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Proceedings of the 2adras Gorernment, Public Works Depariment
12th Janwary 1875 ’

No 184 Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel J.H M SHAW
STEWART, R £, Consulting Engineer for Raillways, to Colonel G "W"
WALKER, R E, Sccretary to Govermment, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 18th December 1874, No. 767 — “;

b

. I mave the honor to report, for the information of Government, that two
faccuients occurred during the month of November, caused by the breaking of
~vehicle axles, belonging to the Madras Railway Company, while attached to trains

,1n motion
. 2 The first case occurred on the 11th November It will be seen from the

!
{
! enclosed* papers that a high-sided open

» From Agent, South Indian Railway, No 222, .
goods truck, (No 619,) which was

[

ﬁto

dated 1oth November 1874

From Agent, Madras Railway,

dated 5th December 1874

T'richinopoly,

No 1,080, attached at Erode to the 1-45 p 2 train
on the South Indian line for conveyance

left the rails at a point about 41 mles to the east of Caroor

_owing to the fracture of an axle.

' being reporte

The damage to the line was shight, a few tie-bars

d as bent and broken.

which occurred on the 23rd i1dem, the

? 3

With regard to the second case,

accompanying® papers will show that a

» From Agent, Madras Railway, No 1,056, high-sided open goodstruck, (No. 1,824))
]

28th November 1674
No 1,075, 4th December 1874

attached to the 6a M,

special goods

train from Jollarpett to Mullapooram
H

S

es west of Tripatore Station, the cause of

left the rails ata point about two mil
derailment being also a broken axle. .The damage to the permanent-way 1s

reported to have been as follows .—
* 154 tie-bais broken. . '
205 1ron sleepers broken.
. 194 gibs and cotters broken,

4. 1 have had an opportunity of inspecting the two axles with the Locomo |
endent, and 1t 18 clear that 1n each case the fracture was caused b i
a gerious flaw 10 the metal These flaws could not be detected from the outsxdey
and the axles appeared to be 1n perfect working order until the fracture exposeé
the defect The Agent has arranged to send both axles to England for examing

tion by the makers
* 5 Asexplamned 1n my leiter No. 371, dated the 25th Tune 1874, . cgistors

of the mileage run by carriage and wagon axles are not kept in this Presidenc

that 1t 18 impossible to state what amount of work bad been performed byy :tzo
axles 1n question It was however clear that comparatively little work had be e
. obtamned from them, and that by no system of registration could the ffa(:tur?:

have been foretold
6 Accidents similar to those now reported are fortunately of very rare

oceurrence in this Presidency. Upon the 26th June 1874 I reported the break

ing of an engine axle on the South Indian Railway, which was also unattended b .
gerious results bat, with that exception, the Madras and South Indian Railwa I;
bave been for long almost completely free from this formidable class of casualtzgs

tive Superint
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Proceedmys of the Bladias Gorornment, Public Worls Department,
12th January 1375

Fro 0
rom ¥ :Ilili:’['ssl EE;q\,I{}Pgenc of the South Inlian Railway, to Lientenant Colanel J 11 M
- WART, R E, Consulting Eaz
Nowemio tara 0 1 agweer for Raulways, dated Negapatam, 1Gth
o Ox the 11th instant, shortly after No 6 train had left Caroor, and when near the 12201 mile
;[‘ ;Jost, a Madras Railway high-sided truck (No 619), loaded with seeds from Mborapore to
richinopoly, lefu the rails  The driver of the train f 1t the extra s ramn upon his enzine thus
caused, and he brought his train to a stand at the 122ad mile 3td post .
truck he foand one of the journals broken .

s 2 f;l‘l;le truck ha! to be thrown off the road before the train could proceed, which caused a
o ybo ours and 43 minutes  The hine was not mu h damaged by this azcident, some t e-bars
e bent and broken, but the neces.ary repairs were ¢ffucted before the next train was due

Upon his examining the

F o
row B ANDERSON, Esq, Chief Eugineor, to R B ELWIN, Es1, Azent ani Manager of the
Ten R Ma:iras Railway Company, dated 27th November 1874, No 782
. oni’!u ;axdelntili.uglm;er, 2a1 Duvison, Soash-West Line, reports that 01 tha 23rd instant a
z eratiel av 138 12 mile, maia line, by th 1 z
damags to the merment ! , by ths axie breaking, causing the fullywing
154 tie-bars broken
205 pot sleepers Lroken
194 gibs and cotters broken

No 1,056
To the Consulting Engineer for Railways for information

Manzag, ~igned \
28th November 1874 (1gned) L{ggu}g‘t;xﬂ\}:magar

From R B ELWIN, Esq, Azent and Minager of the Madras Rulway Company, to Licutenant-
Colonel J Il M SHAW.STEWART, RE, Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
Madras, 4th December 1874, No 1,075
I mave the honor to enclose, with reference to yoir letter, No 1,132, of tha 32th ul:ima, &
copy of the Acting Locomotive Superintendent’sletter, No 430, dated the 3rd instant, 10 wh l;h
aJords, as far as be can, the information ashel for by you in connection with th cano of the
axle of a goods wagon at the 138-12 mile, South-West Line, on the 23rd ultimo
2 1 will endeavour to aseertain the mileage run by the vehicle,
the information m the course of a day or two
3 I send for your inspection the portion of the broken axle, and ¢
return it to me at your convenmience for transmission to England

e breakage of the
andaf I saceeed will forward

hall be glad if ou will

From E C BOODLE, Esq, Acting Locomotive Superintendent, ¢
and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, ’
1874, No. 430
Wita reference to your endorsement, dated yesterday
reer, No 1,132, of the 30th ultimo, I beg to furnish you’
called for by the Consullung Engineer with regard to the,
at the 138-12 mile, South-West Line, on the 23rd ultimo
1st —Position of fractur —
near the boss of the v-v];f;l ¢ of azle —The fracture of the axle 18 1n the peck of the journal
2nd —Class and age of the Vehicle ~Migh-S1ded 0
vehicle 15 four years and seven months, the date :f 1ts ;on tpen Gioods No 1
of the wagon will not, however, be any criterion 1n the pr;::;t::: being
€,

question have evidently been put und
ues P er the wagon only recently,

31d —Mileage run by Pehicle —1
—I regret that I
tle Traffic Manager may be able to furnish 1t annot slord thag mformatmn,

o.R B ELWIN, E.
a Ly LA, '
dated Perambore Works, 3rd ;)ec:ligzr

on a letter from the Consulting Eng-

;:.s far as I am able, wity, the particulars
reakage of the axle of a goods wagon
-]

824 Theage of the
April 1870 The age
a3 the wheels anq axle
tb_e Journal not being at all

but probably

"

g

Procecdings of the Madias Government, Public Woirks Department,
12¢h January 1875.

4th — Whether Vehicle when deravied w3 atltackel tn a passenger or goods train —
Attached to the 6 A M special goods train from Jollarpett to \Mullapoorum

2 Wuth regard to the cause of the fiacture, I beg to mnform you that T am of opimon that
1t 18 due to a serious flaw 1n the wwon, and I would Leg to sugsest that the broken poruon, which
I have sent herewith, be forwarded to Eaglanl for tho 1nspection of the makers, the fracture
being a very bad one

3 I beg to annex extract of the driver’s report of the accident, and regret that some little
delay has taken place mn sending forward my report to you, owing to geveral 1inquiries which 1t
was necessary to make 1n the case

4 The wheels and remaimning portion of the axle have not yet been received here, but I expect
to receive them 1n the course of a day or two, when L will let you know the maker's name

Extract from Driver C M Huntley’s Report.

I Bra to report that on the moimng of the 23rd November a wagm loaded with rice and
attached to my train (the 6 4 M goods special from Jollarpett to Mullapooram) full off the rails,
through the axle breaking, near the 138th mile, 16th telegraph post The moment the wagon
fell off 1t occasioned a severe jerk, which was nnmediately detected by me, when I used every
effort to bring the trua to a gtand which I did within three telegraph posts I assisted the guard

1n unloading the wagon and clearing the lime

From E C BOODLE, Fsq, Acting Locomouve Superintendent, to R B ELWIN, Esq, Agent
and Manager of the Madras Ralway Company, dated Perambore Works, 4th December
1874, No 432
Ix reply to your endorsement dated 20th November 1874, on a letter from the Consulting
Engmeer, No 1,100, of the 15th idem, I beg to inform you that the wheels and broken axle of
the wagon (high sided open goods No 619) were received ab these works yesterday
9  The cause of the fracture appears to have been a flaw 1n the interior of the metal, and,
from the position of the flaw, 1t was impossible to detect 1t until the fracture occurred.

No 1,080

To the Corsulting Engineer for Railways for information

(Sigred) R B ELWIN,
Agent and Manager

Mapras,
6tk Decender 1874

OrpEer THEREON, 12th January 1875, No. 83

Orpreep that these papers be

RAILWAY, No. 21 | recorded, and communicated to the
Government of India.
. (True Extract )

(Sigoed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, RE,

Secretary to Government.

No 185

No 186 (Docker No 84, dated 12th January 1875 )
Copy of the above forwarded to the Government of India, with reference to
G 0, No. 2,143, dated 5th August 1874. .

(True Extract.)

Colonel R.E,
Secretary to Government.

Exd S T Austn,
Spare Copies
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