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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works De partme;;mm
- 31st May 1876
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Read the following endorsement of the Chief Secretary to Govemment

No. 523.
v dated Ootacamund, 15th May 1876, No. 752 :—

From Colonel R. M. "wIAC'DO‘TALD Director of Public Instruction, Madras to the
Honorable W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government Fort 8¢,
George, dated Madras, 10th May 1 76, No. 1,259.

npm——

el ¥

T mave the honor in submitting the ascompanying letter, No. 56 C of the 9th
instant, from the Principal of the Civil Engneering College, to express a hope that
Government will be pleased to reconsider ther Order in the Public Works Department
No. 1,075 of the 29th April 1876.

- 9. The unsatisfactory position of the College Department of the Civil FEngineer-

' ing College owing to the small prospect of enployment which the students had before
{hem, was prominently brought to the noticc of Lord Napier at one of the anniver-
saries of the College by Mr. Powell, and the result was the appointment of a Committee,
who recommended that three appointments as Probationary Assistant Engincers Should
be annually given to those students who might attain the most dlstmgulbhed positions
in the hst of Dachelors of Civil Engincering .

.

.

A}

.
A

3. Government in paragraph 2 of their Order, No. 1,237 of the 14th May 1872,
apprOVed of the regulations drawn up by the Committee, but determined that oiily one
appointment should be made annually instead of three. More than this they thought
they could not do, as provision had to be made for the employment of certain Royal
Engineer Officers and Students from Cooper’s ILill College. P

4. This was understood to be a distiact plédge that one appointment would be

given annually in the manner recommended by the Committee. It was referred to aq

) guch in the Public Instruction Report of the year, and at various anniversaries which
have been held since, and there is very little doubt that the offer of this valuable prize

has largely contributed to the marked improvement which has taken place in the

PN
ES

number and qualifications of the students now entering the Scnior Department of the

College. s .

5. Tt so happens that the young man vho had reason “to expect thls appointment
this year is the most distinguished student who has ever passed out of the College, and I
" have no doukt that he entered ithe College and worked his way throughthe course in
the full assurancedhat if he succeeded in fulfilling the conditions named the reward
Promlsed would bo given. To a person so sxtuate?l the W1thholdmr’ of the prize can
cly appear in any other light than that of a breach of faith.

-

st ih o el Dt sen T

f

L am ks ve B man

| ~"  gearc
6. Itis possible that the meaning of the Government Order may have been

misunderstood. If an error has been committed on this point, I am primarily respon-
sible for it, as I wrote the Report for 1871-72 rcferred to by Colonel Rogers. In G.O0 o
No. 1,075, of the 20th April 1876, reference is made to paragraph 6 of G.0., No.1,237,
of the 14th May 1872, but no reference is made to paragraph 2. But the whole
question turns upon paragraph 2 and not upon paragraph 6. Colonel Rogers has not
asked Govemment to find immediate employment for all who have passed examinations

.~ for highér g orades than that of Overseer. All that he has asked is for one Probationary
Assistant Encrmeer’s *fppointment fox a_person who has fulfilled the conditions laxd
doWn ln Pamgmph
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GERS, RE, Pringi
irector of Publio I

M
ent, Publie IPorks Department,
3ls¢ May 187s. ¢
R

bstruction, Madras, dated 9th May 1876,

In that Report the Director of Publig Instruction, in his

Department,

at the aruiver. sary of the Qivil Engineering College on the
of the Cs3go, reaq before the Ifonorable A.J. Arbuthnot,
» Who presided op that oceasion, Sincoe then the order bas been
TSATy a3 m inducement ¢, the natives of the higher classes

. ver t may have intended, ipn paragraph 6 of the Government
agam?t committing themselves ¢ the appointment of one studeut of the College
Engmeermg branch of the ublio Works Department, without regard to any

artment, whicl might make si . ’ 1o, Still
Paragraph was, T believe S 2%e sich & measure undesiralle or impossible

who, under the changes sanctioned by th

grad'e of “Supervisop »» instead of for that of
Qualificatioy had bee

“Overseer,” for which rank alone certificates of
if the present candidate who has
cost of time and money, and who, b
ighest position ever yet obtained ;
® certain expectation of obtainin

(zrks Depa%ent, isto be told that
he g ¢ obtain ,

just completed his studies at the
¥ his abilitics and industry, has won
n the faculty of Engineering, and h‘f’
& employment in the upper branch of the Public
a3 a reward for Ljg remarkably successful College career,
o1g held in view g the aim of all his lubor and all
I think, be denied tha Lo will have the C?d 2mong the subordinates of the dapartment, it caunot,

ot only Ragavah Charriar, but a)) th
Purpose of ing i

ril;‘pt o c?}ifeizlo f;)r the APpointment, of Probationary Assistant Engincer, will have the
4 ey nt;:et b‘senf nduced o gyter the Colloga by hope: of preferment held
- commzm :y lif}illled; and it is tg }q feared that they and their friends, ?Dd
Leomas” d’ iy © could not hy have falt the greatest satisfaction in he"ml,lg
D”Partment, will consider ), £ th Eive them g ghgpq in the administration of the Public Works

2% the Ordor of g1 g,y April has inficted a wrong upon thew

pal, Civil Engin‘eoring College, to Colonel *

), states that « the Government have -

e D e T R
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Proceedings of the Madras Governiment, Public Works Department,
- - 31st May 1876.

8. I beg that you will lay this matter before the Government, and T trust t.hat when they
see the light in which the original order has been authoritatively and frequel‘ltly mterprete-d and
always regarded, they will so modify their Order of the 29th April a? not, WlthOl‘It due notice, to
deprive any of the College Students of well-merited reward, or the native qommun{ty at %arge of a
privilege to which they attach a high value, and the loss of which would create serious discontent.

9. 'With regard to paragraph 2 of G.0. of the 29th April, I cannot understand how the
absence of vacancies among Executive Engineors and Assistant Engineers prevents the appointment
of Ragavah Charriar as a Probationary Assistant EBngineer. The single student who qualified
under the G.O. of the 15th May 1872, and was appointed a Probationary Engineer, has been
promoted to Assistant Engineer, and there are therefore now no Probationary Assistant Engineers.
The grades above that of Probationary Assistant Engineer being full would be a reason for
delaying promotion to those grades, but not for appointing candidates to a lower grade in which
there are vacancies.

10. In urging the claims of Ragavah Charriar, I think that it should be pointed out that it
would be only simple justice to him to put him on the same footing as his less distinguished
predecessor, and that his appointment to the Public Works Department should have retrospective
effect.

R

TraNsrErRED to the Department of Publio Works for disposal,

(Signed)  W. IUDLESTOY,

Chief Secretary.
—_— .

No. 524. ORDER THEREON, 31st May 1876, No. 1,354,

1 TeE Director of Public Instruction
[ESTABLISHMENT, No. 44, 7 Was not warranted in stating in his Report

for 1871-72 that the Government had
unconditionally guaranteed one Engineer appointment annually to the Senior Depart-
ment of the Civil Engineering College. ‘ :

2. The final paragraph of G.0., No. 1,237 of 14th May 1872, unmistakably
imposed a condition which should not have been overlooked, viz., the occurrence of

vacancies in the limited establishment of the Department of Public Works on which
appointments out of the College must depend.

3. T. Ragavah Charriar will be appointed as a Probationary Assistant Engineer
on the occurrence of the first vacancy.

(True Txtract )

Colonel,
O0fy. Under Secy. to Govt., P.IV.D.

To the Educational Department.

Exd. S. T. Austin.

Spare Copies
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4% 91I have thf honor in submitting 'tlle\ accompanying letter, No. 56 C of the 9th instant,
\rom the Principal of the Civil Engineéring College to express a hope that Government will

bd pleased to ‘teconsider “their “order in the Public Works Department, No. 1075 of the

1,

29th April 1876. N :
2 ‘."I"l%.e unsatisfactory’ position of the College Department of the Civil Engineering
College owing to the small prospect of employment which the students had befure them
was pro‘minently brought to the notice of Lord Napier at one of the anniversarios of th;
Colloge by Mr. Powell and the rf‘sult was the appointment of a Committee, who recom-
- mended that three appointmeu‘zs «a8 Probationary Assistant Engineers should be anunually
given to those students who might attain the most distinguished positions in the list of
Bachelors of Civil Engineering. ) '

3. Government in para. 2 of their order, No. 1237 of the 14th May 1872 approved of
the regulations drawn up by the Committee, but determined that only one dppointment
should be made annually instead of three. More than this they thought the'y ol ot o
provision bad 19 bo made for the employment of certain Royal Engineer Qfficers and students
from Cooper’s Hill College. . PR

4. This was understood to be a distinct pledge that one appsintment: would be given:

1 annually w the manoer recommended by the Committee. It was referred to s such ia the
<—_Public Instruction Report of the year, and at various anmversaries which have been held
t since, ard there is very Little doubt that the offer of this valuable prize has largely contri-
* puted to the marked improvement which has taken place in the number and qualifications of
the-students now eqtering the senior department of the College. *

" 5. It so happens that the young man who had reason to expect this appointmedt thig

. year is the most distinguished student who has ever passed out of the College, and I have
" po doubt that be entered the College and worked his way through tha course 11 the ful}
assurance that if he succeeded in fulfilling the conditions named, the reward promised would
be given. To a person 8o situated the withholding of the prize can scarcely appear in any

-

other light than that of a breach of faith. , .

-

o

N 6. It 1_§’possib1e that the meaning of the Government Order may have been misunder~

,_stood. 1If an error has been committed on this point, I am primarily responsible for it as |
’ b

Gwrote the report for 1871-72 referred to by Colonel Rogers. In Government Order, No, -
’ .

1075 of the 29th April 1876 refereuce is made to para. 6 of Government Order, No. 1239 of
the 14th May 1872, but no referance is made to para. 2, But the whole quesiion tul‘n; upon
 para. 2 and nob upon para. 6. Colonel Rogers has not asked Government to find immedf)ate
+ employment for all who have passed exam:mations for higher grades than that of Oversee
*. All that Le has asked is for one Probationary Assistant Engineei’s appointment for g or r.
ho has fulfilled the conditions laid down in para. 2. - . person
. - ®

Oﬁilqe of the Director of T have the honor to ks
- Publie Instruction, <L Sir 11’ RSN
. , 1.

Mappas, 1065 May 1876., Your most obedient Servant,

- ~ )

P i 3

Lo - Director of Public Instruction,
[ . ' .
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