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) Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,
! 8th May 1876

No 135 Read the followmng endorsement of the Chiof Enginecr for Irr:gation,
dated Ootacamund, 28th Aprl 1876, No 61 W —

F\rom Major J BEATTY, R E, District Engmeer, Godavery, to Licutenant-Colonel
J MULLINS, RE, Chief Engneer for Irrigation, dated Dowlaishweram,
91st March 1876, No 8,745

Ix continuation of my letter No 38,555,* of 6th nstant, I have now the honor to
submit the plans, estimate, and report of
the Assistant Engineer 1 charge of No 4

.~
*

LN
s
¢

.

* T the Secretary to Government ,Public Works
Department, returning the Mokhassadaz’s
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) \ L ) ; \ i b ¢ - E ; petition Range 1n the matter of the Seetaramasa-
S ) ' , e ‘ 4 ‘ ﬁ v garam tank of Tecgalavuncha
! LTt - - L . R ‘ o | | ,; i ] 9 The catchment basin of the Seetaramasagaram tank 13 at the northern
§ L L extremity of the Ellore talug, and 1s about 871 squate mles n extent The tank bund 18

about half a mile long, between the low hulls on cither side of the valley, and 18 1 fair
order, with one sluice 1 the centre, and only requiring a good surplus weir to make 1t
capable of holding 91 feet on the floor of the sluice, or by raising the bund to a umform
height throughout 1¢ would hold 11% feet on the sluice floor The catchment basin,
as will be seen by reference to the accompaniment marked B, contains thirty-one small
tanks, which drain mto the Seetaramasagaram tank, and these arc unprovided with
masonry escapes ’ !

3 The village of Teegalavuncha 18 atuated m 17° 6’ north latitude and 81° 6
east longitude, and is about 4 mules north-east of Chintalapudt  The tank bed, about
which there has been the longstanding dispute, 18 situated p‘artly m the wvillage of
Teegalavuncha, and partly 1n the village of Racherla which belongs to a Mokhassadar,

‘ ve, the bund and lower part of the bcd s Teegalavancha, and when there 13 much
water 1n the tank the lands of Racherla are sa1d to be more or less flooded
4 Teegalavunah 1s a Government village, and the people naturally desire to
have a full supply mamntained 1n the tank They state that formerly 9 to 10 feet was
spsidered the proper maximum Jevel on the sill of the sluice , the Mokhassadar of
Racherla, on the other hand, clamms all land above the level of 3 75 foet on the sluice
gill, and for several years past has managed to geb the water kept down to a maximum
of about 5 feet Owing to msufficient supply 1m the tank tho people of Tecegalavuncha
g have been unable to cultivate the whole of the ayacut , only an average of 81 acres
having been cultivated during the last four years out of an ayacut of 190 acres
5 The Tokhassadar appears to have first Taised hus claim, to have the flood
~ » level 1n the tank reduced, about s1x OF eight years ago, and the whole question having
been mquured into by the Assistant Collector Mr Happell, and Assistant Engneer
il Mr. Andrews, the Acting Supelmtendjng Engmeer, on 14th Decem}oer 1870, directed
¢ take the necessary steps for retaimng water 1 the tank

the Assistant Engineer to
to the maximum height and thus restore 1t to 1ts onigmal capacity contrary to the

wishes of the Mokhassadar of Racherla”
6 Subsequently, however, 1 March 1873, the Collector, Mr Foster, having

. visited the place, decided m favor of the Mokhassadar, fixmng the level for the crest
of a surplus werr ab 375 fect on the sluice gll, and the District Engineer called on

’ the Assistant Engineer to furnish a plan and estimate. Owing, however, to repeated
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
8th May 1876.

the extent of the waterspread should be Mr Happell, when Assistant Collector,
appears to have decided agamst the Mokhassadar’s claim to have the water level
reduced, but what depth on the sluice sill he fixed upon as proper does not appear. Mr.
Foster, on the other hand, decided 1n favor of the proprietor, and settled that 3 75 feet
above the sluice sill 15 the full tank level

3 The estimate for a surplus weir at this reduced level amounts to Rs 4,070
The tank revenue paiticulars are as follow —
Area . . Acres 19040

Rupees 556 12

Ayacut { Assessment
Acres 81

Average cultivation ‘e .
Revenue . . 172

Do Inam . 73
ormer capacity of the tank Mr Foster’s decision

If the ayacut be an indication of the f
would seem to be wrong, and the level of the old escape channel pomnts the same way,
1t cannot be worthwhile to incur a

but taking 1t to be right, and to be acted upom,
hich, when full, will be 33 feet deep, which 1s capable at

large expenditure on a tank w
that depth of cultivating only 81 acres, and which has thirty-one tanks above 1t
he level mdicated will neither increase the revenue

Bulding a surplus weir at t
matenaﬁy, nor be of much benefit to the villagers cultivating under 1t, though 1t

would perhaps save them some trouble

4 Tt scems probable that 1t would not be prudent to allow 6 feet of water to be
discharged over the proposed surplus weir unless the soil be hard, and from the depth
to which the surplus channel has cut hard soul would secem not to be present, so the
ultimate outlay on the construction of a waste werr would be likely to exceed the

p1esent estimate

(Signed)  JOIN MULLINS, It -Col, RE,
Cluef Engineer for Irrigation

8th May 1876, No 1,149

I1s Grace the Governor in Couneil
IRRIGATION, No 20 s of opmion that 1t will not be worth-
while to mcur a large expenditure on the

ovement of a tank which 1s so unfavorably circumstanced as that of Seetarama-
be kept on the same footing as hitherto

No 136 ORDER THEREOX,

impr
gagalam, and that 1t should

(True Extract )

Colonel,
0fy Under Secy to Govt, P.W D

To the District Engmeer, Godavery
Cluef Engineer for Irngation
Revenue Department

”

Tsd S T Austin
Spare Copes
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