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. Proceedings of the Madras Government,» Public Works Department,
6th February 1875. )

Read the following papers —

No 174 P’raceedings of the Board of Revenue, No 2,782, dated 28th Septem-
ber 1874, recorded 1n Public Works G. O, No. 2,911-A, dated
" 12th October 1874. 0 g

2 Fe
-«

¥

No 175 From Major J. N HUNTER, R E, District Engineer, Salem, to
Colonel G W WALKER, R E, Secretary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Camp at- Sunkerrydroog, 29th October 1874, No 143

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of G O, No 2,911-A, dated 12th
: October 1874, directing me to report on the remarks of the Collector, Mr. Price, 1n
hus letter to the Board of Revenue, dated Madagiri, 4th June 1874
' 9. Mr Price begins by 1nstituting a comparison between the expenditure 1n
1873-74 and that i 1872 73, by which 1t appears that the expenditure 1in this
'year 18 higher 1n buildings but lower 1n 1rrigation repairs
He should have added that, owing to the damage done to all the irrigation
works 1n the district by the cyclone of May 1872, a great deal of money was
! spent on irrigation repairs 1 that year which would not have been allowed in
any other, as money was spent without estimate and without sanction in order
ﬁ to save the revenue
| 3 Inparagraph 3 Mr Price states that the expenditure on Irrigation New
. Works was Rupees 2,095 and the allotment Rupees 11,713, but this latter sum
includes the sum of Rupees 10,293 for the Valayamadavy and Chinna Kistnapuram
With these exceptions then the whole of the allotment for New Works Irri-
gation has been spent, and more would
' * No 176, dated 25th February 1874 have been utilized but for an order® of
the Chief Engineer for Irrigation stopping all further expenditure on Minor New
§ Works as the allutment for the year was exhausted.

tanks

4 Itremains only then for me to show -why the grants for these works
were surrendered.

T ’ In the early part of the year the Chief Engineer for Irrigation visited the
| "district and, on going 1nto the cstimates for these two tanks, which were made
N long ago, desired that the ‘estipates should be revised and that no expenditure

i 'should take place upon them till the 1:év1sed estimates were sanctioned.
1 } 5 I musthere, agam; potice that the Salen. Range had been almost wrecked
by the cyclone of 1872, that work' had beey done 1n the previous year withou
‘estimate of sanction, that there were Bl a :::mber of estumates sanctioned for
! Repairs Irnigation, all ‘of yvlnch,' as well as the 1 of last year, required 1nspection
/ by the Range Officer for compvletx‘bn:certlﬁcat\ T that the range 18 an unusually
d had latberto beexn in charge of tWo officers, Mr Lawford and M.

large one, an

Ilawkswerth. o ?
) { In the year upder review there was only one officer, Mr. Turner, and 1 think

1t would have been only faur 1f Mr Price, when commenting 8o hardly on the

/ work in the range, had said that Mr Turncr was constantly sick, and had twice
"to”go away on sick leave Under these circumstances, with a range under-

.officered, a sick yhan 1n cbarge, and alarge legacy of unchecked works from 1872,

1 was not sorry t0 defer these works till they could be taken up properly, The
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Procecdings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
* 6th February 1875

a part of 1t fell during heavy rain, owing to the roof not being finished It was

made good within the estimate and 1s now completed
12 The next item 1s the Salem graveyaid

month, and that the last in the year available for this work.,

13 In reviewing the work ou the chuttrums, Mr Price scems to admit that

1t is good.

14 In paragraph 7 Mr. Price goes into the matter of Talugq Cutcherries.
All the estimates have had to be revised with reference to the new standard plan
That for Omalore has been sent, that for Darampoory 18

providing verandahs
now under examination in tlus office , that for Kistnagher1 1s expected daily.

15. I now trust that Government will sce that there 18 no reason for Mr
It 1s just arepetition of his report on the roads  The whole of
his remarks are directed at the Salem Range, where 1t is certain that, owing to
the 1ll-health of the Range officer, 1nspections have not been so frequent as they
should have been, but throughout the district the work has been good, and the
I think that Government will see that Mr,

Price 1s determined to ¢ extenuate nothing,” while huis feeling tow ards this Depart-

Price’s strictures

allotments have been fully utilized

e gathered from his former correspondence.

——————

ment may b

No 176. From the same Officer, dated 10th November 1874, No 150

No 177. OrpEr THERCON, 6th Februiry 1875, No 312

‘ ESTABLISIIMENT, No 13

This is only a revival, as the
matter has been already explained 1n letter No 96, dated 12th Augnst 1874, Funds
_were to be provided later 1n the year, though the estimate was sanctioned earher.
Funds were put at my disposal 1n Memorandum No 126, dated 20th February
1874, which reached me at Tripatore on the 23rd, so that there was only one

Tue subject first discussed in these
papers1s the outlay on Inigation Works ;
Rupees 2,095 only out of Rupees11,713

have been spent on New Works, and Rupees 30,952, out of Rupees 31,000, on

‘Repairs.
entirely owing
. Kistnapuram tauks,
sion of the estimates;*Ww

-

It 1s shown on both sides that the short expenditure on New Works 1s
to the stoppage of tho works of the Valayamadavy and Chinna
by order of the Chuef Engineer for Irngation, pending revi-
hich revision the District Engincer states to have been

unavoidably delayed by the sic(knesfs orf the Salem Range Officer and the want of

the full complement®of oficers for the district

s Excellency in Council

accepts the Dlstnct”Engmeef’s cxplanation as on the whole satisfactory The

Government must observe that w

hile 1t 1§ the duty of a Collector to afford (as Mr.

Price has done) full information as to the progress and condition of public worksin

his district,
judicr
1 par
Department.

and to bring to notice any circumstances which he may consider pre-
al 1n this respect to the public interest, he 1s not entitled to pass censure (as
acraph 3 of his letter) upon the conduct of officers of the Public Works

0 The Irrigation Repair allotment was worked up to, but that allotment

.

«as Rupees 22,
Rupces §S,CQO, 1n accor
“ 8 -

E}
a

s -
LY
] -

L
.

000 b low the ordinary annual allotment for the district, which 18
dance with the final adjustment made by the Chief Engineer
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