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Proceeili;zgs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
19¢) MMay 1876.

No. 344.' Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonc] J. H. M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engincer for Railways, to Major-General

- G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 2nd May 1876, No. 216 :—

Ix continuation of the papers printed with the Proceedings of Government under
- date the 4th November 1875, No. 3,133, I have the honor to enclose three Ietter;* from

the Agent of the South Indian Railway

. Q . . X )

1016, 2000 Novemr 1675, ith enclosure, 208 the ciroumstances connected

» 1,543, 21st April 1876, with two enclosures  W1th the accident therein reported.

and tracing. 2. The mixed train which left

. Tirode for Trichinopoly at 2 p.ar, on the

19th October 1875 was stopped at Passoor, the first station from Erode, in consequence

of Driver Louney being drunk and unfit to proceed in charge of the train. Upop

this being reported at Trichinopoly, another driver was sent on a tank engine to mr:aet
the train and take charge of it; the train baving in the interva been brought on t

Cuttalay by the first fireman. . ' ' o o

3. On reaching Cuttalay the tank engine had a hot axle, and after the axie

was cooled the engine followed the train towards Trichinopoly. The axle again got

. hot, and speed was reduced to 15 miles an hour; but when about 6 miles to the Wgest
of Trichinopoly the engine left the rails, and the axle was found to be broken.

4. The axle was carefully examined by the Locomotive Superintendent and b
the Dcputy Consulting Engineer ; but owing to its having run for some distanc);
after being broken, no inference as to the cause of the accident could be drawn from
the fra_ctured part. The fracture occurred in the centre of the bearing, and the axle
held together until the engine came to a curve, when it gave way, and the engine left
the rails. There is apparently no reason to question the soundness of the metal, and
the fracture must be attributed solely to the excessive heating of the axle ; the e];ryine
having been run fast'in order to avoid unnecessary delay to the trajn. The axle ivas
Lroken' again in the workshop, near the original fracture ; and the Locomotive
Superintendent states that the heat had apparently opened the grain of the metal to
such an extent as to account for the accident.

5. Driver Louney was prosecuted before the Assistant Magistrate at Erode
upon a charge of being intoxicated while on duty. The Locomotive Superintendent
states that.the evidence of the guard, the two firemen, the clerk in charge’ of the
station, and a gang maistry, was brought in support of the charge. e adds that a
number of passengers might also have been called to give evidence, but that the cage
seemed “so clear and beyond doubt that onlﬂéthe above witnesses were produced,”
Mr. Sheward adds, Louney, in his defence, produced hig fat}ier-in-law, who is Res.t~
Liouse Serjeant at Erode, my Rolling Btock Inspector at ]‘ﬁ“rode, and the South Indis
Shunting Driver at Erode. The former swore the man was sober when Le left Erod:
the two latter said they saw him go to his eogine on the trahi, and ke did not look a;
if he were in liquor. On the strength of this evidertce (I have no written de taii O‘f
it, but what our witnesses told me) and in face of our witnesses, who all deposed to
to the man’s intoxicated state, the Erode Magistrate dismissed tho case, saying it w.
not proved,” T N ' o v Was
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o From D, LOG AN, T
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e 19tk May 1876,
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Proceedings of ¢
Works Department,

s
o

6. The delay in laying

late date gt which . the repo oo detall et

s from the Raj]
ch hag already
a COPy of the record

¢ Government ig in consequence of the
way officials’ have been received. In
oceurred, it does not seem advisable to

add toit .
y proqurmg
s of the prosecution before forwarding

these reports T .
o ». XTom inquirieg
on that there 1., made by me into thig qe i
\ s b . h 1 case, I cann -
apparently CO!lSiderabI:e’:]j_f;‘l faﬂur‘? of justice in some :vay or Z;:’:lfgf th;‘;;ondl;s
'attention to g po LU T VOIS, Ay bugring oo e for intoxication agavst
the Proceedin o ’ ta¥ing upon this poi o
No. 3,094, algo 1, the iim: 3 ‘(I)f- Government, um;er date thep(.)‘;gttll IO}c)‘;3 ob . 'l(érf;v
. 1° Papers laid hefop, Government to-day with my égdjrse1}1ént:

which the lives and property of the public

) ) 1t 18 much to be reo tt .
aling vgiﬂl the offence, gretted fhat there should

gered by one drunken gw:
. en driy
dlﬂiculty in de tver

5q., Aoty '
| summsm%vfﬁnglf oo South Indian Rty
29th October 1975 . O Qonsulting Engineer
L roply  to ¢, . |

+ . . 2 ‘
Eng'meer informg py th nd Paragrapy of your fott T - C
0 stter, No. 729 of the 27th instant, the Chief

ermanent.
°nt-way was twelve pot-sleepers broken,

ay, to Lieﬁtenant-Colonel J. M. AL

A .
75, No. 941 for Railways, dated Trichinopoly,

23rd November 1875, No. 1,016.
, No, 814 of the 1

§ letter, No, 1,4738th instant, I have the homor to enclose

» dated 19th idem, .

¥

dent, to the Acting Agent, dated Negapatam, 10th

Your NQ- 7,123/3,671. Novemler 1875, No. 1,473,

Tbeg to attaq),

[

°°P5’ of For . ’
AR’ report upon the breakage. I examined the brokem

| decome disinterated from excessive hoat and thus
rods occurred to the engine. She wa3 coming 10

——raa—_

From 3r. 3017y LENYNGX

‘arri Locomot;
Carriage Superinteng tive For

ent, dat .y
ated Tnuhmopoly, 26th October 1875, No. 161.
t on the 19th instant I received a telegram that

s an’l ]]ig trai

QUN was ston 1 [ : 1enee.
>er ' opped at Passoor in conse
8er to a.l.oW the 101 3 q

‘ T, but thyt
tfwm }.'ou that tle shunting en .Ol‘der T8 e
wo drivers, opg to brin g on \*fl I;etm.m to b
0. 8 trajp an

i | 8 sent from Trichimpol.?'- I immediately gent for
ssage irom Firemap Jolingg
son

- . at ¢
::;;:?;h t‘}); hvo'}f brain to briy a:zt{mlay that the tank sngino had a Lot axle, and that he could
er bacs . renlj oY . .- - 53k
Trichinopoly. 10 states Lo go the axlg ¢ ?pued to work back light engine. Fireman Dsv s

¢

éman, to . G. SIIEWARD, Esq., Locomotive .

X ' o
il engtno on arrival at Erode to return to I'assocr

he v - - > '
ancelled, as Trafs Manager had reccived & messazy .

1 the other to work back tank engine. I received &

ool at Cuttalay whils waiting for orders to proceed 12
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P'roceec.h'/z gs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, {

19¢4 Aay 1876. : fi

——— s A e A

2. . He (Dawson) says that the axle again got hot, but he came on slowly, and when at the
87th mile 17th post the engine left the line, breaking the driving axle at journal.

3. " At 4 a.x. on the 20th instant I received message that shunting engine was off the line,
1 immediately went to Fort Station, got what men I could, and went to break down at 5-30 a.m.
I found the engine buried in the sand up to the axle aud across the line. I did all in my power
to get the line clear before the arrival of mail from Erode. .. 2

4. T received a message from Traffic Manager that I wason no account to start either
,‘engine after 9 o, as Traffic Manager would start & train from Trichinopoly Fort at 9-30 a.xt.
which was done, all being ready. I started for Fort Station with disabled engine following the

mail.

5. The axle is completely perished by its being hot and the brass was gone. This engine
had new set wheels put nnder on the 27th March last (1875), and axle brasses refitted at some
but this engine had not been working the whole of that time, as I had another engine to

time,

change with it when repairs are required to be done.

TRICHINOPOLY,
22ud November ]87_5.

From W. S. BEITS, Tsq., Agent, South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M.
SIIAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam,
91st April 1876, No. 1,548, :

- Youg letter No. 892 of the 9th of December last was duly transferred to the Locomotive
tendent, but I regret I have mot till this morning been able to obtain from hLim a

Superin

drawing (sent herewith) of the broken axle.
9. T also forward copy of Mr. Sheward’s report upon the breakage of the axle, as well as his
statement of the result of the charge brought against Driver Louney, who was in charge of No. 8

train on the 19th pf October last.

Akl
EXTRACT

Your No. 7,864/1,177, and other correspondence. ]
—This man was in charge of No. 8 train on 19th October 1875. Oun arrival
at Passoor he was found to be the worse for liquor. e was prosecuted before the Assistant
Our evidence was the guard, two firemen, the clerk in charge and a gang

Priver Louney.

Collector at Erode.

maistry of the permanent-way. .
T considered the case s0 clear, and beyond doubt, that only the above witnesses were produced.

got off his engine and had subsided: into the side eutting and was unable to regain
his feet or his engine, was incoherent in his replies tothe guard who went to him with a passing
Louney, in his defence, produced his fzgther-in-law, who is Rest-house Serjeant at
y Rolling Stock Inspector at Erode, and the South Indian Shunting Driver at Erode.
TThe former swore the man was sober when he left Erode, the two latter said they saw him go to
ngine on the train and ke did not look as if ke u'azf tn liguor.”  On the strength of this
evidence (I have no written detail of it, but. what our witnesses told mse), and in -face of our
all deposed to the man’s intoxicated state, the Erode Magistrate dismissed the case,

The man had

train notice.
Erode, m

his e

witnesses, who

saying it was not proved.

NEGAPATAM,
14¢h April 1876,

?

from letter from the Locomotive and Carriage Superintendent, to the Agent, dated
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(Sigoed) ©  D. LOGAN,
Acting Agent,
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Negapatam, 26th March 1876, No. 891.

A great number of passengers also might have been cited, but -

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. 8. BETTS,

Agent.,
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Lrrrer from the Locomotive ang Cé.n-iage Superintendent
en

’ » to the Agent, dated Ners atam, 13th
Your No, 3,507/1,758. April 1876, No. 1,088, ¢ egap )

I was under the impression th;
The broad engines (tanks) arriveg

in thi ent you whilo T ;
S : in th . was away at Delli.
. goes, n almost constant, yge, No recorc;.s‘:z:ztr); % 1896, and hay been, as far 45 my);inowledwe
oy theref . o ept prior to ; . ; ©
o ruzr; ore umb1l§ to afford any reliable idea of the miles themy armival of enging mileage, I am
N "8 something over 29 miles ap L ' €ngines have rup, The engine was
: ; on the way up as she was run fagt ¢ g ffhrough()ut is journey, g bearing had 1, - heated
. ater
N Passenger train from which the gp 0 avoid more delay than could be avoided ¢ b o e
o before restarting for Tich: 1ver had beep femoved drunk, 1y, o4 tothe standing
ot £ 15 ] g nehm.opoly, but it hegteq again, and ), ® bearing was cooled down
p ‘}} es an hour, the engine eventually Joft thb s © speed was reduced in consequence
- there can beng question of the goy d ® rails on g curve in the Jipe I f opini
L £ dness of the axle Prior to th am of opinion
Y 18 ppearance of the brokey ends severg] m: 0tae excessive heating it haq From !

i fracture occurred in the contre of ¢
i Iine; the curve o the 1i ;
ﬂ ; 0 the line where

) j 1t becam
k!

out of the box.

fracture, and g1, ¢

. ! ued the grain Qf the . T .t .
| | ron to such ap extent 0m 1ts appearance
' : a8 to account §
o Nzecararay, (True COPy) or fracture.
o Yth Aprir 1876, ) ‘ .
S . o o L (Signed)  W. 8. BETTS,
i . ‘ ’ o — ‘ Agent.
j No. 245, - O I g /

. RPER THERRGY g .
7 Hth May 1874 - _
- l : RAILWAY, No. 57 . » No. 1,259, .
. : cauge of fraCture o ;

| . f the axle is immediately
\ attr X ‘
2. The Copgyyy: Hributayle ¢, ex

‘ L cessive heatine, the cause .
. with the pma%:;ultmg Engineey, o of which ig p4 clear, i
¢! " 0 N
oy o of Tecord Which nl Olf DI’lVe L arks as to the faihire of justica in connection
' - continyatjo, ® obtaj Tunkep : iy
_ of . Ress will p
, ay. Hhe Consulgpg g7 0% consigeryy, in tho gyn . rred with 077
et 3 8ineey', orse ¢ Judicial Department in
§ unsatj f dela o ¢ b ment} No. 215, referred on. the 6th
R 18Tact 8u Misa: .
¥ “f Railyag o - the Congyy S0 of ropoyg
' . a ficerg to th lng lagineey ¢ o0 particulars of aecidents is very
| €eegg; o reinitt‘or Rallways will eall the serious attention
| ,E Hg all Particulars immediately,
, To ih? Conylt; Fnp: 05y, v Colonel,
) 4; ” Jud.l(‘lal D‘Pﬂrtme ) for R lwg . - Undpy Scc‘_’/. o G'ot'f., L.W.D.
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