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Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department,
20th February 1875. ”
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No. 512. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M. SHAW- .~
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W.
WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 28th January 1875, No. 68:— o

I mavE the honor to submit, for the information of Government, a report by
the Deputy Consulting Engineer upon the condition of the Arconum-Conjeveram
Line, which was inspected by Lieutenant Coaker upon the 25th instant.
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Note on an Inspection of the Arcondm-Opnjeveram Branch of the South Indian Railway on
' the 25th January 1875. :

Tae line i3 generally in good order; a slight deficiency of ballast was noticeable at a few
points, but these were being attended to. A gradient near the Pulloor Station, which was found
inconvenient in working heavy trains in and out of the station, has been flattened.

2. The vegetable fencing continues to improve, especially where the space between the !
he fence has been glled in with sand. In alkaline soils, where aloes do not thrive on

slope and t g
account of the continual dampness, this arrangement hasbeen found to effect a great improvement . !

in their growth. . 7 .
3. The masonry works are in good order, with the exception of the bridges which were

" damaged during the late floods ; these were temporarily restored at the time, but the permanent
opairs have not yet been undertaken. The tempc.)ra}'y bridge at the 14th mile bas stood well,
though for five days water dowed through up to within 6 inches of the bottom of girders. The
rotective works to the Pulloor bridge are being proceeded with. _vAll the wells have been sunk
to their full depths, but” seven still remain to be filled with concrete. The remainder of the
curtain wall will then be built and the work completed without fprther difficulty.
4, Tt hasbeen found necessary to remove the creosoted pine sleepers from the curves (of
about 6 chains radius) at the temporary bridge, owing to the spikes with v_vhich the rails were
fastened having been found to draw on the passage of trains.. “Teak sleepers, which are much
parder than pine have been substituted and are found to obviate the inconvenience. No fang
bolts were ased with the pine gleepers, but these are ggner‘:ﬂly 131aced at each end of a rail on the ’ L
Jines now being constructed. The wheel base of the engines in the Arconum-Conjeveram Line o

18 O feet, while that of the new locomotives is 12 feet, %o that ou curves of small radius, eg.,
90 chains, it M3y be found necessary to use fang bolts with every sleeper.

5. The traffic during the last two months has been very good, both in passengers and goods.
e prospect of an abundant harvest the merchants appear to be clearing out their present
gtocks of grain, and in December the tonnage of goods was larger than during any month since
the opening of the line. Sixty tons of gram wex:e booked at Pulloor, a very unusual quantity,
ar. LeaHair informs me that gince the mtern‘lpt;on o.f traﬂic.on the Madras road, a number of
- perchants who were then driven to use the railway still contmue.to do so, notwithstanding that
the road has again been made passable. When ?rafﬁc can be carried t-o Madras without break of
palk, it i8 probable that & much largelz ?roport;on than at present will be sent by rail. 1 am
snformed that 8 pumerously gigned petition has been presented to the Agent by the inhabitants

With th

of Copjeveram urging the construction of the connecting line with Chingleput. - )
MADEAS ' (Signed)  W. H. COAKER, Lieutenant, R.E., .
ogth January 1875. ‘ Deputy Consulting Engincer for Railways, .
No. 513. Ogper THEREON, 20th February 1875, No. 495. :

. OrDERED to be recorded.
‘ BAILWAY, No. 69. 9. The Consulting Engineer will
e / j 1
. » | report whether the objection to soff
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wood sleepers notlced in paragraph 4 of the Deputy Consultmg Engineer’s feP°’t ‘ /
ha.s been found. to exist elsewhere."
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