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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works Depaﬂment,
. 13th October 187:). o |

L wh < - . "

No. u07 Read the foﬂowmo' let’cer from Captmn(} 'J.‘ SKIPWITH RE Assnatant
'Becretary to the Government of India, Public Works Depgrtment, (wal
" Works—Telegraph,) to Major-Genetal G. W. WALKER, R.E.,, Secretary

. to the Government of Madras, Pubhc kas Department da.ted Sxmla,

lst October 1875, No. 372 T. i~ o

Ix contmua’cmn of tlns office No. 347 T, of the Srd ultlmo, rerrardmo' the L
complamt made by the Editor of the Madras Mail, and his suggestion for a rewsmn of
the existing rules for  Press Telegrams,” I am directed to make the following remarks,
and to request that the same may be commumcated to the Editor of the Madras Jl[aal LY

2. The existing rates for ¢ Press Messages ” are much below the usual rates,
being one-fourth those charged upon ordinary messa%%, viz., twenty-four instead of six .
words can be sent for 1 Rupee ; moreover, the extra charge for night, Sundays, and *
hohdays is not 1ev1ed upon such messages, so that the reductxon is really more than i5 A

T '

8. In return for tlns 1arwe concessmn, and to prevent an abuse of the pnvxlege,
the rules requxre that the Newspapers for which messages are to be received at the
reduced rates .. all be registered, and that ¢ Press. Messages” shall be pubhahed in |
their entirety, or that the difference in cost between “ ordinary ” and ¢ Press” rates
shall be pmd by the Newspaper to which the message is addressed. Moreover, | the |
rules require that a declaration to this effect shall be taken from the proprietor or - W ¥
‘Editor of each Newsp'lper before he can be admltted to the prwﬂefres eonf«,rred by the
Press Rules. ‘ ’ .

4 By refuqmw to pay the dlfferenee between the « ordmary " and “Presq :
rates, on the telegram in question, the Editor of the AMadras Mail has fznled to
fulfil his part of the contract, 2 contract which however he may have felt it ob;ectxom .
able, he entered into voluntarily, and he should therefors, have first acted up to hm ‘
agreement and then applied for a refund, if he consldered himself ag"neved in anv M
way.

5. It is also to be remarked that the Edlfor had under the rules, a mﬂt! to b
recelve messages at Tress rates from any correwpondent whether regular or easual
and he would have had just cause of complamt if in this instance the - Barraekpore
Signaller had refused to take the message in questxon 23 a “ Press” message. a o v,h 3
6. The Director-General of Tclegra,phs is vested with the power of refusing this
concession on sufficient grounds, or of mtbdra,wmf' it When gmnted if he comuderq
that the conditions have been in any way mfrmoed and it appears to the Govumoru
General in Council that the Director-General of Tdegmphe would have been full y
justified if he had withdrawn the privilege in this instance.. |
7. Tamalso to observe that the complaint under reference realiy arises out ei
an important concession made to the I’rebs When the ‘rules Vtere revised' Iast year
Formerly a Press message could only be sent by a registered correspondent bnt this
restriction sometimes prevented the despateh of news which ‘would etherw;se hzn' '
been sent.’ To remedy this defect the revised rules prevxded that only the N ewwaprr
should be reelstered so that casual correspondents mwht be enabled to send mesmeee
at ¢ Press” rates. This necessarily throws a certam ameunt of money rcsponmblhty
upon the ‘Iewspapers coucemed Who muat qeverally be held responsxble fm the aets’
of then' correspondents.‘ o “; T N R
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8.1 am to add that if the Editor of the Jladras zl[ml daes not 'WIbh tn accept - o : - | ! : g
i tlus pecuniary respons1b1hty, he should inform the Director-General of Telegraphs of ! ; | , PRI i
lus wish to revert to the old rules, and should rewmter his correspondents o e o 1 { : 7
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