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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmem, \
i | ' 13t February 1875. :

Read the following letter from Lieutena'nt-,Cplgpel J. F. FISCHER,
R.E., District Engineer, Madura, to Colopel G. W. WALKER, R.
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department dated Madura,
8th December 1874 No. 3,858 :— . "

sz reference to my letter in G. O. of the 6th ultimag, No. 8,154, I haye tho

honor to forward copy of a report&from
the Overseer in chargp of the Operations
at Paumben submitting a bil], amount. .-
ing to Rupees 131-3-6, for altermg the machinery of the dredge as dlrected by A
me. Mr. Fonseca has deblted this to the grant of Rupees 200 sanctioned for the
maintenance of the dredge, but I think the charge is hardly debitable to this
head, which prov1des for only such ordinary repairs as the dredge may require
after a ‘season’s work, and I therefore solicit permission to charge this blll to the
estimate for the work. .

2. The dredge is hkely to require repaxrs at any time, and I am theref /
"anxious not to reduce_the grant for its mamtenance, as special sanction w1ll
to be obtained should an increase be requxred for this purpose. -

3. The Overseer finds he can now do the same work with 16 men that
34 were formerly employed to do, and that a monthly saving ofJRupees 144 has_
been effected by this modification. "'The total saving for a'year 1s Rupees 1 ,728,
which is more than the average annual expenditure on the work for the Iast- -
seven years, as reported in this office letter of the 16th ultimo, No.-3,399 ; it would ;
not be difficult to arrange a hand-dredge to make it very much more effective
than this one, but I doubt if the work of deepening the channel could be done in
.any thing like the time that the Clyde dredges would do it in. So far as I have
bean able to utilize the old .materials at Paumben I have done so, but the
machinery for another hand-dredge will have.to be made up at Madras or
Dowlaishweram, as we cannot cut a.5CIew here or cast any sort of wheel,

1 Copy of letter. .
1 Memorandum.

ORDEE THEREON, 13th February 1875 No. 401

TrE proposal of the District Engi-
neer to charge to the works of the
Paumben channel the cost of altering.
- the hand-dredge cannot be assented to, but a transfer will be made of the sum
_required (Rupees 132) from the allotment for deepening the chaunel as it does
_not appear that the whole will be required. : &

(True Extract.) B

(vaned) G Ww. WALKER Colonel R.E,

, g } , - Secretary to Govemment

. -

. "ACCOUNT, No. 19,

To the District Engineer, Madura. : ‘
»». Controller of Public Works Accounts. R .

Exd. S. T. Austin, T
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