Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
13th Novemlber 1875

Sw

No 337. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J II M. SHAW-
STEWART, RL,, Consulting Ingwnecr for Ralways, to Major-General
G. W. WALKER, RL, Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 5th Noveriber 1875, No 602 — )

IN continuation of my letter No “434, dated 5th August 1875, and with reference
to paragraph 2 of G.0, No 2,387, of 19th August 1875, I have the honor to lay
" beforo the Government for such iurther

action as may scem necessary a letter®
from the Locomotive and Carmage Superntendont to the Agent of the South Ind.an
Radway Company, giving that gentleman's opinion of the rolling stock lately sent out
from Ingland for the Company’s metre gouge eatension

* No 936, dated 9th August 1875

2 It 13 most mmportant m the ntcrests of Government that stores and stock
supplied from Lngland shoull be of a quality suited to the exigencies of a tropical
chmate, and 1n this matter this oflice 19 quite powerless to do more than scrutin.se
carcofully the mndents and sce that the prices proposed are such ag to secure what is
desired  The Government will observe tlat the lscomotives have formed the subject
of a separate communication fiom the Company’s officzals 1n this eountry

3 From recent mnspections I am led to believe that the engwmes are working
better than they were, but the fict that scveral large firms are mvolved 1n theso
eriticisms of the Locomotive Superintendcnt, leayes little room for doubt that the home
wspection might be more eflcctive with adiantage

4. Thoe price paid for these same enzines, the Government wall rememb?r, way
g0 ample as to attract the notice of the Gorernment of India, and there 15 no reason to
suppose that the rates sanctioned for the other stock was msufficient to secure good
quahity

SOUTIL INDIAN RAILWAY

Letter from the Locomotive and Carnage Supenntendent, to the Agent, dated Negapatam, 9th
August 1673, No 936
Yotrr No 81
Major Smuth’s comments on the Lnglish relling stoch have a great deal of truth in them ,
indeed, the most unsophusticated observer seeing the stock now it has been out 1n the sun could
not fail to ses somothing was wrong I lhave 11 my letters home to Mr Bruce so fiequey/iy
urged the need of really conscientious supervision over whatis sent out here Whatever wo
get should be good of 1ts kind  The Company 1s a groat gainer in the long run by not having -
the usual matenal *“for India” sent them AMajor Smuth walked round and asked questions
which I had much rather not have answered, but could not well avoid I should have preferfe
a3 appeal to Mr Fox te have the stock better lioked after 1a detail than any remarks by adt
outaids oicial The ehortcomings of the Eagh h stock has been more commented upon, as
every one seemed to expect the “carmage from home” would be a cat above the usual run of
country workmanship  The Gloucester and Lancuster Company have each delivered some stook —
Gloucester Company, eighteen 3rd-class, two 2nd-class horse-boxes, and two composites,
seven 3rd-class and one 2nd-class
Lancaster, one 1st-class and seven sets of fittings
TLach Company has also sent some goods stock. I doxot notice that any are better taan the others
Unseasoneq tumber 18 the great fault with all of them I have not one passenger vehicle running
without a spht panne! and shrunk joints, and some of them have seven and eight panels split and
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public 1Works Department,
13th Nowember 1875.

' A

the timber run up to & most unfortunate extent, which will involve, when I have time, almost
&smantling the whole veluole The head stocks are also 1n most cases badly niven and shaken by
the sun, a8 also the frames of the goods stock that lay out a short time 1n the yard before erection
Want of finish in the lst-class and compoaites 18 also marked, the timber was not burnished up
smooth before varnish or polish was put on, as though 1t was hoped the varnish would disguise the
want of labor on the timber, but not even enough of varnish was put on, one coat inmde 18, I am
sure, all the carriages had, and outside, I should eay, not more than two and very Lttle rubbing
down The gilt heading 18 of such common kind that it has all fallen off nearly ; plaster glt 18
no use for such work, wood or metal only will stand extreme temperature

2 The horse-boxes had only the ribbed flap door on either side to come against a horse in
the velucle, which any owner would, I imagine, ve-y strongly object to, and the sweep of the hinges
1s such as to allow a gap between side of box and flap door when down by enough for a pony to
gothisfootin  Third-class carrage seats are unsay ported underneath at the centres and are bending
down very much. I am putting a support in them at thecentres  Of the engines, I have wntten
last mail very fully to AMr Fox, and hope, or rataer I am sure, he will have those engines wluch
follow got up more smted for the country I have suggested that Mr B Wright, who 13 now
at home from the Madras Railway, should be asked to give the malers a look round He would
detect the Lttle faults more readily perhaps than any one unused to Indian requirements and
chmate

No 338 OrpER THEREOYN, 13th November 1875, No 3,239

OrpEeRED that the HHome Government
be addressed on the subject.

(True Ixtract )
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RAILWAY, No 44
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Major-General, RE,
Secretary to Government.
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