all good timber in log from 16 ' : ,

455 - T lr‘qrest mﬁiﬁﬁmﬁaﬁm'é iﬁchés x 8 inches to 18 inches X 12 inches can be cut,
2 - ot of ‘.th}lfsqthé urposes of the Public Works Department; also shorter Ic.)gs of 8 to 16 feet
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T e o g e .

¢
N Value of Anama’ai Teak received Jrom Forest Department. ’ ;

B3. A,

Toiactual cost of 3,198 cubic feet of Anamalai Teak’... we 4,797

»» Railway charges C e 1,538
»» Temoval charges at Madras .. .. 189
» Do. at Coimbatore, vide District Engineer’s -

‘ No. 2,022, dated 5th October 1875 .., ... 115

———

6,610 2 2

(%) O v =3
o ocwvl

|

Total ...

Therefore for 1 cubic foot
Workshops contingencies

cose ) »oe

Total ... 2 1 6

Curravux,
Octolber

(Signed)  R. E. HAMILTON, Lietenant, R.E,, -

1In chargs of Presidency Workshop, D.P, TV,
. t

et Sy Ce——

No. 113; OrpER THEREON, 6th July 1876, No. 1,721.

ITis the duty of -the Public Works
Oificers to obtain their timber of good

' 7 quality in the cheapest manner. They
will deal with the Forest Department preferentially for timber at such prices as shall

not over-enhance their ordinary rates of “;orking. . For their ordinary supply they.
will let the Forest Officers know on the 1st April at latest date, how many logs of
certain lengths and scantlings they require delivered at certain Forest Depbts,
Work sites or Railway Stations during the ensuing calendar year. If the Forest
Officer undertakes to deliver, mutual arrangements shall be made for inspection

and transfer of the timber; which will be dealt with precisely as if supplied by an
ordinary contractor. : :

’ ‘ ACCOUNT, No. 14.

2. The Forest Department is not expected to supply squared or sawn timber
except by special agreement. But it is expected to supply at convenieat depéts, such

- a8 Railway Stations, not in the forests—except in the case of specially long or large

timber being required, when the Public Works Officer may be required to go to the
forest to make his own selection. The Forest Department must decide on their

- prices with reference to their estimate of revenue and to% ‘market ; but Public Works

Officers’ dealings with them will be on the same foo ing as their dealings with
ordinary contractors,

(True Extract.)

Colonel,

7 0fy. Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D,
To the Revenue Department. i :

To District Engineers.

To the Congultjng Architect. .
- ,,é //Zdﬁw %‘/4”’ ”ﬂ‘é

Esd. W. H. French, ~ :

"Spare Gopiéi_ o




®
B
N
™
NEY
JTY
&
R
2

\
AN
N

e s e it 2 * TN e

E’ (%/ /dﬁ%wuzﬂ%

&@&Uygmuvumy¢¢m&

1 ‘;cﬁhweém/yw

- /s- " ~/41.

R DR (e
T

S qé%;éﬁfJ%’&’ -
g - : uf P &f&/i

o i ; : -
i S .
t ‘ LT . K
; . PN ‘ b
- 1 ’ .- .':4. “.. - ’ -
. » T e e EN S

—
B e i
ez - Py
+

> s s g — r—
N S -

,.,*4,- ‘7,,;,;.;‘7 E T

\ %awmz‘c .@%m/mm/. ey
' - , K \‘ . .
At y . -~ 4 7 \‘ L.
HE s s Dor. . Ll SR W E J
AP, Ve R “’\ g L
M s v
B f},ﬁ' A

_PROCEEDINGS qf the- MADRAS GOVERNMENT MR

Vs " Reap the following «% Ao .
i ‘@r W ,74;22/4‘@4440“/“'?

_mmwméa44;54/~m%?%4y/L%57m¢}




)

[ e 2 s i o s Pz,
! M»/“’%Wmh’z;j"‘”’

<
,;—W

. . - ~, ~
P - LT e s -

.i X cT . ~~‘ e ot A e

7 St 876, Ao Y83,
et

. 3“.:\\ \‘(\ \\ Comem ™ e - \ﬁ-

SRS

' . ~. o~
a - B
© - . ~ - - ~ ~
Y. e N ’ " .t € . € ?, H L
A et - . R T
2l ~ ™~
A « -~ €
- A 2N » =
\ ) .- = . “ N .
] -~ S ~ e
.
NP 1 . 0~ v ., R

», o
Tt o W S e A vy

+

’ ." wéﬁz/@f‘f&q M—Dﬂ

s e er——— oy

|
!
|
\
|
i
{
|
.{
?
]
/

)

e AR

e Ty

[P

e . T e e

~ 4



A | Procéedings of the Madras Government; Revenue Department,
‘ - " 2nd June 1876.

- No. 33. Rgad the fbll;)wing Proceedings:of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th
May 1876, No. 1,254, Forest No. 45:— ‘

Read the following letter from Lieut.-Colo'nel‘ R. H. BEDDOME, Conservatoz of
; ‘ Forests, to C. A. GALTON, Esq., "Acting Secretary to the Board of
) Revenue, dated Ootacamund; 19th April 1876, No. 545 :—

Wrrn reference to G.O., No. 1,754, of the 4th December last, forwarded to
me for remarks with the Board's docket, No. 51-2,859, of the 4th instant, 1 have
$2=the-honor to informn you that, as far as’ my department is concerned, the question

is answered in Captain Campbell Walker’s letter, No. 202, of the 19th of June last,
. récorded in G.0., 4th October 1875, No. 1,457.

R Ty

= .

AT e

2. 1 forwha;ci; Aherév&ith, ‘a copy of a letter® f;oih Mr. Douglas, the ﬁepﬁty'
: Conservator of the Anamallay Division,

» N . 4 o
No. 821,.of the 25th February 1876, by which you will perceive that thero
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is a great want of system on the side of the Department of Public Works, with
reference to their indents on our department for tZmber; it is impossible that we
can continue to supply their requirements in this manner without proper indents
. except at.a ‘considerable loss. I do not myself think that it is the province of
this department to §u’pply timber in sawn scantlings, but if we have to do this,
indents giving tho measurements should be supplied at least a year before the

logs of such dimensions as may be indented for, _ _ , Ny

'~ 3. Another question requiring the consideration of -the Board and Govern-
ment is the price at which our Anamallay timber is now being delivered to the
Public Works Department. By.Captain Walker’s letters recorded in the G.O.,

“No. 1,457, of the 4th of October last, it  will be. seen that he agreed to a rate of

|
4

timber is ‘to be delivered. I would, however, strongly advise that the Forest:
. Department should only ha ealled npan tn. dslives timhor in squarod end swma e

Rupees 1-8-0 per cubic foot for our Anamallay logs (unsawn) at Coimbatore, and

the Board sanctioned this,
Rupees 1-6-6 per cubic foo
_include superintendenco w

‘Tt had been ascertained that the timber actually cost,
t when layed down at Pothanore; this, however, did not
hich may be put down at 2 to 3 Annas per cubic foot

according to the amount felled during the y
rates could not be remunerative or even cover

' - the forest has consequently been worked at
value of 8 Annas per cubic foot, as contrac
and agreed to give this price for any trees
over- to them; it appears -to me, therefore,

- (=} N
Pothanore or Coimbatore would be Rupees 2

{
i
i
% ‘be tho wish of Government that our department should supply the timber at
¢ less than the cost of felling and deliyering, plus its standing value; it cheapens
i the Public Works Department estimates fictitiously, and our department does not

' ghow a correct return, . .

ear, 80 it is very evident that these
tho work¥r expenses of the forest ;

- and as all the timber has been delivered at these rates during the last two years,

a loss and shown an annual deficit.

-Captain Walker never calculated that the Teak in the Anamallays has a standing’
tors have constantly come forward-
that might be marked and handed "

that the Public Works Department

‘shou_l_d" certainly pay this 8 Annas in addition to the actual charges incurred
in felling and delivering, so that a fair rate to fix fo

per cubic foot. It cannot, I think,

.

r the supply all round at



A e e S e+ e % s s

Proceedmgsqf the Madras G'overnment Revenue Department, v
2nd June 1876.

R

4. The Public Works Dep‘artment could probably always get Burma Teak \}
~ata cheaper rate; but this timber is acknowledged to be inferior, and it is surely
better for one Govemment Department to indent on another as far as possxble.\
Timber from Zemindari forests and other private tracts worked by contractors
-without any respect to conservancy and without establishments can often be thrown

into the market at rates that far under-sell us,fbut such supplies are limited and
_uncertain, and if Government Departments are allowed to look to these because -
___ . oneday they happen to be much cheaper than the regular supply from the Forest
P - Department our revenues will’ suﬁ'er consxderably and forest conservancy leIbe
! " made more difficult. : T
L!/ - -7 7 5. Icanhnot second Captain Walker s proposrtlon that a umform rato should

.

, be fixed for Teak throughout the Presidency ; the rate in different districts must
g vary as it depends on the distance the wood has to be carried ; for instance, Mudu-
mallay Teak can be laid down much cheaper even up at Ootacamund than Ana-

PIFPCNs

~ tofixa certain value on Teak, Blackwood and all our prlnclpal timbers as they
B ~. stand in the forest and chargo this, plm the cost of felling, delwermg and superin.,
' tendence. S : - : _
6. An early settlement of these questlons is of greahmportance. %ff,“:

S AR
P e
i

Encr.osunr.Nol o . L ein

ma LaEL

From c. G DOUGLAS Esq, Deputy Conservator of Forests Anamaﬂay Ranrre, to Lxeutenant-
Colonel R. H.- BEDDOME, Conservator of Forests Ootacamund dated Coxmbatore, °\_‘ v
25th-February 1876, No. 321.

I mave the honor- to submit for yonr consxderatxon the followmg remarks concermng the
supply of timber to the Department of Public Works during the last and current official years.
oo e 2. In August 1874, after some correspondence on the subject had passed, Government issued
f'; ) ‘ : ) an order that 600 tons Teak should “be dehvered to the Department of Public Works at Coimba-

- e _tore at current market rates; I poxnted out at the time that no specification as to dimensions

R ‘ff . required accompanied the indent. By the month -of January 1875, 455 tons of timber wero
- ..~ brought to Coimbatore Depot ‘where the want of such specification was at once felt, and after some
-7 .. .trouble in picking ant timber in accordance mth details, only then received, it was ordered that ©
s ,«J s _" e]l Iogs of good’ quality and hkely to cut up economxca]ly should -be passed. Only 366 logs,

Lo contammn 7, 179 cubic feet, were passed as answenno to this de.,cnptxon and the balance con-
demned as unfit for Public Works Dcpartment purposes. - : S
R N : N&“_. 8. The success of this tro.nsactxon was all xmportant 3 other means of securmg revenus had
§ ; - been for the' time set asnde, and on’its issue depcnded the. receipts of the year. In’the hopes
s gherefore of repalrxug the fmlure to some extent anctxons of the rejected gtock were tried, but
proved 80 unsatnfactory, owmg to combmatxon among ‘the dealers, thnt they had to be stopped.
.- 4. The loss -and i xnconvemence toall concerned mmbt in this instance have been obviated
: byn.clear statement of the' sort of - timber wanted or by a personal’ mspectxon ‘of stock by a
Department of I’ubhc Works Oﬂicer before the expense of removal to Counbo.tore had been

il

e~

L4
et Ry JRUE AR <)

o) ——
s v
BB it

T,
4

Ll

SRR mcnrred., U T . : -
Tionl B, It xs exceedmgly dxfﬁcnlt almost xmpossxble, to secure a sale here in tbe open market H
-,;tbe trade is not suﬂicxently brisk, and thxs is the 'more felt if - the sale has to be forced on to meet
‘8 deﬁcx_ency in revenue thbm the last few weeks of the official  year.:i.5 faes K

S - The’ Publxc Works Department xndent for 1875-76 was for the same. quantxty of Teak
:and in rxew of the ob;ectxons raxsed to our rough txmber. xt was decxded only to oﬂ“er sawn. -1

R

e

it}

’ ““mallay Tecak can at Coimbatore or Pothanore. *It might, however, be a good plan® 1
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- 7,418 cubie fect ; total 262} tons.
- and a further consignment of 8,000 cubic feet promised by the end of February ; a list of the

Proccedings of the ﬂIadras Government, Revenue Department
2nd June 1876.

sccordingly prepared at Anamallay 3,067 rafters containing 3,240 cubic feet, and 165 logs containing
1,501 cubic feet ; at Coimbatore 1,071 rafters containing 972 cubic feet and 713 logs containing
This was reported ready for inspection on the 6th of January,

timber was then called for by the Supermtendmg Engineer and furnished, and on the 10th of
February, the District Engineer, Presidency, i inspected and selected 486 logs and 593 rafers. It
must be noted that the balance is not rejected on the score of quality, but as merely not being

lmteble in dimension.

57. I bave received from the same officer a list of the scantlings wanted for the Post and
Telearaph Offices and Military Iospital at Madras, which, had I known of in good time, I could,
in"all probability, have provided for, but which, from the difficulty of working out timber from the

’ forests at this late period as well as of getting sawyers to work at Anamallay on account of the
" ¢holera, I cannot now undertake to supply in the short time left before the end of the official year.

8. The timber now being sawn at Anamallay will be offered in squared logs of which there
will be some 600, and the contents are calculatedat 8,000 cubic feet. My object isto sell this,
and I would suggess that if the timber is sound and of good quality, the Public Works Departments
be requested to take it over, irrespective of its dimznsions, as it was prepared for themi “without
specification.” I would not recommend its being sawn into scantlings, with reference to which it
was not selected and to produce which might causesheavy wastage ; it would be preferabie in my
opinion to submit to the temporary loss of revenue, as the timber is good and sure to be wanted
eventually. Under these circumstances, however, I think the Public Works Department should
take it at once.

9. Of course, any of the timber alrendy prepared in Coimbatore and Anamallay which can be _‘

further sawn into the scantlings contained in the list furnished by the Presidency District Engineer
shall be go converted and forwarded without delay, and for the rest I must just do my best to obtain

, a sale before the end of next month.
" 10. The present system of supplying timber is, I think, defective, and oneon which no-
contractor could, I imagine, be got to work. The mistake is to allow this department to collecs’

a stock as was done last year, or to work it up as was done this year, and then to test it by a
standard of qualification which is not previously communicated. The timber may be of the bess
and may be eagerly sought after next year, and yet be quite unsuitable for the purposes of the

- moment. Instead of supplying the Forest Department with a list of requirements at the beginaing,

the Public Works Department calls for a list of measurements from which to select what is suitable
at the end of the year; this is, I think, reversing the proper order of things.

11. It is not fair to the forest officer whose time might be more profitably occupied and
whoso reputation in his department is to a great extent dependent on.,?ac finanecial success of his
range.

12. It must lead, too, to some inconvenience in the Public Works Department though not
£0 much felt, as by resorting to other forests or to the open market it is generally possible to

* procure the timber required, -

13. During the past two years this annual supply of timber to the Public Works Department
may be regarded more as an experiment than anything else ; the timber was not prepared for them

‘originally, and the two departments have not dealt hitherto on a large scale, and transactions

require to be put into thorough working order. During the past season.108,760 cubic fect. have

" been cut to season with the view of supplying the Public Works Department and Ordnance Depart-

ment, and therefore, if it is intended to continue the system, you will doubtless be’ able, in consulta-
tion thh officers of Public Works Department, to remedy its defects, -

14. Precise details, such as I have alluded to, may not be procurable early in the ycar but,
if not 1t is clear that somo Jegular standard be 1dopted for guidance and for economy of time

‘and money.

15. Out of 4"25 tons of txmber prepared this year, only 9,600 cabic feet are at present taken,

e land even if thc 160 tons at Anamallay are ocoepted thcre isa consxderable balanceleft oa hand,

»
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Revenue Department, B

. 2nd June 1876.

ealeable doubtless in due course, but not easily so within the next few weeks, and this result is due,
l think, to the want of proper arrangement and understanding between the two departments.
(True Copy.) o

" (Signed)  R.°H. BEDDOME, Lleut -Colonel
. Cons*rvator of Foresta,

SuBMITTED for the information and orders of Government thh reference to
G.0., dated 4th December 1875, No. 1,754, '

2. From the correspondence already before Government and now submltted
it appears that the insufficient scantling complained of was due partly to the fact
that the requirements of the Department of Public Works were not known, and
partly to want of means for bnngmg large beams into Coimbatore.

3. The Conservator raises one or two points of general prxnc1ple upon
which it is desirable that Government should pass a decision. Colonel-Beddome
suggests that the Forest Department should only be called upon to supply timber
in squared and sawn logs of such dimensions as may be indented for and on

- regular indents only. If the Forest*Department is .to be required to supply
timber in sawn scantlings, measurements should be given at least a year before- .

band. The Board consider that it is certainly necessary for the forest officers

_ to havelong notice and exact descriptions of the timber required. The Board

also consider that the timber should be inspected at the depdts by a responsible
officer of the Department of Public Works, as suggested by Captain Walker, and that
the Forest Department should not be called upon to transport timber to (‘oxmbas
tore for selection there.

4. As regards price, the Board consider that Colonel Beddome’s proposal
to charge the actual cost of felling and delivery in.addition to the value of the

“standing timber is fair. A uniform rate throughout the Presidency is not feasible

as cost of carriage must vary greatly. The Board think that the wood should be

- gelected by an officer of the Department of Public Works at the depdts, and either
-"transported and converted at its own cost, or, if transported and worked up by the -

Forest Department, a price sufficient to cover ‘the cost of these operations in
addition to the value of the timber should be charged. ; Rupees 2 a cubic foot for

‘Teak logs, delivered at Pothanore or Coimbatore, appears areasonable price, The

proposal that the Department of Public Works should be precluded” from purchas-
ing timber in the open market does not commend itself to the Board,
5. To obviate misunderstanding .in future, it is advisable that deﬁmte rules

_on these points should be laxd down by ( Government in the Department of Public
Works. )

(Tme Cop1es and Extract )

(Slgned) C A GALTON ,
L Actxng Secretary

Oxm:n nmnnon, 2nd June 1876 No.—741

--.to " the: Pubho Works Department for
consxderatxon and for the msue of tho
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ed that the requisite timber can be supplied by them : and the > system -
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(True Extract.)
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To the Publis Workl Department

'.5, the Doard of Revenue, midlimeofopetinmmpunmesrorsiehr-fuy
» the Conservator of Forests. R . .
»n tbe Financial Department. L ‘ .
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