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Proceedings of the Madras Governmént, Public Works Department,
30th Blay 1876.

No. 514. Read the following letter from Captain L, CONWAY-GORDON, R.E,,
Examiner of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W, WALKER,

; R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St
: George, 17th May 1876, No. 562 W :—

'T HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of Government,
(No. 1,088,) under date 1st May 1876, passing orders on an application from the
District Engineer, Nellore, to be allowed to draw, on the occasion of his transfer to the
) Nellore District, travelling allowance in excess of that admissible under the general
. rules of the department, and, with reference thereto, to point out that the application

: from the District Engineer appears to me to be based on a misconception of the
f principle on which the travelling allowance rules are framed.
: 2. To the District Engineer’s remarks, that the travelling allowance drawn on
» this occasion has not been sufficient to meet the cost of his transfer, it seems to me
a sufficient answer to say that the framers of the travelling allowance rules never
intended that it should. The travelling allowance rules were drawn up on the
principle of having fixed allowances according to distance, which fixed allowance,
taken all round on journeys of every description, should cover the cost of travelling as a
whole. The theory of the travelling allowance rv'es consequently pre-supposes that on
some journeys an officer will lose, and on some he will gain, but that, on the whole,
‘ putting one against the other, the officer will be recouped his expenses,
R < } 3. And this is what practically happens—it may roughly be said that on j ourneys
C o 3 on inspection, &ec., which an officer makes witkout changing his head-quarters, he on
oL : the whole considerably gains ; while on oceasions of transfer, when his head-quarters
B are changed, he loses; his ultimate gain or loss depending on the proportion which
‘ journeys of the one kind bear to those of the other.
A : ‘ 4. This being the case, the fact that Mr. O’Shaughnessy lost on a single occasion
K does not appear to me to give even a prima facie ground for establishing a case of
material hardship. To establish this Mcr. O’Shaughnessy would have to show that for
) a considerable period of timehis average travelling expenses were in excess of his
S : average travelling allowances. Of course I do not know whether this could be satis-
} R factorily shown or no{:. I do however observe that during the twenty months previous
) : to Mr. O’Shaughnessy going on leave, ¢.c., from March 1874 to October 1875, he drew
; as travelling allowance no less than Rupees 3,309, or about Rupees 165 per mensem,
IR , and this, it seems to me, ought to leave ample margin to cover any expenses consequent
- g a on this transfer.
] .; 5. With regard to the proposal of Government, that Mr. O’Shaughnessy should
S : submit claims for compensation for the conveyance of his property, &ec., I would most
. - respectfully observe that even were a case of material hardship established, I know of
no financial order under which such compensation could be passed. It would appa-
rently reguire the special sanc.tion of the Government of India, which would, I conceive,
be given only in very exceptional cases, and as may be inferred from what I have said
before, the transfer, such as the one at present under consideration, so far from being .
R exceptional, appears to me to be common enough in the department,
e : 6. Even the allowance granted on account of the railway fare for a horse
‘ o appears to me t0 be beyond W.hat Mr. O’Shaughnessy is properly entitled to. In other
- e _‘ Provinces such an allowance is never given, unless indeed an oficer when transferr.d
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