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' No 2,502.

ProcezpIxGs oF THE Boarp oF Revexu, dated 7th September 1875.

Road the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 12th August
, 1875, No 1,682, Revenue Department ~—

3

AsstracT.~Communicatng to the Board of Revcnue, for information and
guidance, Government order, Public Works Department, on papers regarding the
compilation of Revenue Statements of Irngation Works

Ix paragraph 1 of the foregoing Government order 1t 18 remarked that the
Board hase not apprehended the objects for which revenue statements of irrigation
works have been ordered to be compiled, or the necessity of affording with
these such explanations und information as will enable them to be understood.

« 2. 'The particular statements here referred to are those which originated 1n
G. O, dated 28th September 1870, No 2,335, *They were first called for 1n conse-
quence of the difficulty which a Superintending Engineer experienced in connec-
tion with the preparation of estimates, and wore intended to show the total area and
revenue thercon due to irmgation, under the Godavery anicut. A statement of
irngit\ion revenue having been sent 1n, for the Godavery, and certain obscurities
G.0. dated 21st February 1872, No 487, (which were c.alled discrepancies, but

Putlic Works Department were not 8o, arising chiefly from things

Board’s Proceedings, dated 17th Jume 1872, not comparable being compared) having
Ko 1,018 . .

attracted attention, a discussion ensued

as to the principles on which the items of 1rngation revenue should be determined

‘ The principles spegested by the Board
G O, dated 25tk Joly 187 principies Epgg y

hic Works Department. X
to Collectors. This form came before

Government mn G O, 18th June 1873,
No 1,592, and instructions were then
given for the insertion of golumns to show a separate charge for water-ta:gtwhere
made, and for bracketing the columns where consolidated assessments existed.
. 3- The Board had already directed the insertion of a separate column for
separate charge under the head of Water-
tax where such was really made, and as
the Godavery and Kistoa were the only
districts among those to which the forms applied, in w@uch there were non-consoli-
! dated wet assessments, no further in-
Board's Procs , 23rd Jaly 1873, No 1,369 structions were issued It was assumed

: ’ that this fact was sufficiently notorious,
and that the column headed “ total” would answer all the purposes of the bracketed
columns. ) -

4. The Board did not clearly understand that what the Chief Engineer
wanted was the charges for land and water separately where they had been sepa-
rately determined. They did not’ anticipate, and until they had seen the recent
notes of the Chief Engineer, would not have imagined that he wanted to deduce
averages of water-tax .to area, with a view of ascertaining on the one hand the

Board's Procs , 11th Dec 1872, No 2,365

Board's Procs , 16th July 1873, No 1,305

f

()
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2, Mo L7066, Pub- ..o approved, and a form was 1$5ued
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that the Board have not exammned them
that they have .

13

L3 ]

extent of remissions granted . ith the settlemont reports But to say

suffiiency of the irrigation, and, on the other, the
., mfull detail, or are unable to explain obscurities 1n them 13 to say

They thought that what was wauted was, as ongnally appearcd, the wet revenue i

in the lump only. * 7 not in their office the village accounts from which the statcments are compiled. e

5 Itis further evident that for the purpose to which the Chief Engineer has . 9. The Bo ard offer the followinz rem wrks with reference to the Chuef Engr P N S

turned the statements, the bracketing of the columns would not have sufficed neer’s memoranda of the 9th April, 19th May, and 1st June 1875 — L fia:"xf? }
(».} With regard to the apparent increase 1n water-tax 1n the Kistna register BERA :»V,nlvf .

without separate specification of area, and had this been ordered, the Board mght
have gathered that something more than revenue in the lump was wanted. Thus,
both where consolhidated and non-consohdated assessments exist, the columns headed
Water-tax include water tax on land ordmanly dry, the area of which 18 lumped
with that of the ordinanly wet area in the previous column 3 and unless the areas
were there separated the averages would be, as those of the Chief Engineer are, i

' entirely fallacious. . ‘
!
1

for Fash 12831t has already been explamed that in the eatlier statements, the i
portion of the non-consohdated assossment which rcpresents water-tax was not ’ x
sepamtely given. And here the Board remark that even the terms of G O, 18th )
June 1873, Vo 1,592, are not very clear. The portion which represents charge for .
water 18 not @ ¢ geparate charge,” though 1t enters at a fixed rate mnto all the wet

and whero 1t has been determined 10 this way, the combined charge ’
ery respect 833 consohidated assessment 1t was first {

so far that & ryot was allowed the option of relinquizh-
o force 1n Fasli 1283,

1 sl W o “”‘M”" o

assessments ,
on the land 18 treated in €V

made a separate charge, 10

6. The gst of the matter therefore is, that the returns have been converted
he revised water-rate rules which came int

y different to that for which they were desmgned . Ongmnally 3

to a purpose entirel
intended to show wet revenue in the total, they have been adopted as the basis of 4 ing the water, by t
the capital and revenue accounts, and attempts have been made to use them } and there was full excuse for usapprehension of what was wanted }
for'the guidance of irrigation officers 1n the management of the worhs The ! . Ry
. . (b) With reference to paragraph 2 of the gecond memorandum, tne Board A
assessments in this Presidency are extremely complicated, and to exhbit them 1n .
. e . . observe that the order to review the i
such a way as to admit of deductions guch as the Chief Engincer has made from 5th Apnl 1875, No 897 . . 7t
. P ’ w -gtatements 10 detall was given after the L
the present statements, would require 2 form enormously complex. Government ]

: last of them Was submitted ; that full explanition as to the Chief Euginecr's H
lands assessed with consohdated wet rates, not liable, and liable to extra charge !
for water Government lands assessed dry, but char od with varying water-rate Vo 2,221 dificulties, with regard to the Godavery L Re

» S y - o T Fre X '
! ! g ying s Proceedings, dated 9tb August 1873, Do % ctatements, has been farmshed , that the »
Prg"gg‘}‘“&s- dated 20ch September 1874, Mo gtatements for the Madras Water Works B
- AO Project to which he objects did not pass ﬁ}
- - P

-

o supposed discrepancy flierein was shown to

rent, and wet and dry crop water-rates; paying no quit-rent,
4 ran fall were furnished .

Jund ; paying quit-
through the Board’s Ofhoe, and that t! 3
at the statements of irrigation an :
Engineers and did not pass through the Doard’s Office at all l
1

they did not rest on ,

but payng varying water-rates, and paying neither quit-rent nor water rates, and

IR P

for wet and dry crops; Inam lands paying quit-rent, but not water-rate of any §
z

. be non-existent; and th

by the Supeuntending
made to the Cauvery statement, 80 far as

cfmindari 1ands,” paying compounded water rates; paying acreable water-rates,

.

and appropriate to wet and dry crop, respectively ;

and paying ne water-rates ,*

would have to be distinguished, and under each of these classes, some twenty 1n ! ( e object
i , : \e objecti0n08

) ﬂumbef,“‘_’ould hﬂ"e_ fo be & e Sepal‘afel), for firat end second crop, t-he m:ea, mxaunderstandinu of what 1t meant, were merely that the chanunels weres not ,
. the assessment oF quit-rent, the rate and amount of water-tax where such is levied, Yi < ated m° a partlcular way, for which no desire had previously been H
- the remission, and the final charge The statement wounld extend to some 250 i ¢ 1scr1mu(xla ! . 3
columns  The Doard, of course, do not consider that the labor of making such esprossed. , 1
statements would be repaid by their practical utihity ; but merely want to show o1 In short the misconceptions, and the unsatis{ying cizaracter of the state- .

ments which have been furnished, are due 1n great part to the indefimiteness of the ;

absence of clear declaration of the purposes for /

instructions given, and to the
which the returns were wanted. The Board believed that the aggregate wet

revenue due to each great work was wanted, and that the prnciples on which p
guch wet revenue was to be computed were those approied G O, dated 25th "
July 1872, No 1,766 The Chaef Engineer wishes to makeé the statcments of use v

H

to officers regulatng the 1rr and therefore wants much detal , and his '

1gation,
remarks are per aded throughout by the 1dea that the charge for water only, or \ a6y ‘
18 the revenue due to 1

that the matter is not 80 simple as the Public Works officers imagine, and that it 3
is dangerous for those who do not understand the figures to reason from them %
3

el

~Aea

7. The many different kinds of charges, and the fact that there are different

rates of water-tax, explain the Board’s remark that the average water-rate deduced

from the statements submitted is determined by many other causes than sufficiency”

or insufficiency of irngation. If the nature and amount of remission granted 18 §
ut the amount and causes cannot be 3

required, then particulars can be given; b
bu :té:\ ;i

-« deduced from the statements, as the Chicf Engiveer attempted to do. The i b taken to Fe esont 1t
. essentials of the information which he gought to draw from them could have been g0 much of the assessment as can betd P {,’ e ions £ f
. S oured, if -sked for, in & much more convenient shape. - - Jrrigation. The complication of the watter, the absence of 10struc jons for amiform '
o P ! ! ) \ . . . procedure, and the mdefinte character of the requests made to them for informa- "
. 8. The statements which have been gubmitted thrqugh the Board’s Office 5 © " tiom, amply explain the apparently discrepant statements furnished by Collectors :
‘ - have been checked and gx\amined go far as is possible by means of those furmshed{ J  tothe Supermtendmg Engineers : h
- : ' ‘ ? . * . )
- * } - P - 1 4 @
- ) ) i : - - S i - ) } ! :.“'4-
7 20 - * - A \ ks - g’ 2 \
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. 11. The Board have again and again pointed out that the divisient of the’ . . .
RV P B g;ﬂrs procs. 7th April 1868 ‘I’% 0 589 consolidated wet rates into land-tax andi ] 14;.39 The Bf)ard, herewith, submit to Government a file of proceedings shows
: oarde Pr7un Apnl 173, No 2,580 wator-tax 18 ontarely impracucablp, an ing the information which, with much trouble, has been collected and communicated
x Do  8uh July 1873, No 1439 (}at the return from irrigation st be to the Controller of Public Works Accounts, for the purpose of the capital and
1 go 1~13t-h Aug 1873, Do 1,521 S les. Thei ) revenue accounts of irrigation. In many cases it will be impossible to com leto
) 0. 9th June 1875, No 1,698 computed on dafferent princrpies exr‘\i ¢ ne desired b G ¢ i bf the 1 f 4
i ) nmen 3
reasoning and conclusions have, on former occasions, been approved by Government! it as desired BY ov;r. ent, 111 consequence bf the 1058 € village accounts end
t oot y : and by Colonel Oakes when Chuef Engi-1 Jestruction of records; and 1t is very doubtful whether standard revenues’ can
“.1 « Dosrd's Procs , 11th Dec 1872 No 2,365 peer for lmgatxon,’ ind all’ that ha s,‘ be obtained without a free use of mero estimate’ The capital and revenue accounts
~ . ] e as regards the past must always be unsatisfactor and it seems 0 the Board of
' been d‘f“e in the matter of preparing stat(.aments of irrigauon revenuo ho® boen? lgreo,t:r importance to lay dowz precise rules for tg; preparation of accounts as 10
. done with reference to the 1nstructions 80 issued ; except tl\at:, for the purposes of « tho future O to decide once rorall, and apally, L e
g =" copital and revenue accounts which are to ghow the return or profit from% b ) ol ‘:b ; o t, i lev 1o principles o0 W {:h the return
E 1rrgation, columns have been added to give the ared and assessment of dry landsf 13 X o computed than 10 2 empt to give delusive precision to the accounts for
= ahesdy occupied but brought ander 1rrigation in each year (Board’s Proceedingss: - Epas )l‘t;ars.As Government bave ordered the appointm 4 of C. Kal dara
| Jearly not part O . intment of L. L8 yanasundar
\ No. 1,319, dated 30th July 1%73), as such assessmet}t 18 clearly ({ ) ] 5
! {he profit. 1t1s rightly shown in statements purporting to give revenu® from, Chetty 88 Special Deputy ('lollect?r for the compilation of the required stalements,
: e ed. ' < CON E'(.he Board of course hold his services ab the disposal of Government from 88y date
" L.‘ll\ds lrﬂgﬂ»t > b . b tt‘ It 1 d . . .« .
1 : { they may name; DU hey feel boun to say thatin their opinion the appoint-
: : t of & special officer is not Lkely to further the object in View and that the
M 3 the Board for c2 ital and Tev enuc were ‘men ) ’
b . 12. The prnciples £ lad down by the "O¥ f P 4. th i £ e , officer gelected, though undoubtedly possessing superior \ntelligence and ability, i8
3 briefly, that the whole consohdated assessment of wet land, the extra charge or ’ m,f&g;,.,,%ﬁ ) ! > E
3, ¥ ’ dor irrigati th nt wanting:io- thezaed .jntance with revenue records and with the details of the
3 water in the case of occupied dry land brought under irrigation, the assessment ) ! i ¥
4 . and extra cb for water in the case of dry land which was waste up to the rovenue system 1D Madras, which are especially requsite for the work. Local
' and extra charge b ’ t details 80 VarY, and local records are of such 1mportance in the matter, that the
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Time that irrigation was furnished,
_ andall water-rate for Inams and Zemiv
computing profit due to irmgation ,
wet revenu®
geducred 1T

The determinatiorl of a
period
Five years would, in the

accounts, the averege

simlarly ascertained..

deduction of an _average for guch 8
would get rid of fluctuations of season.

pe swificient for guch purpose.

~ “« » PR

13. The only pjeétxon

irrigation project the land assessment in

gation, {he extension of cultivation whic

of population and wealth is included.
this item to the projects

element, and not
of land which
be obviousiy
extension due

to credit

-

wrong-

- that the consideration may
peen adopted,

arbitrary; and -which,

F'e -

“ 4

and approved,
retorn than 2 division of consd
as assuMing
_ pever has been applieds, must be unsov

' ! . - - -

~

- k,‘ -

to

to increased population,
of conjectureé, and in which there
and re-settlements and salterations©

will give 8 much nearer ‘appr‘oxlmatmn to the true §
¢ . ossments, which must be entirely j
plied to purposes to which it
) 3. * + o §

>

daries, constitu
and

ascertamed
om 1he wet yevenue of each
« gtandard revenue” will be the’

construction of the work a8

the charge for gecond crop on
te revenue to be considered 10

for the preparation of capital and revenue

as above, prior to

before the

the case of dry waste brought under irr- i?“’o‘r; ?J;c cedings, dated 16vh July 1875
h would have taken place owing to increase’, oy

But this is 8 very
would, in

the Board’s method is that in crediting to the

vague and uncertain i
the case of vast tracts
ander the ploughs 3

the 1and, the Board are of opinion

inele- land,
single-crop 2% t work can undoubtedly be

Board request that it may be
work under them oF under the
responsibility is, in future, to attach.

16. In paragraph

3
%
& best done by

the construction
subsequent year

.

i
i
3
3
3

3
ey

r
revenue,accounts are to be

cpltivatior:iznd the revenue,
t‘ajx}k!:&@ “and in the case of large
4 A

e

Board’s opinion, prepared ; vz

L Rl o

ﬂafem'entS ﬁi\l be required,
stntet‘ge?;s i now compiled give,

yroh - -
$p remissions.

Y

*

!

Al s Jpaatet T

P

cari éasilysframe forms
particulars of irrigation by hift, &’y
}necessity of furnishing all

guch a8 surve)d and

3o Ve

jmposirg on the Collectors, whose establishments are already

et
www.ﬁ

- 3 .
1t does not secerrrof importance

\romissions for exccdgor deficiency of water.

A
of each year such as no¥

- L4 ‘
way in waich tho channeld are 2 bs
s o'y

#
PP

remissions, &
tanks for particular villages.

to show the gross and mnet revenu®
these particularz to the irmgation officers,

labor of drawing vp separate gettlement reports
z to irrigatioﬁj) cers

framing statements grﬁﬁ’g ‘i‘nformation, and 1)
{or, the first tme asked: for, \
clasufiad dnder eaeh work shall be finall

the local officers and ‘establishments. Thel:.
distinctly declared whether the special officer is to
Chief Engineer for

Irngation, and to whom the'
H

6 of the Government order, Government state the require-
ments of the {rrigation officers for the management of the works for which (;apxtal‘ahd

—for a series of years, the area of
¥
uader particular canals, channelsys

"The Board observe;

that the‘channel statements give the area
charged, not that cultivated ; and to show
tho revenue end rem1ssions, sep;raté

since, spparently, 0

gross revenue is meant, and since the
¥ e

a3 the Board have explained, no mforma}x’on as

remissi If by revenue is meant collections, it cannot be givenyds the
E&‘caunts dénot distinguish between collections on wet and dry land. The oard
t

demand giving
classifying the remissions ; but the
and of
overworked, the
y is not apparent
to know more than the
% before .anything is done towar:
presfcnbinv;;reports on the result

1t wilk-bo necessary that th

for each work,
M cer
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settled by the irrigation officers. Every change and fresh requirement made ™ :
.daring the progress of the compilations of these statements causes grea& add‘xtional .
labor, as 1t necessitates a fresh examination of the accbunts of, in some \ases, \
thousands of villages. The Board beg that 1t may be sgftled once for all ex:ntly
what is wanted, and that there be subsequently no departure from the procec we
laid down. ) '
* 17, In conclusion, the Board feel bound to bring to the notice of Governe
ment the tone which Colonel Mullins has thought fit to adopt towards the Board /e
in his memoranda, especially in paragraphs 4 and 5 of that dated“19th May ‘; ", .|
1875, No 545. Had this document come befors the Board as a direct communi- _ ~ 20
cation from Colonel Mulhins, they would have been able to estimate it at 1ts true ’ ’:& Ly 2
walue and to have characterized the language in which it is couched in a suitable X el
manner; but the Government having embodied it in their Proceedings, and ¢/ *<* '~
. edopted it'as a text for orders communicated to the Board for information and
guidahce, it only remains for the Board respectfully to request a re-perusal and
. reconsideration of the memoranda in question, with the confident hope thatthe = -
Government will nqt refuse such measure of redress as may a’gpear' to them
proper on the occasion. )

(A true Extract.) J% é r .

Acting Secretary.;
_To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, . Yo
X Y . with a file of papers.
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' MADRAS.
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SEPTEMBER.
No. 2,600, |

Irrigation }orks—in North Arcot Dis-
-Rrict, for which separate Revenue and Capatal
accounts are kept for Fasli 1283 —Proceedings /
of Government passing orders on Chief Eagm-
peer's memorandum on statement of ~— com-
municated to Collector, and orders awaited on
Board's Proceedings, dated 7th September 1875,

No 2,502, before 1ssuirg 1mstructions for revi-
eion of this and similar statements from other
Dustricts..
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: T No. 2,600 * e
- ., _ ProcrEpines or taE Boirp op Revexuve, dated 17th September 1875.

g > Read the following Proceedings of the Madzas Government, dated 7th J uly 1873,
No. 1,932, Pablic Works Department —

A psTRACT ~Irrigation swork Sor which separale Revenus arzd Capital Accounts are

kept for Fasli 1283 (1873-74) —Passing orders on Memorandum by the Officiating

Clief Engineer on statement transmitted by the Board of Revenue showimng
the e

\
e

N,

~,
e
X,
-

L )
MWM«&

k‘r

Read also G. 0., Revenue Department, dated 24th J uly 1875, No. 1 y997, commu.

l
i
nicating the foregoing order to the Board. 3
<, . |

|

1

k

pa

N -
CoMMUNICATED to the Collector of North Arcot.
~ 2. DBeforo giving instmgtaons for the revision of thig and similar statements

= {from _other districts the Bgard will await {the orders of Government on their j
- 'J -

Procee dings, dated 7th September 1875, No 2,502, X

-ty 3 It is essential that the classification of channels and tanks should be made j
~33 by officers of the Public Works De

partment before the recompilation of the state- ) q
i e=<=, ments is undertaken. e

& Ca 4  With reference to the Chief Engineer’s remark, that the statements for
N: all years should be prepared as far as possible

on the same principle as the |
statement under notice, the Board beg to refer Government to therr Proceedings,
dated 17th May 1875, No. 1,333, and to inquire whether statements in this form
should be called for for past years,

and if so for how many The Board appre-
hend that if 1t be possible at all to prepare such statements 1t must be long belvre
they can be compiled for past year

8 in the detail now requred, and they are of
opinion that for Capital and Reven

ue accounts the information contaued 1n the
statements furnished to the Controller of Public Works Accounts 1s suficient
) 3

(A true Extract.)
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Acting Secretary,

-

— —— “

TN v 1o vy remprPar———
: :
3 g
~

To the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department.
; : »s the Collector of North Areot, with copyof G. O, i
dated 7th July 1875, No 1,932, Public Works Department

Cory to the Acting Secretary to Government, Bevenua Department.
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