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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
21s¢ December 1873.

Yo. 360.  Read the following letter from Colonel W. A. CROMMELIN, R.E,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department,
(Military Works,) to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E., Becretary to
the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Fort William,
95th November 1875, No. 1,953 M. W.:— )

1 ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2,365, dated 16th
August 1875, submitting plans and estimates (amounting to Rupees 2,35,050) for the
conversion of the Public Works Stores and Workshops at Madras into a Military
1lospital, and in reply to communicate the following remarks.

9. Tt is observed that the plan provides for seventy-eight sick men besides a
separate ward for noisy patients. For all the wants of the European Troops at Madras this
acems ample, and it is not considered that any real advantage would be gained on
providing more wards. The total cost of the alterations is estimated at 2,35,050, but
1o this sum must be added the further sum of 1,28,350 which appcars to be the cost of
new Workshops lately authorized by the Madras Government, 8o that the total cost of
providing for these ninety-four patienté must Le calculated at 2,35,050 + 1,28,350
— 3,63,400, a sum which gives the very high rate per patient of 3,866 Rupees.

‘3. The arrangements are severally on an excessive scale, but in the absence of
_ definite information on the subject it is difficult to understand how far they are

necessitated by the ’construction of the Workshops which it is proposed to convert

into the Hospital. *

4. The following instances of excess may be noted :—

1st.—In the hospital for men an area of 158 superficial feet per patient is
allowed, whereas in Public Works Department Circular, No. 19 of 5th
March 1866, conclusion No. XTIV, it is laid down that the proper allow-
ance should be 120 superficial feet per patient.

ond—In the main female ward the space per patient is only 124 superficial
feet, but in two of the small wards the space is no less than 260 super-
ficial feet per patient.

3rd.—The dispensary or surgery is provided for in a room 351" x 24, whereas
in the specimen plans for 110 patients the room for this purpose is only
195 x 17-5; moreover, in addition to the dispensary there is an
operating room 94 x 24 which is not provided at all in the specimen plan.

4th.—The observation ward is 39 x 24, whereas in specimen plan above alluded
to the ward is only 19-5x17°5.

5¢h.—The store-room accommodation is as follows :—
8. ZEXT.

Purveyor's Stores ... ove .o e vee 24%x24 — 576
Liquor .o e .en oo 1 ese 11 X 24 = 264 N

L Stores s oee e e 38x24 = 912
Small Storel s ave sen P ses one 11 82* = 26-‘

t—

. 2,016
whereas in the specimen plan there are only two stores each 33 x 11-5,
giving an area of 759 superficial feet.
¢{h.—The Serjeant’s quarters cover an internal area of 2:600 superficial feet;
whereas in specimen plan the area is 750 superficial feet only. The
. Medical Subordinates’ quarters appear also to be on an unnecessarily
extensive scale.
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Procee&?ngs of the Madras Government, Public 1Worlks Dc;n;rtmmt,
21st December 1875.

) 5. Itis probable that the over-liberal accommodation set apart for the above-
: mentioned purposes is owing to the fact that the old buildings afford such extensive
4 space, but it seems in this department that it would be better to provide for an addi-
- tional number of patients rather than give up so much room for auxiliary purposes.

6. The breadth of the wards, 26 feet, and the large number of doors are also in
excess of the standard allowance, and add to the difficulty of placing the beds properly.
These deviations from the specimen plan, as well a3 the others above alluded to, ure,
it is apprehended, necessitated in a great measure by the plan of the building as it
now stands, but it wculd seem that cach of the four main wards might be made to hold
twenty patients instead of seventeen, us intended, especially if the store-rooms at the
inner ends of the two on the lower storey were abolished, and they do not seem to be
required. Thus the four inner wards would provide accommodation for eighty paticants,

- and the centre ward above the entrance would then become available as an observation
ward, for which it is amply sufficient.
T 7. If the above arrangement were carried out it would be necessary to provide
’ otherwise only for noisy patients and prisoners. These might be retained in the plan
proposed in one of the wings; but if the wants of the stores, dispensary, &c., for
which these wings are taken up be reduced to reasonable proportions, and the operating

might be reduced altogether.

: ‘ 8. Itissuggested therefore that the ways be reduced by taking a portion off
= the ends nearest the main building, by which arrangement a freer movement of air
would be ensured.

9. It would also be an advantage to bring the day-room to that end of the wing
which is nearest the main wards.

10. The two corner towers with bath-rooms and latrines in the wing side might
also be dispensed with, as there seems ample provision for such purposes without them.

11. The space per bed in the female hospital is doubtless more than is needed,
Lut the excess seems to be caused by the dimensions of the foundry from which it is
to be adopted.

12. 'With reference to the foregoing remarks I am directed to return the docu-
C ments received with your letter, and to request that the whole question may be

reconsidered and that a further report may be submitted for the information of the
Government of India.

o No. 361. Ozrzr TaEREON, 218t December 1875, No. 3,579.

OrpErep that the following letter be
sent :—

(Here enter No. 3,580, dated 21st December 1875.)
. (True Extract.)

MILITARY WORKS, No. 8.
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(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.
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room which is not wanted at all be done away with, great part of each of these wings

Praric WoRrES DEPARTMENT,
Toxrt St. GEORGE, 21st December 1875.

No. 362
No. 3,580

Jrox _ ’ ~

Misor-GEsERAL G. W. WALKER, R.E,,
Secretury to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Departme‘nt,
IS ) . i
1o ‘ Tue SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA, -

Public Works Depariment.

Sir,—I am direeted to submit, for
the information and early orders of
the Government of India, the following

t of the conversion of the Public Works Stores and W'orks]zops

{ ' b
; g on the subjce _ : Wor
ren‘t:;ﬂ;qs into a Military Tlospital, which was referred for reconsideration in your
at Madras A spita’ ‘
i V., of 25th November.

letter No. 1,993 M—Y
9. The deviations from specimen plam; as regards the four large wards, were, as

d by the Government of India in paragr:ap.h 6 of tl?e letter I}nder repl;:,
tirely by the plan of the existing buﬂ«hflg. Their superficial and cub1.c
.1+ 3 are no doubt equal to the accommodation of eighty men, as suggested ; but it
capacitics € -t unneccssary, and most objectionable, to abolish the two small rooms at
“-Ou-ld o quzieof th’e %ardg on the lower storcy. These are rather ante and waiting
the 1mneh & store-rooms' and are required to shut out the lower wards from the noise
rooms, than sd drafts of’ the main thoroughfare of the building. The centre ward
( and Gt o trance will doubtless suffice fof an observation ward, but its position
- above the fm ¢ tho main wards would be objected to by Medical authorities, as would
betweenbt;‘- f. (fn of a separate small ward for two patients. These questions would hardly
be tll;atoolialve been considered from a medical point of view in the letter under reply.

app

“ 3. In deference to the suggestions of the Government of qulia, I am i'n.stru.cted
‘ ‘1iesce in the prof)osuls to reduce the store-room ﬂccommo.datxon by limiting it to
o et each 24 fect square; to curtail the size of the dispcnsary or surgery by
o st.Ol'GSt, {he same dimensions ; the scparale operating-room being dispensed with,
reduction ? able for medical purposcs. Lach room of the Serjeant’s quarters may also
{ | though de(iu-i )lonﬂth by five feet ; Lut it is not understood that the accommodation for-
h be rc-dulc:vll,ordin?ltes is rcally in excess of the sanctioned scale. The arrangements
?Ie(}(;f: fgn;ale Lospital, which have Leen planned with referen.ee to the. building that is
. lapted for it, are accepted by the Government of India. Xintire acquiescence
};cn;lg X iopbsals as, above rchearsed will, I am directed to state, result in a saving of
o (e ‘I>)7,0-30’out of the total original estimate, leaving Rupees 2,08,000 to be

e - ear is most vk
1 3o for GaTPVE 5ary work.
pro“ded for carrying out this most necessary

MILITARY WORKS, No. 9.
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B 4. That suin (or two lakhs in round numbers) may appear large, as remarked by
' th-e Gc;vernment‘of India, when added to the cost of new Workshops. But the Governy
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ment of Madras do not grudge the latter expenditure from their Provincial allotment ; ‘
as, in addition to its remedying a mistake in the original location of the Workshops,
which is productive of annual cost and inconvenience, the vacating of the rooms in the
General Iospital, now occupied by the Military, will place at their disposal space that

is absolutely required to complete the requirements of a General Hospital for Madras
and render it worthy of that designation. ’

5. DBesides deprecating on medical grounds the carrying out of all the economies
proposed by the Government of India, this Government must, I am directed to say
most strongly deprecate the modification of the design prepared by their Consulting’
Architect, as suggested in paragraph 10 of your letter under reply. The building in
its adapted state will be worthy of its place in a series of new structures, including
the Presidency College, the Civil Engineering College, the Revenue Board Offices anz ‘
the University Senate House, which now adorn the southern sea face of Madras’ and
are its chief architectural embellishments of modern date. The style of the’new
Military Hospital has been made to harmonize with that of the Revenue Board build-
ings, a most successful adaptation of a native structure to modern purposes ; perha
the most pleasing of Mr. Chisholm’s works in its gencral effect ; and to om,it fro ( P':
the flanking towers would altogether deprave its character, and render it up hm 1
its conspicuous position and architectural surroundings, worthy of

6. With these remarks the plans and estimat
oo 1ates are returned for final instruc-
; I'have the honor to be,
Sir,

Y our most 1
obedie .
nt sery ant,

| Major-General, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.

- No. //5:5’ % J[\ |

i : -~ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. NS P

All communrcations ‘7
should ve aduressed |
to the decretary.

v PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
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