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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
30(% Octeber 1875.

Y

No 628 Read the following endorsement of the Chief Engmeer for Irmgation,

dated Fort St George, 20th October 1875, No 1,235 —

From the Superintending Engmeer, Chingleput, No 1,294, dated 6th July 1875.
To do, do, » 187, ,, 13th
From . do, do, » 1,819, 2

i

12 »

10th Aug

3

SusurrreD for the information of Government with reference to G. O, No 1,594,
5th June 187? The Superintending Ergineer, 1t will be observed, states that, owing
to his not being 1n possession of the details of the outlay expected under the provision
for land compensation and distribution 1espectively in the Madias Water Works
Estumate, he 1s unable to afford the information which m G O, No 1,594, of the 5th
June last, 1t was pownted out was necessary to a satisfactory demonstration that the
almost entire absence of progress on this project m 1874-75 was due to causes beyond
Colonel F Moberly’s control

2 To the undersigned, the Superintending Engineer’s letter of the 10th August
appears fo contarn no explanation of any value The project works consist of the
following sections —

1 Anicut and head-works on the Cortihar.
Supply Channel, Choliveram Tank.
Cholaveram Tank
Supply Channel. Red Hlls Tank,
Red Hills Tank

6 Distribution

These sections each consist of a number of 1tems of work, some of which have
been completed, others are more or less advanced, and others are not now intended to
be carred out or will be modified In some cases, moreover, additional works are
required.

‘What the Superintending Enginect should ,have done was to show what items
could or could not have been gone on wath, and for what the provision of Rs 30,000
was made m his Budget Estimate, with the reasons which made 1t 1mpracticable to
carry out even approximately the programme of work for the season
Light has been thrown on the matter

8 With regard to land compensation, Colonel Moberly should know much more
than he appears to be acquamnted with Thae 1s certanly no need for him to be
helpless in the matter Ile has Procecdings of Madras Government, No 60, of the 10th
January 1871, to refer to, and any additional information could probably readily be
obtained from the Collector or Controller Moreover, he has not stated what part of
the Rupees 30,000 provided for expenditure 1n 1874-75 was intended to meet claums
for land compensation, on what his estimate on this account was based, or how far the
actual fell short of the anticipated demand therefore. . }

4 Smularly, with regard to distnibution, the Superintending Engineer had, or
ghould have had, some notion of what he intended to do, and it was open to him to
explamn what difficulties inte1fered with hus programme That there may have been some
such difficulties is probable enough, but that such a very simple matter as ascertaning
the e of the ground over a few mules of country should take any considerable length
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. To the Chief Engmeer for Irngatien

pasbemmamre i

of time cannot be deemed reasonable The wasto of time and money wmeurred on the
survey referred to 1 paragraph 5 of the Superintending Eagncer's letter ought to
have been put a stop to much earlier, and this officer 13 not without his ghare of
responsibility i the matter. The mistake made was i contouring with great and
unnecessary detail, and that too before the general levels and features of the ground
had been detormmed but tlus mistake might Lave becn corrected the first tume the
Surveyor’s work was locked at

JOHN MULLINS, Lt -Col, RE,

Chicf Engneer for Irrigation

(Signed)

No. 529.

Orver THTREOY, 30th October 1873, No 3,080

}

IRRIGATION, No 49,

Orperzp to be recorded.

(True Ixtract )

Major-(}cncml, E,

Seciclary to Government.
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