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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publie Works Department,
96th June 1876. No. 1,606

Read the following papers —

No 53b. From Surgeon-General E G BALFOUR, Surgeon-General, Indian
Medical Department, to the Hon W. HUDLESTON, Chief Becretary to

Government, dated Fort 8t George, 19th May 1876, No. 301 .

Ix my letter, No 329, of 19th October 1872 (Proceedings of Government, Public
Works Department, 1st February 1873), 1 submitted an extract from a Madras ncws-
paper pownting to the absence at the Triputty Railway Station of necessary surgical
mstruments and appliances for an accident that had occurre(.1 there,

2  The recent references to the railways, regarding which my letter, No 221, of
17th April 1876, was wnitten, have shown that many of the Railway Medical Officers
are not sufficiently qualified to use mstruments, but I enclose an extract from the same
newspaper as before, m which 1t 18 mentioned that, on tﬁe 13th 1‘1‘13tant, ‘)the legs of
the Fuel Writer “were completely gevered from his body, }19 was ‘‘ after 20 minutes’
delay at the station placed on a cot belonging to the guards’ bungalow and se’l,ni ‘to the
Government Tosptal, which is about 2 t0 3 miles from the Railway Station.”  None
of the Raulway Officials or Subordinates, nor did the Railway Apothecary accompany
him e lingered for about 21 to 3 hours after the accident occurred, and expired

10 minutes after he was admutted mfo the bospital, Ilere 18 another mstance where

a Railway Apothecary, though present at tho scene of accrdent, was perfectly useless
) (o4

owing to hus not bemng supplied with surgical mstruments.”

3  The List No 14 n the Proceedings of Government of 1st February 1873,
however, gives an ample hst of instruments at Gh’ooty, but hi; Gmc: mC Oulxgc I may
rerhaps deem 1t desirable to request the observations of the Agent for the Railway,

h on the enclosed report, 1n the extract from this newspaper.

No 773. |
Public Works Department (Railway) ,

(S1gned) W. HUDLESTON,
Claef Secrelary

TRANSFERRED to the

OoracaMTND,
22nd May 1876

wrirarbmia——

" No. 865.

Engpeer for Railways for any remarks which the
way may, after mquiry, wish to offer

n i

RerFERRED to the Consulting
Agent and Mapager of the Madras Rulway ’
QO0TACAMUND . (Signed) G. W WALKER, Major-Genl, R E,

b

< Secy. to Gov
26th May 1876 ecy. to Gout,, P, W p,
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Proceeduzys of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
26th June 1876. No 1,606

—.

No 5335-A.  From Lieutenant-Colonel J. IT M SHAW-STEWART, RE, Consult-
mng Engmeer for Railways, to Major-General G W. WALKER, RE,

Secretary to Goy (roment, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 16th
June 1876, No 294.

" of;x returning the papers which accompanied your endorsement, No 865, dated
¢ 26th ultimo, T have the honor to enclose, for the consideratinn of Iis Grace the
Governor in Council, a letter* from the
Agent of the Madras Railway Company,
upon the subject of the recent fatal
accident at the Ghooty Railway Station-

* No 583, dated 5th June 1876, with enclosure

From R B ELWIN, Lsq, Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to Lieute-

nant-Colonel J H M SI AW-STEWART,R L, Consulting Engineer for Railways,
dated Madras, 5th June 1876, No 583

o ApverTing to your letter of the 30th ultimo, No 563, I have the honor to rcturn, herewith,
e letter addressed to the Government by the Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, 88
to the fatal acadent which oocurred at Ghooty on the 13th ultimo, together with a copy of &

report mado to me by the Company’s Cousult.cg Thysician 1 answer to Dr DBalfour's
observations

2 Asregards the Surgeon-General’s remarks and the extract from the  Standard * news-
Paper which he quotes, I w.ll only add to what Dr ILlder stites, that i a subsequent 1ssue of
the same newspaper, a paragraph appeared denying every word of the previous statement

3 With reference to the opinion expressed by you 1n the last parngraph of your letter to
the effect that ** there scems to have been no urgent necesaty for the removal of tho man to the
Government Iospital at Ghooty,” I agree with Dr Elder in thanking that the Apotheocary acted
wisely 1n doing as he il The unfortunate man was placed on a cot and most carefully
removed, attended by his friends and Ly the Apothecary, who walked by the side of the cot
admimstering stimulants

From Dr W ELDCR, Acting Consulting Physician, to R B ELWIN, Lyq, Agent and
Manager of the Madras Rmlway Company, datel Royapooram, 5th June 1876, No 209

I HavE the honor to acknowledge receipt of copy of letter, No 563, of 30th May last, from
the Consulting Engincer for Railways, with your endorsement thereon, accompanied by a letter
from Surgeon-General Balfour, to the address of the Chief Secretary to Governmont, Publie
Department, relative to the lute accident at Ghooty Station

2 In returmmng the Surgeon-General's lotter, I beg most rospectfully to state that
Apothecary Iewitt did all that could be done 1n the eircumstances for the late Annamoonthoo
Naidoo, ¢ Fuel Wnter” at Ghooty ¢

3. 'With regard to the question of surgical mstruments, I may be permutted
the Apothecary at Ghooty had every appliance necessary for the immediate wants
alluded to The man’s legs were completely savered from his body,
sarily elapse before sny thing could be done to the stumps, bayond
the heemorrhage  As the case was a hopeless one from the first, ther
taking the patient to the Cinil Iospital, still, in my opinion,
seohing to gct for the injured man all the assistance possible
with a view to covening the ends of the bones, the hospital wa
undertaking such an operation.

to say that
of the case
and somse tymg must neces-
camng them gnq arresting
e seemed Littlq necessity for
the Apothecary acted wisely 10
For, 1n the event of operating
8 the most guitable place for

- \ % L‘ Ed
3 wr

A A ety oy
et

B ST Ady | e kel . -
S T T P i o N\ 7/ Fall

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
26tk June 1876. No 1,606

! 4 TIneed hardly allude to the latter portion of paragraph 2 in the Surgeon-General’s
lotter further than to 1emark that Apothecary Hewitt accompanied the man to hospital

5 T reeret to have to demur to Dr Balfour's statement “ that many of the Railway
b i »
Medical Officers are not sufficiently qualified to use mstruments’

No 536 ORDER THEREON, 26th June 1876, No 1,606

‘ i His Grace the Governor m Council

| ’ RAILWAY, No 49-A observes that every attention appears to
have been paid to the sufferer by the

’ Railway Apothecary, and that there was no lack of surgical mstruments

(True Extract )

Colonel,
Ofy Under Secy to Govt, P W.D

To the Public Department
» Consuling Enguneer for Railways

2t
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LierT -COLONEL JHM SHAW-STEWART, RE,
Consulting Engincer for Radways,

<
- Rattway DrrarTuest.

From

To
M asor-GENERAL ¢ W. WALKER, RE,
Seerelwry to Government,
Public 1Worls Depariment,
Fort Samt George.
SIR,
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