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1 Proceedings of the Madras Gorérnment, Public Works Department,
! : 927th December 1375. ‘

i

o . S |
L No. 445.  Read the following letter from Major II. R. MEAD, R.E., District Lngi- l
- neer, South Arcot, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to .N

RN

’i Government, Public Works Department, dated Cuddalore, 11th December :
'; ) 1875, No. 175 :—
I IS I 1AvE the honor to report that Kandasawmy Moodelliar, a Contractor, has-laid an
A : i{ . C; of Lotter ‘ action against Mr. Garrett, Assistant Engi-
N ]ﬂ v 1 TrEr);slation of plaint. neer, and Soobroya Moodelly, a man who -
- ; 1 Do.  of schedule or account. was employed as a temporary Overseer on
5 1 Draft answer. ‘ " the Ponniar bridge work, in the Munsif’s
M Clourt of Cuddalore for Rupees 522-13-9, being balances on account of earthwork and
S o firewood that he asserts are due to him. , ‘ T
L E‘ 2. T have had application made to the Court, and an extension of time is granted .
- jf o until the 26th of January 1876, so that orders of Goveinment regarding the case may
RN T be given. L .. ' )
L ;{ ﬁ . 3. Ircgretto have to report that, owing to the way the accounts have been kept, -
g 4 v &o., that although I have no doubt there is properly little or nothing due to the man, H
R i f et the defence will be very difficult. ) ] '
L% 4. The Ponniar bridge works were under the charge of Mr..Garrett, a young.
. § t ; Assistant Engineer, who had no experience and, I must say, was not instructed
S f'z . regarding his duties, and, I have further to ald, that I cannot but consider he has been :
‘l‘ i

most careless.
5. e was placed in independent charge of the works, and the Range Officer,

;o Mr. Wiffen, was directed to supply him with funds and compile the bridge accounts

o 4‘ i with those of the range. ] - .

A i 6. The following are tho facts of the case :—The Contractor was ordered to do +

S Z : earthwork for the ring-bunds to.the damazed arches of the bridge ; no estimate was |
1: . made. He began in May, a temporary Overseer, Soobroya Moodelly, being in chargs .

under Mr. Garrett. On the 12th of June a bill for more than 3,000 cubic yards was

ed by this man and the Contractor; Mr. Garrett examined the work, took no

_

.

-
ok

3

R

v sign :
‘; Fo measurements, but satisfied Limself that the man was not entitled to be paid for .
E . this quantity of work, but was satisfied that Rupees 156-4-0 of work, or 2,000 cubis ‘

2ame T ISR

yards, had been done, and had a bill for this amount prepared and paid. ‘
7. On the 16th June a fresh in the river occurred, the bund was breached and

partly washed away. «
8. On the 21st June the Contractor’s work was stopped, and another Contractor

.o put on the work. ,
9. The Contractor presented on the 24th June a second bill (the one he now

claims in the Court) for Rupees ,16-10-3, being for 4,053 cubic yards, signed by {ha

* District Engineer’s order, 22nd ; Mr. Ga;rrett’s temporary Overscer, :Vim Wfis dismissed on
order dispensing with his gervices, 26th June the 26th June 1875,* this Mr, Garrett
1875. declined to pass.

10. On the 2nd July Mr. Garrett measured up the pits on the bank and foung
RN that they measured 830 cubic yards ; ashowever he was unable to measure up the pits
. BT B in the river bed, this was not of much use ; he did not attempt to measure the remains ,:

bank g R
of the bank. ;
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Proceédings of the Madras Gocernment, Public Worlks Department
27th December 1875. ,

11. Mr G :
reported to Mr. ;Z?t TegOrts.that he was convinced that the claim was incorrect, and
the CODtmctor. ;1th Or;h“hlo t(‘h;ected no further payments to be made com‘idcrinv’thnt
' vugh he had done more than 2,000 i ’ 2
more monevy ¢ ~y cublc ardS W it
ey, because he had been so slow at the work agd als’o hisdn;:neenit;t:):ilt;

and without sectioning it
& o Oﬁ . th . . .
the full rate for the x:ork. » the rate paid for the 2,000 cubic yards was Rupee 0-1-3,

12, 2y Ga
- . Garrett, I regret ¢ .
o say, has
valu roe o e Y n9% measure
e whatever; from the original lenet ments and no notes of any
o

fa o h 1
making every lowance, of the bund and his memory he states that,

I -
exceed 2,500 cubic yards lz.nl; fxonﬁdcnt that the Contractor’s work did not ever
false, ) e can show that the claim for 6,053 cubic yards is

13.  The wond account is,

Ir . .
for earthwork. There are two egret to say, more unsatisfactory than the claim .

tained. Contractors who made claims that canaot be enter-

14. < .
plintis fimghawmyl gy op, Tupees 173-12
) vupees 169-6-0. They bot] N
appears Mr. Gs y both supplicd wood, b , :
] 15. On t;:;tgﬂtloik If;) measures whatever to check ;};e \:(t)oi . tS oy that ¥
. Aprily, Annasawmv Pill. ; accounts.
and th s e ’ my Pillay v - ]

12 Pl%!;tltf;fl Kf)ufdasawmy, on the 12th J ur}m,vii'l:rp:l?(}) fz:nE‘% clzzmd:cs.Rs. 92-12-0,
173:12.0. and 1(-; :1 thJ ur.le they presented each another bill fmsl > 98150
by the te;npor:u- '3'(’-3’5 candies Rupees 169-6-0, respective o

h ¥ Uverscer, who certified .
signed by him 23 ’ tified to having received th .
re?used t}; Par;'1 tha:g(l June, at Fhe time of his dis;\issal 206th ; t:l(:aO(llS"'t'he t“'"o e
 second bills, as he thought the wood account couliio;xot“é: ::::::f
+ ?

he reported the

. L matter, and Mr, N .

hich was done s but n ’n Norfor directed that the wood should be weiched,
(]

-0, and Kundasawmy Moodely, the

59 candies, Rupees
ly. These bills were signed

!:’8 accounts Leen correct and the
elved.

31 candies thath i
nown ; as been received,
to whom this should be paid, the Contractors’

e 23rd June, been rec

. there
but not paid for ; but it is not I:re 13 a balance of 4

accounts being mixed up together
19: The defence I would '
With regard to both cla
who was dismissed for these an

Propose is as follows :—
ms, that Soobroya Moodelly,

. the
d other Irregularities on the 2¢ femporary Qverseer

th of June 1875, was not

regarding the work done
b

but this wi .
he (as he should have dos his will not be as sai.:sfactory

e
) measured the work from time to ti

value of 43! candies » I ean onl
2 should be paid : Y propose that Rupe :
thow that this is the ’ Paid into Court, g upees 51-6-0, the
m » and Mr, Garrett's evi
vidence should

.
L]
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
27th December 1875.

21. Rupass 51-6-0 shoull also b2 paid to the other Contractor, Annasawmy
Pillai, in settlement of all demands. I can see no other way of settling the matter, as
the wood accounts of both Contractors have been mixed up ; the extra price of the
wood (Rupees 51-6-0 for 431 candies paid twice over) must be paid by whoever

" Government think right to order.

~22. I must point out that although it appears to me Mr. Carrett has been very
careless and wanting in interest in his work, yet it must be remembered that he was
put in charge of a large work when utterly ignorant of even forms ; he did not think
or know that it was his business to check and examine work, but thought it was
sufficient for him to look at it. It is much to be regretted that he was not placed
under an experienced Range Officer and shown what he had to do. Mr. Norfor,

however, considered he could not do this as he did not think it right to put him under -

Mr. Wiffen, cspecially when he would have been unable to attend much to the werk

as he had the Ponniar Anicut extension work besides the other range duties.

93. T enclose a copy of aletter from Mr. Garrett regarding the transactions, and
can only say, as regards the assistance he had, that he had none of, I may say, any
value to put him right. -

9%, Mr. Garrett has been transferred to Tanjore District; in letter No. 172,
dated 6th instant, T requested leave to retain him until the 15th January 1876 ; his®
presence will be roquired at Cuddalore on the 26th of January 1876 in order to give
evidence. Should it be considered alvisable I could employ him on survey work in the

district until then.

ORDER THEREON, 27th December 1875, No. 3,624. .

No. 446.
His Excellency the Governor in Couneil

| ESTABLISIIMENT, No. 34-A.

so hopeless a case, the claims put forth in

which derive all their weight from the gross carelessness shown by the officers of
Government concerned. Mr. Norfor neither placed his young Assistant under the orders
of the experienced Range Officer on the spot, nor took the slightest trouble to fill his
place, as was his duty; and Mr. Garrett does mot appear to have shown that
intelligent interest in his work which is the least that the Government have a right to
expect. Any such negligence in future will be attended with muost serious results to

Ar. Garrett’s prospects in the department.
9. The claims now reported on will be compromised at once.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, R.IE.,
Secretary to Government,

To the District Engineer, South Arcot.

Exd. 8. T. Austin.

Spare Copies

cannot approve of any attempt to defend
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