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‘ *‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depam | :
C L . 94th February 1875. S

N.
No. 567.  Read the following endorsement of the Chief Engineer for Trripat:
dated Fort St. George, 30th January 1875, No, 133 . Bation,

" From Major J. BEATTY, R.E, District Engincer, Godavery, t, Libut SIS
- Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation datEdenant. L
‘laishweram, 23rd January 1875, No, 3,289, ] » = Dow. )

= a7

1ve EngiDEer
n unfortﬁnaté
urplus Weir in
}u,ldapett Ca:nul
13pensablg,

: ? \ 1 mave the honor to forward, herewith, a report by the Execyt
k Eastern Delta Range, of 5

f 1 Plan. accident b hich ,
e o Report. y which the s
) - y the 11th mile of the M
has become a total wreck, and its entire reconstruction will be ind

N - 9, This surplus weir was about amile above the Thapesweram lock

*} under the charge of the Lock Superintendent, who on the evenin ,fand Was

" instant reported the occurrence of a breach alongside the weir, arldgﬂo t-he 6th ;
1 , ‘ . wings had fallen down. . Captain Brockman, to whom the report was g ;at its cagt o
Sl s - R ed to the spot after reducing the height of water in the Maj, Canala e, hasten,
A S S L ) ‘ . . ‘ bunds across the head of the Mundapett Canal and across the bregc, y and threw
Lol s R T P o f o ; I have delayed writing you an account of the accident untj} I cou]dzft the Weir, :

O T , _ ‘ : ’ ‘l , place myself, and inquire more fully into the circumstances and th INSpect thg . '%
T . . T was absent from Dowlaishweram at the time it happened, giq @ Causes of it, s
o ) until the breach had been closed, and have been prevented ’ins . :?ot heay of it .
e : " sooner by an engagement to meet the Collector at another par Pecting }4

t
, 3. This weir had been built about seven or eight years Sin(;f th o
.. nor the banks in its vicinity had of late years given trouble, exce 'f ;limd neither it -
: and rough stone apron which required occasional repairs ang rep e TeVetmeny,
, . 4 ' pelieved to be perfectly safe, and.fairly answering the purpose }}ackm{?,. It s -
. : RS ' ~ built. It had been minutely inspected by Mr, Larmihie iy Au:r

, : S S -about to prepare an estimate for fitting it with improveq shutters gu
, - . ing, and it had been’casually visited more recently both by Mran
SONT e e T D Captain Brockman. My own attention had never begy spoci il
e . - But no amount of previous inspection would have avajleq P lz:' Y drawn o
ST e T L IS | which clearly resulted from the gross stupidity ang negligey A tng I this ¢q4,
R | | S | intendent. The circumstances were as follows, sig c?ﬁ:_‘ Yhe Lock Supe,’. |

‘ ‘ ' x 4. Wishing to allow the bed of the Tooliabaga t6 dpy, by
" o : S - . o L Co | ~ . works in it might be commenced as early a3 possiblo, Caymn Izm?? at the earg,.

L : \ T T ‘ B I . on the 19th December, toinform the Lock Superipg it that he

: end Al wrot
all discharge into the Tooliabaga from the 11th mile ¢* the Mundapett Gan%i’%

W f\t T - o that the weir there should be closed eﬂ'ectually. . o
T TR B IR L | 5. The Superinte;ldent misinterpreted thig ¢, . pean that he was to close the N,
"Phapesweram Lock weir, and alsc? throw a bupq ac‘_’: 3 the canz'xl in the 11th mile,

Being a careful though very stuP1d man, he cloges A l\o.ck weir thorough]y with

grass, etc., commenced discharging into the-tower reac . = the lock culverts, ang
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e distrieg_
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st last, when
d scrow gear |
Larminiq ang ,
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. - 5 / at the same® time wrote to the Rap,.
A ¢ On the 20th. /" Accountant to know if he was really te‘
p 2 . . . ) Q
, - !: bund the canal also, as that woul‘d stop all n~av1gat10n, and there wxs alarge traic
: o1 going on which should have notice to clear out of the canal,
: | - |

-
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|
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
24th Iebruary 1876.
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6. 'I'ho Accountant replied to him on the 26th, after consulting' the Rang,
Officer, that a bund was not required in the canal, but that the Welr was tg p
kept closed, '

7. The Superintendent wrote again on the 30th that, owing to the clo.sure of
the lock weir, many boats were sticking in the cana'] below the lock. By this lettey
Captain Brockman discovered that the wrong w?u' had Dbeen closed, and S.ent 2
special messenger to tell him to open the lock weir and close the surplus weir,

8. Thismessenger, one of the Medapad lock lascars, arrived at ThaPESWeram

on the. evening of the 5th about 5 o’clock, and the Superintendent states that he
4 . . . . . .

at once complied with the orders given him, raised the lock weir shutter 18 mChes}o

and then closed the surplus weir. N :

9. 8o far his story may be true, but the rest of'zt 13 more than dolll)z‘/b/' ﬁé

states that on the 6th he and fwo lascars were o}ccu{ﬁ)md the 11’110/60’4% Lo -
morning till dusk, stopping leakage through the 2 féef‘oltS/Jllff(’rS't/Idfb 4
put up at the surplus weir ; that the depth of ﬁ'ater on the SIY]oft/,at o e lfad
ed the same throughout that day cxact[y?/eet; that the banke 0{1‘ remajp.
leak at all ; that he left the place about @ py an S near it did no4
he was first informed by some people travelliy e Iock; also that

o'clock that evening, that there wag 5 breach, er boat, ahoyt 7

d retumed to th
gon g Passeng

10.  The probability is that neither
the Gth ; that leakage began soon after th,

- o 1 “ore by the MOTNINg of the 6th, was mares. s AM. on the
roughout the{ \{ dlSCharging 18 ) Maintained at that level

12 AL/ fanyg of . inches at the ool weir.
/ g o e
swater-mark / ‘ ack cotton soil in the gg] : .
4 ta, above ordinary hieh
o

¢ .
ot 1?vr",acks 1n the dry weather, ang there hag
O Wmonths, 50 a4 Common gepge should

L PR

~ —{e apt to \reeome gy 0

Ly

have warned the Superinteryleng th

: : a Some 10 o
:}vater rose, and th.at this req {ed Watching, ajii:,eb;xmst be €xpected whep the
‘Town along the inner face { ! the bung : A obably a few cubie yards of ear,
faved it 3

~ The Distri
SUrplus weip ip
18 full apg com

ct Engineer’s 1nvestigation

the 11th mile of the Mundap
plete,

etta Cu
The water no doubt r

N ’\ astern D
0se on the closing

>
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""" Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department,

24th Lebruary 1875.

found its way through the dry soil behind the wing. Had this been noticed and
attended to all risk of accident might have been obviated. I is presumed that it
has been ascertained that Captain Brockman’s written instructions of the 19th
December were so translated as to make his intentions plain ; if so, the Lock
Superintendent is manifestly unfit for his post. -

2. It may be remarked that lock culverts should never be used for discharg--

ing water unless under exceptional circumstances, and upon_ the written instruc-

tions of the Raunge Officer or Assistant Engineer in charge of a canal.

3. Asthe closing of the surplus weir with the supply then going down the

canal was likely to cause a risé in the water level, it would have been desirable .

that the Lock Superintendent should have been warned to look to all points
where danger was to be apprehended, but probably the lock weir would have
sufficed to keep down the water to its normal full supply level had it been properly
regulated. .

4. 'Tho construction of a new weir must be at once undertaken.

(Signed) ~ JOHN MULLINS, Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

No. 568. . O=rDER THEREON, 24th February 1875, No. 521,

IRRIGATION, No. 46. OrpERED to be recorded.

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E,,
Secratary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Godavery. I
Chief Engineer for Irrigation. P
Controller of Public Works Accounts.
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