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Proceedings of the Madras Goverﬁment" ublic Works Department
93rd May 1870,

No. 412, Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, R. B,
Examiner of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W. WALKER
R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St,
Georn'e, 4th April 1876, No. 5 W :— .

Ix my letter No. 13 W, dated 16th June 1875, I had the honor to czll the
attention of Government to certain losses that had taken place in the collection ofsthe
rents of Military buildings at Bangalore.

2. ' I have now toreport afurther and a more serious loss on the same account
at the Presidency. It would appear that a sum of Rupees 10 per mensem is due
frum the Europcan Regiment at the Presidency as the rental of their mess-house ia
Fort St. George. Thisrent was paid regularly uwp to February 1873, About that
time the 45th Regiment were rclovel by the 2-21st Regiment, the Commanding
Officer of ‘which omitted the mess building in his first monthly statement of rents
recoverable. The omission was not discovered by the Barrackmaster, nor by the
District Engincer, nor by this office, neither in that month, nor in any succeeding

month, till January 1876.

3. By that date the arrea}s of rent had accumulated as follows 1 —
RS, A. P,

The 2/21st Regiment from 9th Febmary 1872 to 2nd

December 1872 . e e 978 13 10
1/21st Regiment from 3ré Deo. 1842 to 2)01 I‘ebrumy 1875.., 2,582 13 4 "
89th Regiment from 26th Pebruary 1875 to 31st Dee. 1876 ... 1,010 11 6

Total ... 4, 57" 6 8§
Of this, the last item due from the 89th Regiment has been recovered thc two former
items, aggregating Rupces 3,561-11-2, are irrecoverable and must be wittten gt

4. That for four entire years the Barrackmaster, the District Engincer, and the
‘Tixaminer remained in complete ignoranes of the fact that this building had been
omitted from the montkly return of rents, and that in consequence no rent had been
collected for it, is certainly, at first sight, very surprising; but 23 regards this office,
the fact is really not surprising under the system in force as deseribed in my two former
letters, No. 13 W and 43 W.  As was there shown, the return of buildings sent in to
this office does not include all the buildings available for rent, whether rented or not
" but only those for which rent has been actually recovered, and, in consequence, any
building for which rent is not recovered is omitted from the return. :

5. The only way this office can exercise a real check over the Executive officers
.ia to have an independent list of all public buildings. In Bombay, the Examiner has
such a list, which is carefully kept complete to date. The Examiner furnishes each &
excoutive officer with printed copies of lists of all the rentable buildings in his

Division, and it is on these printed lists that the rent recovered for the buildings ig %

. 'ronthly entered and advised to the Examiner. Desides saving clerical labor, these’
lists evidently prevent byildings being altogether overlooked, as in the present mstance_

. 6. In Madrasﬁ% does not appear that such a list exists, Last December, with
a view to collecting the necessary information, I issued a circular of which the accom-
gnym" is a copy, but the delay which is taking place in replying to this eircular
;nvmces me that even the local officers themselves have no lists of their publio
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