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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
16¢th November 1875.

o 375 Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J H M SHAW-
STEWART, RE, Consulting Engueer for Railways, to Major-General
G W. WALKER, RE, Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 10th November 1875, No €09 —

I nave the honor to report, for the information of Government, that I have
returned from inspecting the Southern Extension of the South Indian Radlway The
i)rogress made 1n completing the construction of the line between Madura and Tuticorin
cohitinues to be as satisfactory as when last reported on by Major Smith
2 .2 At the time of my mspection there were only three bridges unfimshed the

ridge over the Vypar at Satoor, conusting of twelve 70-feet openings , the Gunnecherry
ridge, consisting of five 70-feet openings, and an mtermediate bndge over a small

=
;‘twam, consisting of five 50-feet opemings I have subsequently learnt that the last
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air of girders has been successfully placed 1 position at the Satoor bridge, and,
although the work at the Gunuecherry bridge was seriously 1mpeded by a heavy fresh
in the river, I have every reason to expect that the whole of the girders are now 1in
position The completion of the latter bridge will allow the girders for the five 50-
feet openings to be brought up, and I confidently expect that an engme will be able
to run through from Madura to Tuticorn by the 15th mstant, the date named by
Major Smith o

(]

{ 3 All other necessary work along the line 1s making fair progress  The ballast-
ing of some parts has been unavoidably delayed until the completion of the bridges,
but there will soon be five ballast trains at work, and the line will probably be ready
:ior the passage of trains by the end of this month ~ All the watering arrangements will
probably be in worlung order by that time

4 The Tinnevelly branch 1s still in need of additional ballast in several*places,
but with this exception 1t 15 now ready for the passage of trains The bridge over
the Sittar, consisting of ten 70-feet openings, was finished upon the 1st mnstant.
é 5 The station bwldings are well advanced, but 1t 13 more than doubtful whether
‘all the goods sheds will be ready by the end of this month  The passenger sheds will
:all be finished -
il 6 The necessity for additional waterway has been proved by some recent heavy
)ﬂoods, especially near the Mamachee and Tircomungalum stations Proposals with
respect to this will be made by the Chief Engimeer
Z 7 I have already addressed you demi-officially with regard to the proposed
temporary extension of the lne at Tuticorin between the Ralway station and the
Yetty, and I understand that Government have approved of the suggestion to dispense
:w1th the proposed extension
| 8 The erection of the telegraph wire upon permanent posts 13 now complete,
‘and the mile boards have been placed upon them as far south asSatoor ~The numbering
zof the telegraph posts 1s also 1 progress , but this work takes time, and 1t 18 to be
tegretted that 1t was not undertaken soomer The Chief Engineer has however
promised that additional men shall be employed upon this 1mportant duty, and that 1t
ishall be taken 1o hand at different points along the line
9 The want of traming among the watchmen contnues to be the week point
1pon the ine Owmg to the pressure of work 1n other directions, this want 18 to some
extent unavordable ; and T trust that the arrangements made by the Cluef Engineer

Iy
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will result in the line being guarded by an efficient body of watchmen when the tim
comes to open it for traffic ) 1
10 I have no doubt whatever that by the 10th December, the date named for
the journey of Ilis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales from Madura to Tuticorn
the Line between those places will be 1n a fit state for the Royal Special Tran to nu;
over 1t, and for passenger trains generally, 1f 1t should be determined to declare 1t
open to the public from that day This poirit will depend 1n great measure upon the ;
amount of rolling stock thenavailable I understand 1t to be the 1ntention of Gover
ment that His Royal Highness shall travel between Madura and Tuticorn durmg t;]l - )
day, and feel 1t my duty to urge that, 1f possible, the journey of His Royal m I:n .
between Trichinopoly and Madura should also be performed during dayhght gI o
not of opinion that any positive risk would be entailed by runmn: a tr:m betw e
Trichimopoly and Madura during the mght, but the newness of theolme 1ts unfenze:l1
cox;d;ltlon, thekuncertamty of the weather, and the comparative mexp:anence of tfle
watchmen
Ny m,l el(r;ad ::r :; ;fdzm)@ic;rﬁznce that His Royal Highness’ Journey should, if possible,
11. T trust that the progress which has been made upon the -unopened art of
the Southern Extension wu' be satiofy tery to Government, The work has lzI:tte 1O '
been performed at high prossure, and all engaged upon 1t have been sub ectedrty '
constant exposure and to much fitizuing crudgery  The officers emplo edJ upon 1:
hjive been Mr Whte, Deputy Chsf Enginccr, and Messrs Spalding Rlcey PartII)'ld
Nicholas, and Dredge, Assistant I gineers  The satisfactory resul: ’Wlncl’x Iam a{g)fe’ '

to report could have been secared uzlv b
¥ by great exertion a
part of those gentlemen nd untiring energy on trhe

-

No 376 . OrpER Tus rros, 16th November 1875, No 3,273 )

RAILWAY, No 45

Hrs Exceriexcy the Governor m '
Couneil 15 glad to observe that satisfactory

Togress
Southern Extension of the South Ing \an R%l{)vafr contimues to be n}ade on the

2. Proposals for remed irg the uicuficlent Waterway which has been allowed .

at certam places will be awaited No
time shl(;uld be lost 1n 1ncreasing the water-
way where n
3 The proposed temporary extensioq oi, the lm: c:ts;sa'll‘ztlcorin between the
Rallway station and the jetty may be
{ Tenor N ~d1spensed with
great importance that the te legraph posts should be numbered through- '

out with the least practicable delay, and

1618 satisfactory to learn that the Chief .
-he work bemng completed expeditiously
I men trained n anticipation of their services

being required has already been forcibly

‘ ) impressed on the Railway authorits d p
His Excellency the Governor is satisfied that Mr Logan has taken th); matt(:ar: ue; :lii ;
)

18 arranging that the system of instruction adopted shall be vigorously carried out. }
N\ - -

7N

e

Paragraph 6.

i’aragraph 7.

..

Paragraph 8

Engineer of the Company has arranged for
o  The necessity for having the watc

R
/'

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
16th November 1875.

TS
™~

6 It has already been decided 1n separate Proceedings that the use of the line
) by His Royal Highness the Prince of

Wales 18 not to be considered as throwing

1t open to public traffic.

} 7 Arrangements will be made, if possible, to meet the Consulting Engineer’s

i =" recommendation that the journey from Trichinopoly to Madura shall be performed by
daylight

8 His Excellency the Governor in Council notices with pleasure the laudable

exertions of the officers under the Chief

Engmeer; who have worked with great
energy under trying circumstances

(True Extract )

‘ Paragraph 10.
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Pa.raé'raph 11
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. Major-General, R E,
Secretary to Government

Y -y

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways
»  Political Department
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