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Pioceccings of the Madias Gorernment, Public Works Department,
8th February 1875

No 187 Read the following letter from Ireutenant-Colonel J II M SIHAW.
STEWART, R E, Consuling Engweer for Railways, to Colonel G W.
WALKER, R E, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,’
dated Madras, 4th January 1575, No 2 — ‘

I Have the honor to submut, for the mnformation of Government, a report by
the Deputy Consulting Fngineer upon
an 1nspection made by him of the South-
West Line of the Madras Railway

9  The attention of the Railway Authorities has been drawn to those por-
tions of the report which require notice

Dated 23rd December 1874

Note on the South-West Line and Bangalore and Negherry Branches, Mad)as Railway
snspected 1n Decomber 1874

1 rave the honor to report having inspected the South-West Line and the Bangalore and »
Neilgherry Bran-hes of the Madras Rulway during the current month ‘ﬂh:"

92 The roalway generally between Malras and B-ypore 13 in excellent condition, and ’
working parties are employed, wherever neccssary, throughout the line in ballasting, hfting,
packing, etc

3  Detween Walliar and Conjecoda the line has been lately ballagtel, and 2 number of
decayed wooden sleepers are being replaced by pots (iron)

Train ballasting 18 10 progress between Conjecode and Palghaut, and renewals of slecpers are
being made with 1ron pots 0

The wooden sleepers which are being removed are greatly decayed, most of them breaking to
preces during removal .

v 4 Detween Tiroor and Tanoor new jungle-wood sleepers are being subctituted, where necese
gary, for the old  The old jungle-wood sleepers are bemng removel, 1n most 1nstances, precemesl
they are so completely rotten ’

5 Seven thousand five hundred creosoted pine sleepers have arrived from FEngland ag
Beypore, and another cargo 18 expected shortly  Three miles of the line next Beypore are being
renewed with these sleepers -

6 .The fencing throughout between Madras and Beypore appears to be efficient

Between Malras and Arconum aloes have been lately planted to supplement the corkapully
and prickly-pear hedgzes, where they have not proved sufficiently good fences

7 Tue lines of tlegraph, both Government and Railway, appear to be well mamtained and

-

in good working order

8 The upper storey which has lately been added to the Erode etation, for the convenience
of passengers obliged to remain for the might at Lrode, 1s almost comploted The rooms appear
lizht, pleasant, and woll ventilated  The only addition or improvement I can suggest 18 to have
a slarting barl of 120r 15 inhes in depth put on the sides of the stancase, and aleng the foot
of the raihinzs at the head of the stairs  7hts addition 1s necessary to make the slaircase
pleasant for LaDI+s going up or down

9 The new third-class waiting-room at Lrode 1s almost completed The roof 13 on and the
inerde 18 being plastered  The inner purface of the verandah roof at the Lrode station has been
Lined wih planking, which makes the plitform considerably cooler

10 The arranzements Hrr keeping the latrines of the Walliar and Conjecode Stations clean
do nob appear to be very satisfactory There are no resideut sweepers at either of these two sta-
tions A sweep ris supposed to go down daily to Walliar and Conjecode by the 9-45 A ¥ tram
from Pcthanore, and tofu\tum to the latter station by the 7-15 ax tram from Deypore, but
tlng 18 searccdy a satifactory arrangement for the passgngers b 93 g *
f,0m Porhaucra to Beypore ’y ‘ 11O PESENZ ythe 823 ax, or mal tram
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ublic Nurls Department,

11 Onnp .
J arrival at the Walliar §
4 X tram from Pothanore, I found tl.h: l:"on on the morning of the Sth instant by the 9 4

825 .
25 AX tran frog Pothanore 1mmeg Tines 1n & dirty, neglecte] atate Passengers by the
'nconvenlenced, as the St ge tately preceding that by which [ travellel must hare been
ation Master told me the 1a*rines halnot Leen attended to since

ne»
At Conjecode | found the latriq atments they could not have been cleaned

ngs of the Jud)qs Gorc;';mml: r

e

® DOt 10 a3 satisfactory a state as they shou!d have beed

e sanig ! pounte] this out to the Railway Apothecary 84
4 T 7 Arrangements at the stations from Puthanore 89
® 8tations on the §

15 1 travelleg € South-West I, ina o

from Poth Te, a3 & rule, kept neat and clean

have left the former statioq " ;.“405"0 to Beypore on the Sth instant by the train which should
;18 the cause of delay, I way told b Le Ivdidno however start untid 104 % On my inquire
his did not, ani doey Rot, appear t’othe Station Master that the train wae ** waiting for grease "
time of lhrt:. A tatisfactory explanation fir detarning o tran 18

bk' consxdenb]
mprovement on the Madras Ra:lway inthe

greased
“d and mignal ani roof lamps properly trimmed and

e of this w},
t When retarning froq Pothaw
ran which leaves the former .

saloon Carraze wag found

b bhay latly eome
ore to Bangalore o
station at 3.50 ' x

¢ Yery much |,
0 should by, been ate

under my observation was as follows —°
0 Satarday last, the 19th instant, by the mal
» ono of the axles of a new first class double
o 1 on arrival at Somancor Accoriing to yale,
, Unted at Somanocor and the passen cers transferred
|, and ag q)) the ogho ¢ 1o be wrong with the axle except being insuffi-
'" €arriazes were full, I requested the driver of the
Pasl with ail, and to take on the carriage, 1f possibles
Iammed the axle with tho driver at each of the 98
10sufficiently ¢,]09 ‘hef:\mi that the axle cosled down as we proceeded:
® Was nothing wrong further than ste having been

19 Wun
rezard to
8%d order, tho £ €ATIZe roof
» the followipn» . 201 aigny) lamps \ ' d o
travelled from Be;ls i1 1nstance 1 Pom: — P not buing suffi.icnt’y cleaned 80

arpett on the G instant by the 10-1% a x, or mail trai®

0 red a1 Shortly after leawing rode I
Sude lamps attached to the tuspection carnage, only

Ar red lamp way aleo burning very dunly

the one in whchy Ltravelle), a small hand-lanter®
cure and slovenly manner alongmiie the regulaf
drops of rain, would have at once extinguished thid

To 1ndicate th
w
hx:homda top, was t;e4 with
8¢ red rear 13
P. apuf
ol Pul of wing, o
l:)ttle Substitute for the prope: . l.‘ml
o sizna
1ving at nnkerr;tlroogal questio
n

S
» 33 he 14 the official 8upposed to be resp

He tolg
o me that the ¢
mdwateey‘;:ore with the train, anl :l?t:,d:. "
lay o train fo”owmg." but had been :;h‘l
b ¢-mentioned wyy therefore ¢ o
e attached on to o

At & train wag ¢ fullowmg"

llnng 0 an 1nse

.

ed the chief guard about the signale for the
onsible for their correctness, and for being 10
the ene rear, lamps wero trimmed at, anl ocut
applied at krode for a second vear lawp 10
at there wero * none there *  The hittla hand-
duty for the regular rear red lawp which sbould
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P T

-~ o =

Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public WWorks Department,
8th Icbruary 1875.

The lamps flickered dimly until the train arrived at Salem, when they were thoroughly

21
They were then properly cleaned, and of

examined and found to be choked at the tup with soot

course burned satisfactorily afterwards
92  The rules regarding night aignals for an ordinary mail train such as I travelled by are

s8 follow — .
¢¢ Every ordinary tramm running on the line between sun-set and sun-rise, or in a doubtful

ude Lights

light, must carry a red tasl Light and two red s
* [ ] - ] )

«Whenever an ordinary train 18 to be followed by a special train, or whenever aspecial train
or engine1s followed by one or mors spectal trams or engines, a red board by day and an additional
red tal Light by raght 1s to be fixed at the back of the ordinary tram, ete, etc ™

23  There appears to be no reason why the Station and Assistant Station Masters at Potha-
pore and the Station Master at Erode should not conform to the rule of wearing uniform when on
duty at the arrival and departure of passenger trains Yet I have never seen them 1n uniform of
any kind, and I have on several occasions been obliged to point out the Station Masters 1n question

to passengers who wished to speak to them .
91 1 have frequently brought to the notice of Government the inconvenience which ariges

from the officials not weariig a uniform or distinguighing badge of some kind
The Government have frequentlv communicated their views and wishes on this subject to the

Madras Railway Company, and the Madras Railway Company have as frequently expressed their
willingness to meet the wishes of Government in the matter 1t appears strange, therefore, that
at §wo such 1mportant stations as Pothanore and Erode, the Station and Assistant Station Masters

should always appear 1 plain clothes when on duty
95 The building of the water-pandal at Jollarpett Station was recommenced on the 7th

instant and 18 now almost fimshed
96 At Vanembady the * Gwynn’s" pumping engine which was upset and buried in the

bed of the Vaniembady river, during the late floods, has been dug out, cleaned, and 13now at work,

the foundations for the new Vaniembady bridge clear of water,

ed completely round the break 1n the Gooriattum bridge,
ermanent repair of the biidge .
riattum, temporary bridges have all stood, and are all

keeping
97 A ring-bund has been construct

and arrangements are being made for the p
The Vaniembady, Mailputty, and Goo
standing well
28 Materials are beicg collected att
einling 18 1n progress along the down stream side of the bridge
99 On several occasions lately I have travelled by trains 1n which parties of European
proceeding either to or from Wellington, Bangalore, Trichinopoly, or Beypore I
f drinking water far them at any of the

he Poiney bridze far the pratective works, and well

Soldicrs were
poticed that there was mever a sufficient provision o

stations
The wat
might easily
ply of drinking water might ea
30 DBangalore Branch

be remedied by sending 3 telegram to stations along the route, when a sufficient sup-
sly be provided before the arrival of the train.
—The roadway of the Bangalore Lranch 18 1n excellent order on

the whole
It sufcred severely during the late very wet scason

Between Bangalore and Malloor the roadway 13 rather rough in places still
The temporary bridge over the Cadgoody break has stood and 18 standing well

The etations and latrines are kept clean and neat

31

52 The f.ncing appears efficient and 1n good order throughout

33 The telegraph appears to be 1n good workiug order, and to he well cared for

31 Nalgherry Lranch —The Neilgherry Branch roadway 18 in excellent order throughout

35 Tho aleo fencing generally 18 much 1mproved, probably on account of the unusually wet
scason we have just had .

or 1n the ordinary station filters was all they had to draw upon. This state of thmgu.
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In some Places, where watep lies on the surface of the lanl, the aloe finee hasnot th
well  Stone walls with reuzh Sco

vegetable fence
36 The telegra 8 good working order, and to Lo well mamtame: o s
w
37T lhe v room at Coimbators Statian hae been enlarged to
ginal size, and now firms a room 1 conventent place £ir uative passcngers

Janking
Coimbatore Station veraudih bas been shected with pian
Sequently much coolep

¢
A waibing-room for § g1 Srais greatly wanted at Counbatore  There ;,::o
Present no place of the lind ains through aro frequently late, and ladies "
occasionally to suffer a gool deal of inconvenience from thero being no place to sit down and :e 18
Anple accommodation ;9 provided for third-class passengers, but as I have alrealy eard the
bone whatever for 8econd and £rst ¢laeg passengers

40 At I\'aramaiy, the

41 A .‘.Iaztapolhcm, s
42 The Mettapolliem §
for the traffe Passing through

It only accommodates two wWAgons at a time
face of the building 7T}

1818 oming, [ 1magine, to
Jeching quite far enough

¢
The Station Master also complains that rain beats 1n at two of the goods shed doors, andn‘:‘;
the water thug finding 1ts way 1n bag Do means of getting out azam A shight alteration in !
slope of the floor would be sufficient to remedy tlus
43 The Mettapolliem Statiog veran lah roof has been
making the Passenger platform cousiderably cooler
44 I obuerved that the Station Maater at
does not weyar the uniform coat , h
Conjecture who he may possibly be
lhmu.nu:.
23:d December 1874

t the
th copiugs have been buile 1n such places to supplewen

Ph appears to be

class passeng
lhe mail or

oh
» cnoub
tation Master states that the present goods shed 1s not large

t.nry ONG
n
Rain has soaked into one corner and ; Oo:pro’
the eaves of the corrugated iron roof n

s
sheeted inside with planking, thu

and
Mettapolliem wears the uniform helmet 0“‘:‘-‘0 o
wever this 13 better than nothing, and enables many peop

ROSS THHOVPSON, Captam, RE.,
(Slgncd) O[fy .Dy Ounsg.l-ngr jo’ j‘adwayl

OrpEr THERION, 8th Febry iry 1875, No 3149
RAILWAY, No 08

No 188

>

Tue Consalting Engineer submit®
with theabove lctter a 1eport by C“P"‘l":'l
Ross Thompson on the result of J:)f
n&pectien of the South-West Line and the Bangalore and Neipherry Brnucl)n:; o
the Madras Rulway 1l Excellency the Governor 1 Council will proce
notice such points as eall for special remark, o e

2 Parayraph 2 116 Deputy Consulting Enguneer bears tostunony o
excellent condition of the roadway generally between Madras and Bey pon., |

to the eincient state of the fences® an
* Paragraph G lines of tclegrapht along that portion

bobe 7 of the hue |
—Attention 13 speatally invitad to the subject of t iz
tments noticed i paragraphs 15 to 22 1n re speet to the greasing

le 8127 mps
and to the provision of the prescuibed number of suitable signul lamps,
Properly trimmed, for tiains

o
4 Paragraphs 23, 24 and 44 —Looking to the frequency with “h“:l; :}:o
subject of the weaning of unaform by the station staff on duty has been brough

. 1 N any
e recognitiun of 1ty lmportance by the offceis of the Company,

3 Paragrapks 15 to 92
defective arrange
of carnages,

notice, and to th

L
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N

U

r

L o

)
Ry

tment,
of the Aadras Government, Public TPorks Depart
Proceuding? 8th February 1875.

t disregard of
i ling to behieve tha
n Council is unwill lad to
s Exce“enc{ t;etg::::: 0:r:d Erode Stations is h;glltuals ;nd will be g
t 0 apager.
e mlz‘"aissuiance on ths pot fmmdﬂzi ég:?:n?on is belcng paid to the means
receive ted that a .
—28 —It1sno nd to the com

o Par‘:gt,iap"\;ai?embady, Gooriattum, and Mailputty rivers, a

of crossing at the

f the Poiney bridge. . for
pletion of fhe pl‘Ufecélg‘e “"’I(‘)lzgss(:lbject of a sufficient supply of drinking water
6 IParagraph 29 —

f the officials of the
travelling by train 15 specially remitted to the notice o
troops trave

d Nelgherry
Company. hs 30—36 —The roadway on the Bangalore an
7. Paragrapias oU—-

satisfactory condition. (True Extract.)

i
. W. WALKER, R.E, Colonel,
(Signed) G+ W :S'acr otary to Government,

%

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways

- ’

Exd. S.T. Austin.
Spare Copies
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CoNSULTING ENGISEER'S OFFICE.
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L J. 1M SIIAW STEWART, RE, \
i

Consulting En gquneer for Radways, ‘
l
|

|
i

Railway Dep:\rtmcnt.

Liect.-CoLoN

To |
C(;LO\EL G.W. WALKER, B E, \ ),
) Secretary to Governmenty |
Public Works Depar tments R
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