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No 187. Read the following endorsement of the Acting Chief Secretary t‘;, #43
Government, Public Department, dated 20th February 1875 — - _ Qi

From C T LONGLEY, Esq, Collector of Salgm, to the Honorable D, ‘}
CABMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St, Georng,i
dated S-lem, 18th February 1875, No 49 N

As directed in G O, No 20, of the 7th January 1875, I have now the honoy .
to submut a report from the Zillah Surgeon on the type of fever said to prevail at
Samulputty, and which necessitated the temporary closing of the station Dr -
Pearse’s report 18 8o full and exhaustive that there remains very hittle for me to add

2 Ientirely concur with the Zillah Surgeon that the type of fever has becy
exaggerated Native officials located 1n the talug are always more or less inclined ¢
to make capital out of the fact that the Uttengen: Taluq, 1n which Samulputty
Station 1s situated, has a bad reputation for fever, The division officer, Mr LeFan,
writes as follows ‘— ’

“In the recent case of the Uttengen: taluq officials, who were ordered (by
the Collector) for change from Uttenger1 to Harur, the moment their complaint
was acceded to they repented them of 1t, and the Dresser informs me that 1t wag
only on Monday last that they proceeded to Harur, and then unwillingly.”

3 The move above alluded to was necessitated by the fact that fever (not of
dangerous type at all) had been so prevalent at Uttengers, and so large a per-
» centage of the clerks were on sick leave, and others applying for leave, that the
. work of the talug was seriously impeded, and I have, in consequence, removed
: temporarily the office to Ilarnr  The great object in applying for leave wag to get
t away to some large tovn, Like Salem or Tripatore, and to effect thig object a
f good deal of malingering has been attempted in many departments, and the fact

of one of the Station Masters at Samulputty sleeping out in the cold night air to
. get a fever, proves that the Railway Department was no exception With the
* warm dry weather fever has now almost entirely disappeared, and I should think
i traffic mught be carried on as formerly at Samulputty.
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From Surgeon-Major R E PEARSE, Zillah Surgeon, Salem, to C T LON GLEY, Esq, Collector
of Salem, dated Salem, 26th January 1875, No 34

Acerzasiy to G O, No 1 of 2ud instant, forwarded with your letter No 7 of 11th,
. T have the honor to report, for the information of Government, that I visited the station of Samul-
{ putty mn company with Head Assistant Collector on the 15th 1nstant, to investigate the cauges of
' the recent reported severe out-break of fever amongst the Station Magters at that f)lace, which

nstant,
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' had led to the closure of the Ralway Station there
é 2 The inquiry naturally resolved itself mto the following heads —

1t —~The samtary condition and general health of Samulputty during the past few monthq

2nd —The condition of the station and the Station Master’s quarters as likely to afieey

the health of the person residing there
> 3rd —The past and present state of the other Railway servants at this station
47 —The special characters (if any) of the fever which attacked the Station Masters
requiring such frequent and rapid changes
5th —The remedial measures pointed to by the existing condition of affairs
3 For some months past the whole Uttenger: Talug, 1n which Samulputty 15 sifuated, Ly :

been suflering very severely frem intermittent fever, so much so as to necessitate 3 fempt;rary N
removal of the Tahaildar's head-quarters from the town of Uttengen to that of Haryy TLig .,;
{ - y
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had frequent mild attacks of fever, but has never had to go away on sick leave
been here one year and has had one attack, but1s well now, and the third has been only two months
at this stat.on and has not yet suffered at all

N

8 Inext examined the Railway Station itself and the room assigned to the Station Master
The station 18 small, consisting merely of a booking office out of which the Station Master™

room opens and a lumber, luggage, or store godown with the usual latrine at the end, the
ventilation of the Station Master’s room 13 very defective, consisting only of a small archec
opening 3 feet by 2 feet, at 1ts greatest diameter, cut in the wall facing the platform, and even thu
small space 13 still further reduced by the arch being filled 1n by reticulated tile-werk occupying
more than half 1t arca, the room 13 12 feet square, and can only be described as dark and 1ll-
ventilated, but Dot more so than any ordinary native dwelling house or sleeping apartment, I
cannot therefore attribute any special Liabihity to 1llness to this cause

9 The yard 1n rear of the station needs cleaning up and putting 1a order, some of the walls

being dilapidited, and surplus vegetation beginning to spring up, but still at the time of my vnimt
there was nothing 1n 1ts condition that could be stiictly speaking called insanitary and prejudicial
to health

10  The water-supply 18 abundant and good, there being two wells, one a large square wely

containing 16 feet of water, at the time of my visit, of good quality, and bemng used both by the
lower class of people and for Railway purposcs 18 constantly being drawn, and so 18 kept well
cerated and pure
other caste men, 15 1n the compound of the Engineer’s bungalow, facing the station, 1t 13 a deep
well having 15 feet of water in 16 when seen by me, and that water clear, pure, and sweet to the
taste
far as water affccts the question, have suffered less and not more than than their neighbours

The second well, which I was told was that used by the Station Masters and

In bricf then the Station Musters are far botter off for water than the villageis, and shoald, so

11 Under the third head, viz, the past history and present state of other Railway servants

at thigstation, I arrived at the following results —

Porters, thice —Of these one hasbeen at Samulputty eight years, during which time he has
A second has

Pountsmen, two—Of these one has been here vine years, and, though often suffering fiom

fever, has never been g0 11l as to require leave of absence , the other man has only joined two months
and has escaped entirely as yet

Sweeper woman — Residence one year Has had fever from time to Jime, but no leave
Coolies —Of the four coolies whom I was able to collect all had been at Samulputty for years

(four to s1x) and had suffered from fever from time to time, this year worse than usual they sard , but
when scen by me certainly had not the appearance of mere recovering from severe 1llness
pointsman 18 said to have died from fever as recorded 1n paragraph 4

One

12 In view of the above facts one 15 compelled to arrive at the conclusion that the fever of

Samulputty, judging from villagers and Railway servants alike, though common enough, 13 not of a

severe or dangerous type
ally 1t would seem to have been but a mild quotidian fever

In not a few cases 1t had caused enlargement of the spleen, but gener-

13 1 now turn to the most 1mportant branch of my subject, viz, mquring into the special

character of the fever which was stated to haveattacked the Station Masters at Samul putty, requiring
such frequent changes and ultimately the closing of the station

14 It was evident that mere want of ventilation n his room could not account for the Sta-

tion Master being so difierently affected by the fever to every one else, and so far this was the only
condition yet discovered which could be supposed specially hurtful to lum, whilst 1n many pots,
water especially, he had a decided advantage over most of those around himn

o5 In the letter from the Traffic Manager, dated 10th December 1874, G O, No 1 of

9nd imstant, 1t 1s stated that seven Station Masters had been attacked by jungle fever and rendered
wnfit for duty i one month , this statement, regarded from & professional point of view, was simply
wncomprehensible, a8 1t gave but an average of 4} days to each man  Whalst the severer types of
jungle fever, go far as I have obscrved them 1 this district, all Lave a period of incubation wh e
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A N T would render 1t 1mpossible for that NM“‘
. number of mep to be at
o ta
o\ 5) ut-break of the time specified , aga, the 1llness must have been elth:kei. Prostrated, and relieved mthin
) the vers h~’ been unnecessarily moved, 1f severe, how came 3t that T shight or severc, 1f slight, they had
“w ) 8¢ s
merouse moved at & moment’s notice ? Tt wag evident thep the ma::; i:31‘10113 ases 1 succession could be
’ndJ tre;: 16 Under the circumstances, and looking to the 1 equired explanation,
JeJavad  myself justified under the provisions of the G O, N Portance of thq question,
but more 4, to call upon the Railway Apothecary 1n d‘a‘;’ge 0; tho 1, eputing me 4 tnquire Ont, ;‘onsxdcred
- 18 nto the mat
| :Eus of net for his placing men on sick list at th;g extraordinary rportlou of the 1pq to explan ¢4 matter,
| erecent Lis statement The Apothecary was somewhat ate, and to Produce hig o Decessity
; the base » a Railway officral, but I told him [ would acce H.‘}:Dwulmg te produce by books 0k 1n support of
/ tow= ! trust T shall be held $o have acted rightly aspmh ® TeSPonsibility of hyg ¢y ,s t0 one who was not
7 17 The statement that ' ¢ evidence wag absolutely n: broccdure wa whach [
the by 8 flat dembl. and 1 seven Station Magterg had beep ceseary to the mnquiry
\ -3 y & flab demal, ard his books certunly bear bim out seat away )] 4, on
/ ) Register, which shows all admissions and discharge ¥ant carefully },, ® month he met
o as follows — €28, and find ty, record for thowh bis Nominal
; € year 1
Stalron Masters entered on sick Iy during the year 187 874 stand,
: M r 4 at S
o " i Names Adm.tted T amulpu“y Station
: | . ) B atte { Dmcharged T\\'“\~-h,
f \ N‘\\ 0 duty or Otherwlse
Rungnh | 3rd January 1874 |
Sufder Hussain 20th April ! éé‘h January 1874 T
Ramasawmy Moodelly | 1st August ” J 5 th Aprg] , For duty
Mahomed Gouse 13th October ,. | 1Ed Augugt Do
{ Lutchoomal.ln Row 10th Noy , 1 ] 61:1}11 gctober : ,1““ Do
w Sevaramia 9th Dec ' ov ' 0 Mairy
k24 ” '
1ith Deg . o
N
" SooraMUNGALUM RalLway STATION, \M\\\ Do
b 25th January 1875 S T -
X ] Y ( gned) HUss AIN Brg
\ . 18 1 do not of course desire to 1mpugn {; APotkecary M ’
\ th seven men Were removed from Samulputtybl D¢ accuracy of the Traffic M ’ flcllas Raway
| ground of 1llness , the Apothecary, who e 1 one month, pyy 1t eoulg ANAZer's statement that
much § them and never recommendeq their re P and dowp th line once Scarcely have pee on the
: sick th telegraph book, for 1t , moval ag proveq b Ortwice g wee ne
! ¢ shis duty ¢4 report Y bs register and » Dever treated
ant Col relieved by telegraph (so that Imme ligte the 1llnesy of 4 Statiog ,M the counterfyy] of hus
and rep and this evidence 19 absent algy Futh arrangementy may be made) aster why Tequires to be
" * er, )
‘ Fri were suffuring from ordinary Intermugte s the Apothecary States that Preserving ¢, counterfoil,
every h adjacent stations ont fever of ¢, ty pe ak thoge %hom he did attend
g Prevalling gp1 '@ aiten
engt 19 In view then of the result of e at Samu!putty and
mtermit  servants and other whabit MY Wspection of th
sodamr  pentar, 1 ants of the adjacent ¢ locahty, of the
very b 7 broduced by the med; ey office wllages, ang of th ¢ondition of (he Railway
‘, ]ery ¥ tuough the Station Magterg at Samq TI0 immed)qtq chargo, 1 4 ® e¥idence both orq) and docu-
arge vi putt &% 1 8m gop

(' . but simply the ordinary feye Wwhich hag .thave suffered frop fever, 1t hpened to the conclusion that

L abaated whole Uttenger; Talug, and which my OF monthg pagy and st;l] a8 1ot been a special discase,

f tho fout 20 Samulputty 15 g moge 7 moreover, }q expected to Jag; ;s Prevailing throughout the

| the wat ly if as fi UnPopular statign 4nq °F & couple of months longer

] especially 1f as frequently happeng they a » 80d there cap 1, no dout,

- oonthes  fom the place  One map (Ramasaw ® caste-men, pogoyy to ev 200% the Station Masters,
sibuatec osed himself to b SawImy Moodelly) In th €Ty possible means to get away
being 1 exp cavy dews at night and 8un by da © above hst 19 known to bave delhiberately

. atspol,  express object of getting fever and gq being remg, ol J':fbemdes €ating unwholesome f0d, with the
- 1
water ¢ have done ! Ilow this should be checkeq 1t 18 bC‘)‘omi lmorzc 2l will do this what may not others
such w 91 Lastly, T have to speak of the - Y Province to uiseyeq
. eas
- After the description of the coudtry ang probakle cws:;urcs Which seem applicable to the case
of the fever contained 1o the carher
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zraphs of this report, 1t will be evident that little can be done to prevent this fever from pre- * §
ng generally at certain periods of the year, due as 1t 18 to the malaria produced by the configu- . &
bn of the country and character of the soil when acted on by a heavy rainfall The experiment
ntroducing some trees of the Eucalyptus Globulus into some of these marshy plots might be
|, and cultivation 1n the low lands, tending to bring these swamps gradua'ly under the plough,s,
1d certainly bo encouraged Mach I believe might also be done by selecting more fa.vorable\
for village wells and closing the old ones up, for without this 1t 18 useless to open new ones

92  From the evidence of the medical subordinates who have treated the disease, the
bnue Offi >re, and the people generally, there 18 little doubt that the type of fever nas not
gevere, t d yielded very readily to treatment, thus, 1f we cannot prevent we can at all events
ply pallia o tha disease, and, I believe, both shorten 1ts course and obviate many of its after 11l

ts by a free distribution of the various cinchona alkaloids through the agency of the revenue
village authoritics 1n the affected localities , this has to a certain extent been done already,
might, I consider, be advantagcously persevered 1n  Sending medical subordinates to the spot
ept 111 particular cases) I do not advocate, they soon knock up , whilst, on the other hand, a well
nized system of distribution of bark, quinine, and allied substances, can always be kept up

ing as circumstances may seem to require 1t

ForwarpeD to the Public Works Department with reference to the orders in
b department, dated the 2nd January 1875, No. 1.
(Si1gned) D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Acting Cluef Secretary

Ozrper THEREON, 6th March 1875, No. 655

It appears from these papers that
the fever reported to have pievailed
at Samulputty, and in consequence of
ich the station was authorized to be temporarily closed, was not of a type
ve than ordinarily severe, and that its effects on the Railway staff have been
ooerated. Under these circumstances the Agent and Manager will probably

oD
in position to recommend the speedy re-opening of the station for traffic

2 The measures proposed by the Zillah Surgeon for improving the sanita-
) of the neighbourhood will be considered 1a the Public Department

(True Extract.)

[ 188

}

RAILWAY, No. 22.

Colonel, RE, /
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