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Proceedings of the Madras Qovernment, Public Works Depaitmnent,
’ 22nd November 18%5

L 4

No 508 tead the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J F T’ ISCHIER, RE,
D.strict Engineer, Madura, to Major-General G W WALKER, RE y Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Camp at Dindigul, 8th October
1875, No 2,811 — .

|
|

I HavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of G O of the 30th September 1875,

No 2,823, and regret very much to find |

1 Mr Gill'sletter,No 119 A dated 3rd Tuly the Government are not satisfied wit ==
12 l'

TR AWl 1

1875 reports I have made regarding the Con- ;
g '.};e;lcﬂ (t)neasurefnenf(:i tractor who has instituted a swit against |
u verseers orde

» Cgpyqof omiphmtr T thelate Range Officer, Dindigul Range, but, }

' 5 Summons I beg to premise, that officer left the ]
g lelng matter on my hands 1n so 1ncomplete ard.
1 8 Demi-official lotter unsatisfactory a manner, though he had had
{9 Mr Hawksworth’s docket, No 138, dated ample time and opportunity to take all

¢ 3lst May 1875
10 An.wery necessary steps for defending the suit,

never even wmtimating to me till he had
left the district that such a proceeding was bemng adopted, I at once sent up the case -
to the Government for orders and instructions.

2  Onreceipt of G O of the 23rd June 1875, No 1,768, I went dehiberately
over a great portion of the road with the Contractor, who distinctly pointed out the
remains of several heaps of gravel and stone for which he claimed payment so far back
23 1872-73, on contract with Overseer Mr Jackson, who left the district in November
1873  Iinquired then of Overseer Soonder Rao, who had relieved Mr J ackson, he
stated that the materials had been collected and he had ordered the stone to be broken,
which the Contractor was doing, when he himself was suddenly transferred to another
part of the range I also mnquired of Mr Overseer Gill, who succeeded Soonder Rao,
who admits the matenals were used by a maistry, Ramasawmy Naik, employed on the
road mn the belef they were the property of the Government, that he and Mr
Hawksworth saw the remains of several of the heaps, but the Range Officer refused to
pay anything at all as he fancied there was some collusion between the maistry and

"the contractor, and did nothing further in the matter whatever until the man put him {
to Court, when he detaned all the papers connected with the case until he was ?
leaving the distnict ’

3  There 13 absolutely nothing further to be ascertained from the Range Office
records, the only document I have 1s that referred to in paragraph 2 of G O of 23rd
June 1875, No 1,768, and having made all the inquirzes I could as required by this
order into the man's claims, I suggested Mr Hawksworth should be directed to return
to this district to defend this suit, as the man distinctly showed the remams at least of
the materials for which he claimed payment, and I had no means of rebutting his
allegations, the Overseers of the district remaiming 1n 1t admitting all the materal
pomnts at 1ssue, and I knew Mr Hawksworth never made any proper inspections or
check measurements at all even for the most mportant works of his range

4 I didnot see how I could compromise the matter at all as I had no funds,
and reported this in my first letter, .n G O of the 23rd July 1875, No 2,095, on
receipt of these further orders, I asked Lieutenant Boddy, RE, to dispose of the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
22nd November 1875.

matter, and he 19 as satisfied as I am that matenials must have been collected, but that
the man 18 now willing to take Rupees 425, the amount of hus original bull, as shown
. in the document® herewith returned, fore-
* “ Marked 7 gong interests, &c, &c

5 In conclusion I beg to return the papers connected with the case, having done

my best as well as I could judge for the nterests of all parties ; having had occasion
to report Mr Hawksworth repeatedly to the Government for his neglect and derelic-
tion of duty, I could not but feel I had a most mvidious duty to perform to report
agamst him agamn m this matter The Government only called on me to make
inquiries and a further report as to the man’s claims, and this I did, not considering
I was called upon to detail in full how I had arnved at my conclusions, but proposing
Mr Hawksworth should be directed to return and defend his own case I have been
using my best endeavours to see that the works are being carried out 1n some satisfactory
manner, and proper records mamtamed for the outlay Mr Hawksworth did his best to
create as much confusion and trouble as he could, and I had to visit hus range almost
monthly to ensure any progress whatever being made, and 1t 18 therefore a matter of
deep regret to me that my endeavours have not satisfied the Government, but I trust
the report now submitted will explan that I had done all that could be done under
the circumstances, and only erred in not sending up the details on which I had based
my conclusions , but from several orders of Government we have been directed not to
trouble them with such origmnal documents I have only to add that the case has
been again postponed for a couple of months from the 30th September 1875, and
considering the length of time the Contractor has already been kept out of payment for
materials which he must have collected and paid for himself, and the interest on this
outlay he has been losing all this time, I beg to solicit the Government will be pleased
to sanction payment being made to him at once from Repairs, Communications, Local.

No 509 ORDER THEREOYN, 22nd November 1875, No 3,341

TrEerE has been great negligence on
the part of the Range Officer throughout
this case, and also on the part of the
District Engineer, if 1t be true, as alleged m paragraph 6 of the plaint, that the
plamtiff petitioned the District Engineer on the subject and was referred by him on
the 27th February to a civil action, without apparently any effort having been made
by Colonel Fischer to get at the facts of the case He has made no allusion 1n any of
his letters to this allegation of the plaint, but neither has he, from first to last, made
any attempt to lay before Government a connected statement of the case He has
done Little else but send up imperfect documents without attempting to account for or
explain theirr imperfections Mr Hawksworth no doubt has behaved with culpable
neghgence throughout, as already stated , but the District Engineer does not appear
to have taken any steps whatever to remedy the effects of such negligence

2  After the lamentable delays that have occurred in this case, and 1n view of the
runi hment already wmposed on Mr Hawksworth for lus neglect and disregard of

ESTABLISHMENT, No 52
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t Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Departiment,

if: 92nd Notember 1875

orders, the Governor 1n Council resolves to nstruct the District Lngineer to carry 1mto

| effect the compromise which 1t 13 stated will be accepted by the plaintiff
(True Extract )

Ma;or-Genera], RE,

Secretary to Government

N e "’"'-———W

o g, P

To the District Engneer, Madura
Controller of Pubhe Works Accounts
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