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+ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th January 1876.

No. 240. Read the following letter from Major H. R. MEAD, R.E., District Engi-
neer, South Arcot, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Camp at Cuddalore, 8th
January 1876, No. 184 :—

I reegeT to have to bring to notice that the compound wall of the new Taluq
Cutcherry at Kullacoorchy has not been
built as estimated, and in corisequence
there will be an excess of Rupees 490 on
this item.

2. The circumstances of the case are as follow.:—

The estimate allowed for a wall of a uniform height of 6 feet all round and average
breadth of 1 foot (bottom 1% feet, centre 1 foot, and top 2 foot breadth). The Overseer
brought to the notice of the Range Officer, Mr. Norfor, in March that the ground was
irregular, and was told (verbally he reports) to raise the basement to one level ; this he
did to some extent.

3. Inthe end of April the Sub-division Officer, Mr. Arbuthnot, inspected the
work, and in May repolted on the difference of level of the ground, and requested
orders as to whether he might not be allowed to build the wall in steps, as, if not
done so, it would prove very expensive. He did not report anything regarding the
thickness of the wall that had been built or the thickness he proposed to build it.

Mr. Norfor directed that the wall should be built as proposed by Mr. Arbuthnot.
No revised or working estimate was prepared, and Mr. Arbuthnot had no duthority to
alter the section of the wall.

4. - In July Mr. Arbuthnot reported that the section of the wall had been altered,
first by the Overseer (before he saw the work) and afterwards by himself, as footings

1 Plan.
1 Estimate (Abstract).
Copies of Letters.

~would disfigure its appearance. In his letter Mr. Arbuthnot asks Mr. O’Ratigan, the

then Range Officer, to authorize the deviation that had been made, but gives 1no
accounts of the excess. I forward a section of the ground and wall showing what has
been done. \

5. With regard to the transaction, I can only remark that it appears to me that
the Overseer had no proper instructions and did his best; that Mr. Arbuthnot when
he saw the work in May did not, as he ought to have done, report fully regarding the
case, and Mr. Norfor believed that the alteration he was authorizing was a small one
and would entail no extra expenditure. Mr. Arbuthnotis greatly to blame for not
reporting the whole circumstances, and especially for not taking any notice of the
alteration of séction, and I cannot but consider him as chiefly responsible. Iad he in
May gone fully into the question and reported regarding it as he should have done,
instead of being content to allow the work to go on as before, there probably would
have been no excess.

6. I regret the delay in reporting this matter; but Mr. O’Ratigan, although
knowing of the excess before, was unable to report regarding it until December, owing
to the delay in obtaining information regarding it. ‘

7. There has, I am sorry to add, been also mistakes made regardmv the wood-
work of the roof of this Cutcherry, there being errors both in the original cstimate and
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