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Proceedings of the Madias Government, Pubhe Works Department,
23rd June 187€.

No. 468 Read the following letter from Colonel W. T F. FAREWELL, Deputy

Chief Engmeer, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R E, Secretary to

Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St George, 17th June
1876 —

~71irH reference to G O, Na, 1 106, dated 4th May 1876, I have the honor to
report that on the 14th instant I met the Superintending Engineer of Chingleput
and the Seroolur Range Officer at Ennore, and with them mspected the Bar

2 Of the work reported to be executed by the Public Works Department
beyond two mounds of sand, with a depression between them, nothing remains to be
seen j but of the good results accruing from the work there ¢4 be no doubt, The
volume of water admitted through the open:ng while 1t was kept open must have been
oonsiderable, as the fresh water in the Ennore estuary has been either entirely
displaced by the sea-water, or so thoroughly impregnated with salt as to admat of the
usual mannfacture of this produce, which, since the Bar was opened, has been as fricie-
ful ag heretofore, while now the density of the water is said to be so great that it
yields more brine per cubic foot hfted 1nto the evaporating pans than usual ; thus, so
far as the manufacture of salt is concerned, nothing further 13 required to be done at
present '

3. Inregard tothe navigation, on returning from Enmore I very carcfully
inspected the whole of the canal to the Basin. Taking upwards of 100 soundings per
mile north of the Cheddincooppoom Lock, the water was quite sufficient to allow f
boats carrying about Zrds of their usual freight ; whale south of 1t, half loads can
certamly be carried  The state of the canal generally shows that great attention hss
been paid to 1t 1ts bed 18 remarkably level , I have never seen it in better condition
There are a few localities 1n which, to a small extent, silf appears to have collected, to
whick T have directed the attention of the Superintending Engineer, who, no doubt,
sill “ave them looked to In add'tion to the very exceptional season durmng the
past year, the deficiency of water 11 the canal south of the Lock may also be attributed
to 1ts connectton with the Cooum river having been entirely cut off by the dam
at the hospital bridge As soon as this dam 15 removed, the navigation will be as good
as can possibly be expected, and herefore 1t appears unnecessary to re-open the Ennore
Bar on this account. The eomstruction of any dam across the canal at Calinja weuld,
in adation to stopping aavigation altogether, cut off all charces of any accession nf
mea-water that might reach the Ennore estuary by%he Pulicat Bar

4. The Salt Department, with the view of preventing inund-tion of the pans,
&c, &c,1n case of heavy floods, continue to make a shallow cutting to the sea at fl e
same point a3 that made by the Public Works Department ; and the Deputy Collect( ¢
of the Salt Department told me ‘that at spring tides for a day or two he admitted tha
gca m the backwater, but from what I could gather the amount admitted must Dy
very ansignuficant The expenditure, however, 13 only from 15 to 18 Rupees per diem,
and 1t 19 & gocd thing that the safety valvo should not be neglectzd

b 'Though the Supenntending Engineer has submitted no mformatmn, as
directad by Government, through me, yet in my position as Under-Sccretary to Govers-
ment in'the Public Works Department I opened, read, and forwarded the sane day
to the Secretary to Government a letter*
from the Supenntending Engincer, Chn.
gleput, In this letter, as he personally informed me, the Svpenntending Crgineer

* No 827, dated 8th and 10th June 1876
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