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Ga‘vernme{zt, Public Works
16¢% 2lay 1876.

Proceedings of the Madras Department, . .
!‘ - [ N

Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railwayp,.: to Major-General
G. W. WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 24th April 1876, No. 197 :—. | , '
1~ continuation of the report printed with the Proceedings of Government, under

‘ ‘ . date the 3rd November 1875, No. 3,117,
. I have the honor to “submit Iletter,*
Nor 1,320, dated the 1st March 1876, reporting further upon the accident in question,

Ko. 285.

* With thee enclosured.

2. As already reported, the engine of the train running from Trichinopoly to
Madura, upon the 20th October 1875, broke away from the carriages on the 171st mile,
_between the Sholavandan and Madura stations, upon a falling gradient of 1 in 250,
This occurred after dusk, upon a dark and rainy night. The driver soon after finding
that his train was missing, brought his engine to a standstill ; and in a short time the
train ran into the engine., The thrge leading vehicles were seriously damaged. They
were covered goods vans, of which the first was filled with goods, and the second and
third with passengers. For?unately‘ none of the passengers wasinjured. Thus far the
facts are beyond disputg. . ; : -
3. A departmental im'}uiry‘ 'was held at Trichinopoly up}m the 21st October,

- the day after the _accident, in the presence of the Acting Agent, the Traffic Manager,
and the Locomotive Superintendent. At this inquiry Driver Seyton appears to have
stated that, when he fouﬁndn he was detached from his train, he stopped his engine and
looked back, but could see nothing, and then backed his engine for some distance,

although he knew that he was on, a falling gradient,‘ Suddenly he saw a red light |

behind him, when he stopped his engine, and was going to reverse it and run forward,
when he saw 2 second red light ahead, "o therefore remained’ stationary, and 'the
train ran into him. He stated thqt the collision caused little or no damage to tke
rolling stock. ‘ L ' ’ \

_ 4. TUpon this the driver was suspended ; and the Acting Agent, siccoinpanied by
the Traffic Manager and the Locomotive Superintendent, proceeded to the site of the

accident, and investigated the circunstances connccted with it. The result of this -

investigation was to upset the driver’s statement about a red light ahcad of him, and

also to show that he had misrepresented the extent of the’ damage sustained by the

" rolling stock. The Acting Agent then” (ieterminedr..:cb _prosecute the driver under
Section 27 of Act XVIIT of 1854, for negligently omitting to perform his duty, and
_thereby endangering the safety of persons travelling upon the railway. The case was

tried by the Assistant Magistrate of Madura upon the 10th November, and the driver

was acquitted. | . . ’
5. In the evidence taken before the Assistant Magist;ate there are several
discrepancies.* Two of these are alluded toin the judgment: first, that the enging
_ whistle, which the ‘driver states was sounded continuously, was ‘not heard by the
f'guards ; second, that the guards assert that no red light was shown by them until
after thefcrash, whereas the fireman states that a danger signal was seen by him upon
the train ten or fifteen minutes before the éollision. A third “important discrepancy
geems to have escaped the Assistant Magistrate’s notices The fireman, whose evidence
was in the driver's favor, states that, after stopping the engine, the driver ¢ whistled
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& Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ' , , 16th May 1876.
N 16th May 1876. : E [ .
{f o : canoes, it is to be regretted that more weight was not allowed to t}’m ev1de.noq
a - ' i 2 . . . ircumstances, . driver, in Seyton’s situation )
ﬁ t:;elverzzlll tmlales,danc}l1 backed his engine,” uatil the red light on the train was seen. On : q?:en by the Locomotive Forema&l as t;) :}rlhaIt‘ tl;: n(::ttl}; :fs zp :;;:t;ndenty A the, ) .
3 <08 other hand, the driver states that * he ra i ‘. . and that the offer of the Lo ’ ’
v . n the engine forward 700 or 800 yards d have been ; an .
i till the fourth witness (the fire i ° y ’ shoul : this point, was not accepted. o
il man) told him that h i ' p eyl ther drivers upon point, . .
Jt van.” ) ‘ @ saw danger signal on the guard's o ovidenoe o'i‘lf e is reason to believe that the course to be adopted, in the event of any r
7 . ; er . . . s *
i o 6: Of the “ Rules and Regulations” sanctioned by the Governor-General in X 1 train breaking loose from the engine, is well known to the engine dn;eli':st;n S
3 éemmc11 unfler Section 26 of the Amended Act XVIII of 1854, two are specially ‘ 3 ) art of 2 and South Indian Railways ; but 1t ha.s been suggeste.d to me tha le _ . | DS
; alluded to in the Assistant Magistrate’s judgment :— - L1 the’ Madrz;SRule 94, Section XIII, as quoted above in paragraph 6, 1s not. suﬂimen}'fl );
l W Se(-:tlon XII?, Rule 24—« I any portion of a train breaks loose when in motion, . wordmg Olear i and’ I am of opinion that it would be advisable to alter 1t somewha
X e exslgmeman will stop carefully to have it re-attached.” - full 3;1 : ’ : . ‘ 3
T . : R . Iy [ . - . . i
: . ection IV, Rule 5. —¢ Eugine Drivers seeing a red signal, whether it be by flag as fol OH any portion of & train breaks loose from the engine when 11‘:) motion, !:he b
'l ) . . . . . : s 3 [23 .
: . P, or any other co.ntnvance, are required, under all circumstances, and without hoineman shall proceed in the direction in which he .has een running s
4 F:;ceptu?n, to stop their engines as soon as possible.” : e t:il he shall have reached a point at which he considers it impossible b
- § oot ‘Wlth Tegﬂ.l'd to the first of the Rules, the Assistant Magistrate is evidently of ;1; the detached vehicles to overtake h?m; he will then stop, and §e;1d
- iF.Pllfnon' tl.lat Driver Seyton stopped his engine carefully. 'With regard to the second, he one of his firemen to the rear to ascertain whether the‘ detached Ye}nc es ‘ .d -
! . N fo) . 3
1 an?i :]fmlgn that the driver on seeing aredlight in his rear was bound to stop his engine, have come to a standstill ; when this has. been ascertained, he will back i
x 1 . at “ he would have acted in strict defiance of Rules ” had he done otherwise. his engine and re-attach the detached vehicles. _ :
, £} . 7. A reference to the evidencs will show; as stated above, that it is doubtful ‘: } . ‘ . I ereatly regret the delay which has occurred in layu}g tl.us report before
ot :; et¥1er any red light was shown upon the train until after the collision ; but assuming 1 1L tg The Locomotive Superintendent explains that his time has bee(;lhgo 1.
1 d:ixt 18 was shown, and seen by the fireman, and assuming that, when it was seen, the (Governmen ied with work of other kinds that he was unable to send fo.rwar is j ’
! : . . . ] cup . : f i
: } 3 1ng ; . . m 1 s
ver, as stated by himself, was running his engine forward, there cannot be a doubt much 0¢ . -nd it did not reach this office until some days after the receipt of the
: - that the driver's duty was to’ i . ¢ . ort earlier ; an : 78. dated the 25th February 1876. As
; dlear of .Y as .o run on in the same direction until he had got quite rep gorwarded with your endorsement, No. 78, da . SR s
}, r of the following train, and then « stop carefully” and re-attach. The line of papers 10T cossitated frosh i nquiries and a personal investigation mt? o.ther point
¥ ;rl;gun{ent pursued by the Assistant Magistrate upon this point is difficult to follow. those pa}()lers fch the same case, it seemed advisable to defer the submission of this
. “y e ‘m 3 . wl .
! o View apparently ‘hel.d by hlm. 13 that a red light to the rear is a signal for the connecte 41 after that investigation had been completed.
vgﬁ driver -to stop equally with a red light in front ; but it is hard to realise this. and it report untl
s is poss.lble that there may be some error in the ‘wording of the judgment. It ,13 how-
‘ i ‘ ?ver dlf.ﬁcult, except:, upon this hypothesis, to account for the drive::s ac ‘uittal - for it . . TTS, Tsq- Agent, South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M.
18 cex:tam that he did not ¢ stop carefully,” when he pulled his enginequ Wi’th the ‘ From W. 8. I;‘I;J STF:WAliT OR. ., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam,
eerta,m knowledge that his train was following him down g falling gradiénf fﬁmh 1876, No. 1,320. " -
i 8. The remarks in the last paragraph ) RPN ; ) ¢ d herewith a certified copy
‘ e . 8rap are made upon th . the 25th of November last, I forward he il
& dmve.r’s statement is correct, and that he was running foll)'ward f; tatsliumptmn that the Your letter No(.1 8;5»;; A:sistant Magistrate of Madura in the driver’s case, and z,a. copy
g red light is asserted to have been scen by the fireman. But th e time when the of the decision pazseL ymotiv; Superintendent thereon. As the Proceedings in Seyton’s case
5 nafl . . e 1 - 0CO! . o 3
x na‘twe assumption, and the much more probable one, that, ag stat 1‘; 1l)'eml:);ms the alter of the report of.t ethe timo I was in England, T applied to'Mr. Lo?an, who was acting for me,
§ : e was backing his engine at the time that the red l,ight i . { td y ﬁtemaﬂ, the were mket.l (-hrmfg the Magistrate’s decision, and a copy of his r?Ply is also attached.
- first seen. Taking this view of the case. i 13 asserted to have been for his opinion 0 g o
” - asl : » 1t seems equally difficult ¢ < —
gonclu.sxon at Wthl} the Assistant Magistrate arrived. A driver, par(:e;’flf:m;ini t.ha | N 76 N 350
B! and wgth the certain knowledge that it is following him down z: coxrxsidex-a}x,xl1 l.ﬂ 1;?:% ; £rom the Chief Engineer to the Agent, dated Trichinopoly, 6th January 1876, No. 330.
P actually ventures to back his engine in th € mclne ' LETTER , , '
. . 5 © dﬂl‘k, and to 80 1n quest of L 1 . Seyton’s case.
v : ; the t No. 5 re Driver )
1 ;.sfscarjfl;(; possible to conceive anything more reckless, or more like] to :1:11 (}t Your IO 34. 1 Driver Seyton in Trichinopoly on the day after the accident, he etatgd_
‘ 1 e.. . }lei yet the Assistant Magistrate finds that 1o neglizence hasyb ‘ an e; When I questione h:ibeen done by the collision between his engine and the detached tg-?.xx;
\ gﬁ . flgams‘ m, upon the ground that, when the red light of the a een prove P . that little or 10 damag; uarther stated, as his reason for bringing hisengine to a §tax.1d pq.}_)gpomlfl_g
. P i seen, 1t was the driver’s duty to stop his on S pproaching train was o which ren into it. He L hu; d on an incline, that o red light was visible in front of him
4 stationary. ‘ giae at all hazards, ang to remain ‘: thot he had loft the train be ho had no option but to come to a stand.
%m ' 1 wwer hohind, and that therefore under the rules 6 ha P . th .
e 9. Tt seems beyond doubt that the pr ) as well 83 011@t i ';he mile watchman, who showed a light in front of the train on o ef:':n}ng
tw - and that had the caso boen fr] prosecution resulted in a failare of justice 1 On questio ® Lated that the light ho exhibited Was a groen one; and that he was quite suxe
" th N ried by a Maglstrate acquainted o) ' of the accldent’ Le sta
SEI e dotails of railway workine the result vo. pour Sron moderately with ’ »
4! > must have been different, Under the : '
; ‘ ‘
4
; .
' e et el S U
/"‘“’ o N S L ‘ L1 e - . ‘v ﬂ*”l‘{’:.f:);“" N N ST C T ;.-;:. PR A," - oL i - bl
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RSSO ’ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tl E Prowdin . . 16th BMay 1876.
- o roceedy; | —_ y
‘ S \ ] ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,. | ) -
S v ;' ' 16th Blay 1 ) . ad been clearly guilty of wilfully and negligently omitting to do what he
. ok y 1876. dofhim he b .
LR ~ ' aheﬂl ° lly bound to do” (Section XVIL of the Act)—to run away and keep clear of train load
- # - e o oga. A . . . " " ”»
R -1 l h e did not show eny other, either red or whit : ) . wfas . segngers until he ascertained its whereabouts and could,have his engine “carefully re a.t;acheg,
-t Lo ', truthfel manner, and I beljey 1hi White. The man’s testimony was given in a simple and ol pa ds of Rule 24, Soction VIII of the Cowpany’s Rules. The man was arrested under
’ ) i f 8 red light should have been If 11 o ;sl’ﬁcmll ¥ 28I could find no reason, nor was any allegel, why in the;:;ent at Trichinopoly, and the case was transferred to Madura. We had hoped that a S
\ - W - a . S ] 3 3 . . : i i i I
ok { . untrath as to tho extent, of damag:nd :z:t ofdtho train ; moreover, Seyton halalready told me one the u;f :) much gravity and importance, where the lives of the passenie:;s;l had ;t:ean Z.t sta.l;:, t:)vcl):;lg ‘ R
L . ‘ o . “ . - . ] T JF o
) IR COncluch;g that Seyton's story abou’tatl}ll I wa.:s Ied‘to doult his subsequent awsertions. ;a;s:e been heard by the Collector himself, when some expell'zixlllce WO N }f.:; aselllln fzg‘llfn e comlt L
z Lo : that the man himself felt that some bett @ red light in front was an invention, it went to sho™ : op tho case. The'J anior Assistant Collector, however, took the case, v;l irit or bearing of the e
- o ey it that a red light was seen in the d; ‘i. er reason for stopping was neelsl than tha allegation , on awars This gentleman would not take any cognizance o; the spmt ]:)Ir dganng o * SR
N TR T P . rec . . . . - y un & '. . . . ura, & man o P
IR ?N ‘! ‘ incline, .Wlule hs o oy “ hought the gu;:{l ’oflu train which he knaw to b» behinl him on aﬂ, ‘.Sl?uleﬂ as opplied to railway working. I brm;lg}tl; flc;;wz?r;lr It]:ywh ;r:n;i; . gaht o ’h e s ‘ i -
R T Hence it was that I cams to th wou 4 have put drwn his braks and stopp:1 tha train.’ ; oars’ experionce, to act as an expert to tell the Magistrate Wil Madura ¢ th o
- A S § neol; ¢ conclusion that Dii Y o t many FOF and I offered to bring any of the other drivers at Madura to answer the P
v s .o ; glgence. ver Seytoa was at all eveats g allty o under the cirourstances, lear to th Magistrate what the driver's known and bounden duty % o
[ Ce e b0 It will be cb - $ . . g0 as to make it clear to the Magistra [ R
s e [ " cbserved that no P— . . me questions, ] i lculated to upset a S
- £ o P the Magistrate, and this is conﬁ:;z:ilfn 1; made of a°red light in front in ths evidence before . ':;o ulg have been. No, he would not htear aa,nyttllllmg;s t’;iml'; uw;;a.so;nszzlt;irozai IcIa.Ic wz; :rein ;:fread } =
t 2 . 3 - . . . . . e . i
.- T v engi COnce;nmg the finding of the Mz f'('l)stlet{; ";Gw thz;t the allegation was an invention. his . yreconcei“d mterpreta.t{on he r}zzdsig;lal Eiorzdﬁver) it posible being his: agias o train .; o
. ¢ ek } ne carefully (in acoordance wi a » 1 am of opinion that the driver did not slop i e * ¢+  onseengd IV 3 ) : . :red und R
T % g stopped rashly, knowin co hw),th R}ﬂe 24 of Section XIII quotal), but on the contrary he ¢ candstill;” also Rule 5 of Section IV, Eng}ne D1:1vers seeing a red sx.gxllal”areTIEqu;[re 11:1 :r e
I T behind him & 23 ho admitted he did, that the detached train was on an inclin® to;. umstances and without exception to stop their engines as so%x; das p}c:ss:b e.t T o Magistra ; i{ -
I v % : 3 1] eire . : ind him, and he did right to sto is engine an ,
B . % b 'there?_nder these circumstances, Rule V of Soction IV X :aid he believed the d;“ﬁeiza;tat;ﬁehirtifb zlzilengxi:gd a:: all,ir wheli the whitz side liglis of the t
. v « e . . M ' . ?
;AJ« o f" % B ore that the Magistrate was in error in appll OPn it :nuld not possibly .npp!y ,and T thin o mndstﬂl' Hdg: :ozeknovgv. In vainl endeavoured to make him understand that a driver attached
T ’ R A . : o ying it to the case before him. . ; train wer? he d to which these Rules referred, was in a very different position to a man detached
T Necararay, ‘ (True Copy.) C to his trailh &:1 a gradient. I argued upon his own basis of reasoning that had there been a red
N r R I st March 1876, (Signed) W. S. BETTS, wo +  from 8 tr.alz him he should have kept awey JSrom it, agis the meaning of the Rules, when a driver .
o P S ey j Agent. - . light hehll_l cos any red light he is to keep his train short of it or away from it, stop at once, and
e IR T { L st —— . with & train BI ointed out that if the sight of a red light bohind a driver was a signal for him
- L Jﬁ ETTER from the Locomotive ond Carriage Supert ) . keep clea.r-in 1: chould mever get our trains away from stations, where the gemaphore is on P
- [ T You No, g?} g9 Superintendent, dated 22ud February 1876, No-. 568. to ata;xi:‘;m an evory engine TuDs by the signal before stopping, when if the driver looks up O
T I S . ) 57 : : : atfo ) ’ RS A 3
Lt T e % ‘ - My time has been 80 oceupied by th . Z::l l':)ehind him he will see & red. Light - tclil 9“5zmaPh°r° Efzzﬁgnthewirflz;:tr tl:zt ki:n;.s : o
e - fj ‘ constant sbsence from headﬂuartersyth :;ew rolling stock, and opening of extra mileag® w.d . ing). To this the Magistrate naively replied, d :h:-gs nlcl)i 1 a.ﬁl'og the engine were covere«i § t
» PG subject before. The importance of t’he g have not been able to send you my report upon ﬁ?s i gzt with the case pefore him.’ The second &2 tel ved : ei.t- llm b 'cheg violence of the P
. **4 - RS Y 4 not, however, T hope b affocted by 1;3\;9 of a ‘referenco to Governmeat on the subject will ; 4s wagons filled with passengers, thos; werqdcil escope dspfar ::d {1 {hmu Viclonce of the %t e
e e of the Madura Assistant Magistrateo’ y delay. The detail of the enso is fully ehown in the coF¥ ! Dision, the floors driven up and the buffer and draw ro 1:;. P i 8‘1 . b
SO e report only fro L es ruling. I propose therefors to dsal with th tter in this <0, ’ the passengers. Only two passengers, an old: man and an old woman, were .-
R X ¥ irom a professional point of vi erefora to daal with the mn the trucks among P © : h s most providential) I am quite sure e
* . Magistrate’s view of caso was ot vP : o x.new, aud shall, I think, demonstrate, first, that the i g ntly bruised. Had any one been killed (t.e esca,p::~l ;V:; ; Pdiﬁ a " d‘l s th . PL
ST Regulations; second, that ho mag e ¢ L 19 PiTit of the Ruilway Company’s Rules aud © ¥ Magistrate's poculiar opinions %3 10 r s O ot railway working, It prosens P
S N third, that if such a judgment 1, wrong in his judgment upon the evilence brought forward; and : the = Onostands it is directly opposed to all the rules’ of practical railway working. It presents Lo
el o . 5 . R § 1 'y . . . L i‘
J g - § public will be imaperileg, e allowed to stand as a procedent, the safety of the travelling , def’;‘;  dont to 0uT staff, condoning negligence and ca.relesst;ess on ?h: par; of 1cinveras, and cannot, e
S . I suspended the man the d : | 2 Phink fail to have @ demoralizing effect upon t_lbody of men into whose hands the Company § {1 ki
C oy w‘ ok office of the Trafffo Manager ot ‘gﬁ n}fiter the accident, and held a departmental inquiry in .tht 1 tsts i(:,s pro perty, and the travelling publio their hve(si. IT\I; o:ilefcozld :1?;; beetn xtnore asf:ouéshed ; \rk
. X - Agent) Mr, Stanton, Traffe A, ctinopoly, at which Mr. Logan, Chief Engineer, (then Acting . truthe Magistrate’s view of the case than the accuseh. o (; e;zl anl id not attempt in Court R |
. . hl y . N . ! . . . . . ~ LY
- R . omounted fo this, Rain heq b;ier;a;?re Present. The mun’s statement at that time briefly :;e red light shead explanation at a'n’hhf r;hid :Plf:cotlzmett(;wanow odgo of his trains where B SRR
. N 3 . M ~ . . T . ML b
N : R f . %; was new, the line watchmen were auuzof;fevxously o.r.ul was fallig at. the time, am:l 8;:‘1:: ; abouts and its coming suddenly upon hum Beio g y { !y é
: AP R en he found he wag detached from hig t '8 green lighfs along the line south of Dindig k' ! v (True Popy.) o \ : ! &
5 "k, could not see anything, and then 1, rain, he brought his engine toa stand and looked backs S M (Signed) W. 8. BETTS, B
. " Coh where he was, was OnDa, Tl en &(}ked his engine some distance to find his train ; knew the line ! N EGAPATA 1’876. ) Agent, i ‘
Sl N Lo 1 engine when the train rap mt?) E:;dlex%- suddenly he saw a red light dehind him and stopped his 2grd Februcry g .
» SRR } beldly replied that on turning ro .d hen asked why he did not run away and keep cleafs ke : OrDER THEREON, 16th May 1876, No. 1,229. N
o / I 8aw a red light akead of hipy :lm on his engine to give her steam and get out of the way» he ' No. 280. . . . .
- F o3 such a statement . and therefore dare not move, h t 1isi In tho face of : e— : Ox a review of this case Iis Grace
2 e A ® a8 this, Mr, Logan Mr , hence the collision. In ac, - ILWAY No. 32-A. . . . C .
s ’ Ty B necessary, and therefore we Procod » Mr. Stanton, and myscll conceived a local investigatio® ' RA ’ the Governor in Council is decidedly of
’ : (to which the accident oocurr, tocedon the morrow with the driver 2nd two guansof the train L ‘ opinion that "the driver .acted without"
driver’s statement of a red J; hetuz);,hto the fpob by special. The investigation totally upset the ’ , -
Trichinopoly was false, Mf]’_,o ®2d of him, and we concluded. the man's statement made at ;
g1 then authorized Lis prosecution, and in default of & red light ' , -
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