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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25¢th February 1875.

No. 606.  Read the following letter from Colonel H. DRUMMOND, R.E,, ‘\
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, Yo
(Railway,) to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to the Govern- o
ment of Madras, Pablic Works Department, (Railway,) dated Fort :
William, 16th January 1875, No. 1388 R :(—

I axm directed to acknowledge receipt of your letters, Nos. 3,454-A A and ‘ .
3,492, dated 8th and 12th December 1874, respectively, reporting damages to the - - i\ Rt
Madras Railway by heavy floods which occurred at the end of October 1874.

2. With reference to the observations of the Madras Government, that the” |
cause of the damage to the Cheyaur bridge is * that in many instances the founda- i
tions of piers and abutments have not been sunk to the solid bed of the river,”

I am to inquire who is responsible for this omission, and to state that this informa- -
tion should be furnished with the further detailed reports promised. These reports
should be submitted with the least possible delay, a special Committee being .
apprinted t) investigate the matter, if thought desirable by His Excellency tie
Governor in Council, so,that a searching inquiry may be made and a complete ' ;
account of the circumstances drawn up for the information of the Government of :
[ India, and of Her Majesty’s Government. ~Two estimates as closely approximate '
. as possible should accompany the reports, one giving the actual money loss incurred
by the destruction of bridges, banks, etc., and the second the probable cost of ‘
works considered necessary to restore the communication, making it safe for the .
future against a similar disaster. With the first estimate, and as an appendix I
thereto, should be given a statement showing the probable loss in traffic due to .
the breaks on the Railway. : !
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No. 607, ORDER THEREON, 25th Feb 1875, No. 539,

OrpereY that the Government of
, RAILWAY, No. 78, _ India be addressed on the subject of
this letter.
(Here enter No. 540, dated 25th February 1875. )
(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Coloncl, R.E.,

Seeretary to Government,
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- Pubric Works DepARTMENT,

""‘“ . Forr St. Grorce, 25tk February 1875.
No. 608.

B ST SRR
i

No. 540.

Frou
Coroxer G. W. WALKER, R.E,,

i Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Departmem‘

dad

g . T
b Tne SECRETARY 1o Tne GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
‘ ! . LPublic Works Department.

Y Sig,—1I am directed to acl;nowlege
RAILWAY . 79.
» No. 79 I the receipt of your letter No. 1u8 R,

\ dated 10th January 1875, and in rep
‘ : ’ to state as follows.

2. The defective construction of the Cheyaur bridge has already formed the
subject of a lengthened correspondence both with the Government of India and the
local Railway Authorities, extending as far back as October 1870, when the struc-
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\ ure originally failed. The papers
) G.0., No. 2,048, dated 4th November 1870. quoted in the margin will recall to the
: ' k 'g" %"V&:f{“gg §§t3d7¢f(§’thd§fffell7st7h{\°v »  yemembrance of the Government of ,
] . ‘ ‘ From Govt. of India, No. 1,098, 29th June 1871.  India the circumstances not only of the '
. 'ij“gom s No. 1] 32680 da’t:ad zg:g g‘éiy 187”1' failure of the bridge but of the measure
% To .0 2661, . 20th ,, . of responsibility attaching to the Engi-
. nooonow g’g%' »” g:lﬁ lf)‘;‘é' »  neers concerned in carrying out the
§ From .. ,’,’ 2,’447’1{. :’, © 6th ,, ' :: . work. The Government of India have
A v 3'5327’ " lgg » . »  alsobeen furnished with explanations as
z fo 77 sy, " 5th Feb 1872, to why the foundations of the piers and
i abutments were not sunk to the solid bed -
g of the river when the reconstruction of the bridge was being proceeded with in
’g 1871. The papers mentioned below, to which I am to invite attention, contain a
v full account of the circumstances, and the defects are fully illustrated by the
v g gections of the new bridge which accompanied my letter No. 311, dated 4th
February 1875.
5o To Government of Indla, No. 425, dated 20th February 1874,
. From ” ” " 512 G. R 1) 7th March ”
. To ” o gy 924, ,  S8th April "
” ” ” ” 1)‘\114, » 28th May ”
” ’ ’ yy 1,695, 3 16th June ’
" From ", w o 1,554 R, .9 .9th Ju]y ’
\ To P ” , 2,467, - ,, 1st September ,,
, 3,063, sy 2Tth October ,,

9 12 3
With the information now given before them it is thought that the Government of

India will not wish to receive the further special report in regard to the Cheyaur
bridge, called for in paragraph 2 of the letter under reply,




/

3. The detailed report of damg :

. floods has been furnished with my No,. 396, dated 19th February 1875, and a copy
;‘l has been supplied direct to the Scc'retary of State. This report containg an approxi- !
. mate valuation of the damage done to works and loss dye to interruption of traffic, :
and explains that an aceurate estimate of the remedial works Decessary to secure the ;

+ line against similar disaster jn the future cannot be frameq ti]) =
. the question of waterways of large bridges, to diseusg which, with §; .
shaw, the Consulting Engineer in London, the Chief Engineer of
dated 8th De(;ember 1874, procecded® home,
\\\\"C, Excellency the Governor in Council ¢

appoint a special committe

e of investigat
- N wishes of the Government of India,
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ges to railway works generally by the recent
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* Vide No. 3,455-A,

e

the Company has . - -

Under the arrange. . «
. . !

h consultation, His , :

i i uld be premature to -

further intimation of

I have the honor to be, | |
Sir

7
Your most obediept servant,
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of the Madras Government,
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