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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
9th May 1876

D N el

P

N -

No 144 Read the following l:tter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. II M SHAW-
STEWART, RE, Cons lting Engmeer for Ralways, to Major-General
G W WALKER, R E, Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 10th Apnl 1876, No 183 —

In reply to paragraph 2 of ths Order of Government, dated the 17th February
1876, No 439, T have the honor to state that I ean sce no prospect of the Northern
Iixtension of the South Indian Railway bemng completed during the current year In
my letter, dated the 10th ultuno, No 120, T reported to thus effect, and I now submit,

for the consideration of Government, a letter from the Agent, South Indian Ralway,
with which 1s forwarded the Chief Eng-

neer’s explanation regarding the slow
progress of the works

B
No 1,456, dated 3rd Afarch 1876

The dates now namecd for opening to the public the sections of the Northern

: 2

| Extersion are—

b Madras to Tindivanum . J uly 1876
’ Tindivanum to Cuddalore July 1877

January 1878

Cuddalore to Mayaveram
January 1877

Mayaveram to Tanjore
! 3 1In the case of each section the probable date of opening 18 again somewhat

* postponed, and this cannot ful to cause disappointment

' 4 With regard to the scction between Tindivanum and Cuddalors, 1t will Le
observed that allusion 1s made to the uncertainty which exists as to the intentions of
(tovernment 1n dealing with the Poomaur hver, and to the delay 1n the prosecution of
the railway works which has resalted therefrom  That delay 1s, however, apparent
rather than real, inasmuch as the bridg&over the Pooniaul, which will undoubtedly Le
the key to the completion of the lime, has been pushed on without intermussion
There has been a question at 1ssue with regard to the level to be adopted i the
ut the delay 1n decidng this point cannot, 1n my opinton, be said

bridge approaches , b
to have delayed the openmg of the line

—_—

IT'rom W S DETTS, Esq, Agent of the South Indian Railway, to Lieutenant-Colonel J H, M
SIIAW-STEWART, I E, Consulting Eagineer for Railways, dated Negapatam, 31st

AMarch 1876, No 1,456 ‘
Youn Jotter No 218, of the 8th instant I forward horewith, for the information of Govern-
ment,” the explination of the Chief Engineer regarding the slow progress of work m his

department
2 It will be observed Mr Logan does not consider it possible that the entire Notliern

Extension may be opened for traffic i Docember next, he now estimates the several sections of

that Line will be completed upon the dates noted below—

&

-

« July 1876

.

l Madras to Tindivanum

Tindivanum to Cuddalors
Cudd ilore to Mayaveram
Mayaveram to Tanjore

. July 1877
.. January 1873
.« Japuary 1877,
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Proceed
9th May 1876, ¢ Works Department ;

e
o in iy

Ler M
TER from the Chief Engineer, to the Agent of the hé{w .
outh Indiap R T
ailwa

Trichinopoly, 29th £
I BEG to acknowled ’ "ok 1876, No 7
ge receipt of your lett 435
ti;)::r t;)l a letter from the Consulting Engineer, d(:;,’ef :h 2,318 1,267, of the 10
ceedings of the Madras Government, No 449, of th 918%; tnstant, to .
) 8 17th Wty
0

It has been the
cause of much regret and discoursy.
3ement to me to fing th
e Government of

India takes so unfavorabl
o a view of the
R progre
he fi:o:;mg zen{l:a;kds Government may see é’; tzs nli‘:;dfe o:hour works, and T ¢
e outse esire t i1y thewr ’ Tust 1n ¢
completion for the several ert)omt out, that 1n formmg an eof oen — - gt of
T bid no sontrol. oz th}; dul)lns of the lLine there was an el “mate of the probabl
that T took what h’a.s tu;ned oxft t"ely of materials from Ep ;n eat 1 my caloulations o datesof
1o o the Madeas.Cud o be a very much tgo gland , ang while over which
uddalore line, I ask 1t to be born. Sanguine forecggt of thl'eely admtting
81m mung ¢ ® progress to b
e

department I v
P am in & measure 1mpelled to take a sanguin
9 View

¥ Company, dated

lnsta.nt, 1V
gether with a oopyg(;f :’.l}]xi

lant to exertion on the " as Il
part of those ead of the
proved at least that my desire was tO n the works, while the faotOf Progress af only a:eruhve
take a sanguine view of progress, I owards speedy Progress of my Over-sanguin st
Justiied 10 overstating the i o S,f trust that it 18 needless to In faying that I am P ebunstes
as 18 consistent with the a of progress, but that I think 7 that I do not Mipeled to
3 ssumption that all things work £ nk it expedient mean that T am
open anuary 1875, I was asked to stats whe avorably towardg thglve as early a date
pening, and I rephed that the portion beiw ?wthe Bouthe
read{éL 111 15.1[ uly and the remainder in October 105 n5 Hrushuzo
the time when I formed v 4
uffiont sloopers wore 1n the ao thtls estimate only 94 72 myleg f
With regard to the Tncmntnoll-y ;:;la}’ 37¢ miles more, an‘; the 215 hag been laid
tion of the Vygay bndge Thi't J '7 adura Portion the Koy ¢ rails to lay about 52 n; ?Dd only
Trchinopoly, and. - Wa,:l ()(;fe{]stf girders for thyg ;ra;%mphshment was thle o8 :
not be utiized The L a1d between that 1dge had be comple-
ne was laid and station and R rivetted u
material trains were tl & way through o Madura, th p
Vygay on  tom 1en run between Tricl mopol > " tained by the end ’of zse girders could
onat porary hine laid across its Led ¥, M>dura and the south pral, end heavy
elay took place in the erection nf the V . » CTO83Ing the nver
; yguy bnd

first traimn did not
pass over the bridge unt:l 10+h JTuly 1%"5 go girders owin
(]

Madura was
txaffio on th:n“;I;:C'ﬁzi :l);ttheTﬁonsxﬂtmg Engineer 1n
because the line was n ® opening was, b
unfi y aowever, J is b
sdvanosd stato fo ollo mshed, but because the Govern eferred wnt] the It eIng opened for
w of the traffic being worked w thment Telegraph was st September, not
1 B&fety nof 1n g suffi ’
olently

The portion o
Here, 13 with th: iﬁ;:tzouth of Madura I estimated woul
which had been mvetted tem portion, the uncertuinty } uld be ready fop tra
ntes by rail onl Oe ogether af Tnchmopc‘ly and}' Tay n the ereg
Lo was dolay ::1 am;?lnhg to the late armival of perma uticorin anq
monsoon, sad the’ e the erection of the girders lm;1 ‘znt-Way from
Throngh communtont was retarded by the occurrene 0 underty
1875, o ot the ond of N cotaiished butmcen 3¢ b or sorious fo
o end of November the line was nspe ;d;r;. a.r}xld Tutie
¢d by the D

pronounced by hum t
o be safe for public traffic Ty rosult
Sult was ache
ved opnl
¥ by the most

laborious and unce
asing energy of th
Railwa gy o the stafl empl ‘
ys reported to Government under date tieojl';(fh (;1 e Ofﬁmatmg Consyl
th October nsulting En
_— gineer for

** The progress mad
e since my last
ment The punctual and y last inspection

derly dst capnot fa} ¢

40 mles, from a orderly distribution of 0 be satyst
’ pont dist matenal 1staeto

the extent of two tramn 1022“; nearly 200 miles in addm:nantd stores evenly &gnfo the Govern-
8 daily, wvolving the loading &ndod the ordinary tra?ﬁ a :Jstance of
espatch of ¢ by rail, to

* many sg 330
carts

e result 1n
e view,
xtension would be ready for

poly
and Madurs would probably be

8 to ﬂoodﬂ) and the

July with & vieyw o en Trlchmopoly and

fic 1n Ootober 1
oillc:lr(li ;f the large gu§ZIz,
Engh edconveyed to their
- mn ththe laying of the
i ® maiddle of he
. t;)lme of the mvers
s, e 22nd November
nsulting Lagineer and
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
9t/ May 1876 ’

from one point 1n & day, 18 not an easy task m this country for a private
and the arrangements for the erection of the large bmdgesJ;)romls:; to be i‘;ﬁ?;);:;;‘:;omghﬁh,
Agamn, m a report to Government (dated 10th Nosember 1875, No 609) uC lonel
Shaw-Stewart remarks * I trust that the progress which has been made upon the uno ;n ; e
of the Southern Extension will be satisfactory to Government The work has laﬁelle Ila)art
performed at hugh pressure, and all engaged upon 1t have been subjected to constant exyosi:
and much fatigmng drudgery The officers employed upon 1t have been Mr Whate ])I; ut
Chief Engineer, and Messrs. Spalding, Ruce, Partridge, Nicholas and Dredge, Ass1sta.;1t El,)n ly_
neers The satisfactory result which I am able to report could have been secured only by g-rfaf
exertion and untinng energy on the part of these gentlemen ”

The first passenger train conveying ILis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and’suite
from Tuticorin to Madura passed along the Line on the 10th December, and 1t might have been
opened then for public traffic but you considered 1t advisable to defer the o;emng tll 1st
January 1876, 1n order to give more time for the progress of arrangements for passengers and
goods Taking the actual dates of opening these two portions of line, 1t appears that in the
case of the Trichinopoly-Madura portion my ostimate was wrong to the extent of two months
and the part south of Madura three months, but the excess 1510 each case reduced by one montl;
1f the dates be taken when these portions were respectively ready for traffie
I have already m my letter, No 1,687 of 23rd January last, endeavored to explamn

the completion of the line between Madras and

f the causes which combined to delay
I am afraid that I have myself to thank in some measure for the criticisms of the
dia, with regard to doferred dates of opening, 10 having been too sanguine

I now see that I underrated the difficulties with which I had to

some 0
Chingleput
Government of In
in my estimates of progress
. ontend, but I have at least the satisfaction of feeling that I did my best to push on, and
I do not think that, under the circumstances, & much greater rate of progress could have been
achieved without a8 very large addition to tha cost of the line When I took charge of the
(larnatic Company’s works 1n September 1873, nothing whatever had been done towards collect-
1ng material or starting work 1n the dustriots, and much of the Jand required had neither been
marked out nor handed over to the Company  The greater part of the working season of 1874
o line, 1n revising the plans and waterways, and in
brick Ouat of eight Assistant Engineors whom

delay wa
one of prepa.ra.tton

was therefore taken upin restaking out th
T found on the staif, one went away 1 October 1873 and two left durmg 1874, and new men
came out from England  The year 1874 was an un
It will be seen, therefore, that the year 1874 was chuefly
i discovering and gettling quarry and brickfield sites, 1n organizing and
o staff, and 1 TOVL
During 1875 the work was pushed oans, but still not with the speed which ¥
liad hoped Slalled labor of all kinds has to be mmported, and the least touch of cholera scatters
more unfortunate that the time of harvest 18 our best working season I have just come off a
tour of spection durng which I found that the brickfield operations had been langmishing for
carry away the bricks and stack them 10 the kulis  Budge foundations and masonry work were
ympeded from the same cause, and I cannot sce how the matteris to be remedied except by
Jabor required, and 1f 1t were mported at 21'19 shightest mgn of cholera the coolies would make off
At the river Palar, which 188 large and important work, the bulk of the labor comes from villages

aptthing the sources of supply for stone and

usually wet one, and muoh damage and

s caused by rain and floods
sotthng 8 working sng earthworks and waterway allowances generally
by all avatlable m

1t again  During harvesting operations unsk.lled labor 18 scarcely to be got, and this 18 the
want of labor, g0 much so that moulders had to be dispensed with as hands could not be got to
waiting until harvesting operations are over If 1t were possible 1t would not pay to umport the
g and 9 mles off The coolies wall not live at the bridge,but, I am assured, walk this distance

daily to and from the work
At the Sarum

spocial request of the
ugh the mtercourse of laborers co

bridge the works were lately stopped during the prevalence of cholera by
Head Asustant Collector, to prevent. if possible, the disease spreading
thro pung from different wnllages n the neighbourhood

B
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works

De
9th BMay 1876. partment,

S
At Cuddalore, when I was th |
abutment of the Guddelum brdg ere @bout fon days ago, the work of bulding the south

o was entirely at a stang of u

. . g y nd still for want abor, and the work

he whole bridge suffered during February from the 8ame cause, all op t}em arl ’ 11 tth vu 11";'
) ¥ ail the avaiabl

labor be.ng away im the fields b

arvesting, and 5o all al
of Tanjore I found labor only beginning to come 1n ) :ig - rongh tha N
threshed and carred home Hemeer

comploting te that pont
I regret that
and Chingleput

and locomotive departments in time
work of head-quarters, left the service
mapossible to do what was required be,f
work. The plans have novw all been
shead, and I may add that
any delay 1n future

One Engincer
s called 1n to aid 1n the office
and, with the amount of work on hand, 1t :as siuply

ore th .
) Consultmg Lngineer would sunction a start to {he

revised
50 1ar a8 gt arlld settled, every'offort 18 being made to push
Plaus are concerned I ¢, not think there will be

these works, but
cannot place the conpleting
connection with this part of
gust 1875, I advised you of
Poonianr river The fioods

that it became necessary to
d not

In
811, of 16th A,

be decided upon until

of the mientiony of Government More than

grading of the Line recommend,
ed b
July 1875, 15 to be adopted as g te oy Denuty
With regard to the sacty

derable depth  If the

earlier date than J anuary 1878 8 completion
» I hesitate to name an

Botween Mayaveram
element of uncertarnty,
working season  Found
January and June

Every effort 1s ben
complete the large bndgegfﬁgzllii: P bemg
have good reason to believe that thege

between the months of

ﬂcdrned on by night a4
00ds come 1 the rivers,
Prove sucoassfy] In case

’

well as by day, to
0 June next, and I
however, of running

efforts w)Jj
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Government, Public Works Department,

d the Madras
Proceedings of oth May 1876.

] 1t better to give the probable date of
o ek of s Qppitiog cputnons 1ok 2 e 0 ST L
opening between Tg; oro and Combaconum three months later than previously estimated,
opone be;wee:: monacha the completion of the 20 miles between Combaconum and Mayaveram.
antlmp&teﬂ . to the Coleroon I estimate may be opened for traffio by the muddle of 1877,
From aY:v:;a;nIOhave said enough to satisfy Government that whatever the cause of slow
I trus ﬂa arts of the Line, 1t Las not been from want of effort or desire on the part of
progress on e0m Ph that delay has occurred I beleve that all my Assistants have done thoir
;1:8 :ch;;nv::r? &?P:;ress and imterests of the undertaking, possibly the responsibihty rests on

d expected too much

: ked the strength of some of them an

i BhOMdirstfbha;?g f:;rté:zvfamment to accept my assurance that everything 1s being don;

that X 00111)0 :;o:m {o fof\fard the works , that our best efforts are bemng durected to secure as rap:
at can be ,

s possible, and I foel sure that a Liftle forbearance 1n consideration of the diffioulties
progress & )

¢h which we have to contend will be amply repsid by the stimulus denved from efforts
w1 W

eppreciated (Trae Copy )
N TAM - (Slgned) W. 8. BETTi ,
EGAPATAM, -
30¢h March 1876, o
5 OxpER TEEREON, 9th May 1876, No. 1,154. '
gl Tae still further delay now antici-
I RAILWAY, No 19. pated 1n the opemng of the several
- gections of the Northern Extension 1s, 1n

Council, very unsatisfactory.
tho cpmion ot g 1zlted that :mder the circumstances the Chief Engineer of

9. Tt 1s also to be regre e on farlough for one year without even a

llowed to g
thef“;l:;g;ii:li: ia: :s s known to the Government No official report of
medica.

t been made.
Mr Logan’s departure has ye
3. Tt 1s observed that progress with
. ' the discussion as
has not been interrupted by
the delay 1n the opening of the section between T1in

aitributed to this cause.

the railway bridge over the Poomaur
to the treatment of the river, and that
divanum and Cuddalore cannot be

(True Extract.)
(Signed) G W. WALKER, Major-General, B.E,,
0 Secretary to Government.

*

1,155, dated 9th Apnl 1876)

(Docxer, No.
No, 126 _ of tho above forwarded to the Government of India 1n continuation of
(V)4

1876.
No. 784, dated 28th March
doekeh, T (True Extract )

.

. Colonel,

0fg. Under Secy to Govt, P W.D,
for Secretary to Government.
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No. /4.7”/ GREAT SOUTHERN OF INDIA RAILWVAX.;/ |
AGENT'S OFFICE,  *7/ |
i ’ NEGAPATAM, _.il_d,g_/;é asch ;{_ 18/’1. 4
| ‘ Fro’:r}
- THE AGENT, Z Qj lonad lt
Great Southem of Indw Rarlway, (
10 @ y
Q,“ k v den Ca wwﬁ :.7@‘&7/7 ,?
/ / Vﬂaa&u : ) |
’ ¥
* X .
SIR, )
/ Otley o N* 213 of Mee 8 '/o/{d o/ //a«m }{
\ / // // f/udmw/ // { Coceofoond
Lt ’
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