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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public }.V'o'rk.s Department, '
20th September 1875.

No. 474.  Read the following letter from T. D. HARRIS, Esq., Officiating District
Engineer, Malabar, to Major-General G. W, WALKER, R.E., Secretary to
. Government, Public Works Department, dated Calicut, 13th September 1873,
No. 89 :— , ) ' ' |
Wiz reference to your memorandum, No. 466, dated 2nd instant, and G, O,

B

No, 1,113, dated 29th April 1874, 1 have the honor to state that, in the absence of the ‘

Trichinopoly plan and estimate, I am unable to explain why the Cannanore quarters
should compare so unfavorably with them as regards cost of construction, but at the
same time I have the honor to submit the following information.

2. Inaddition to therates of labor in Malabar District being in excess of those
of Ti'ichi};quly, and the accommodation allowed for by the standard plan, the esti-
mate allowed for godowns and cook-rooms for a Conductor with a stable, all pucka built
end plastered ; there are three rooms in Serjeant’s godown, viz., privy, godown and
cook-room ; and Conductor’s room, two godowns, privy, and stable.

» ' '3, "'As the climate in the district is very wet for the greater portion of the year,
two covered passageé'are allowed, one for each quarters leading from houses to
godowns, which are also of 2 permanent nature. A

4. There is also an enclosure wall allowed round the quarters, as well asa
partition enclosure wall between the quarters to the front and rear, the cost of these
pnclosures, as per estimate, is Rupees 970. The flooring was expensive boarded floor-
ing, and, where not boarded, cutch stone. The works were completed for Rupees
9,222-6-9 in a very superior manner against the estimate of Rupees 10,230, showing
a saving of Rupees 1,007-9-5, so that the rates allowed, I think, were 56n¥ewb‘?‘t
high; but I find that when the estimate wag prepared, viz., in 1869, the rates of

. labor and materials were in excess of what they are at present almost in every item.

I cannét at present account sufficiently for this; but it may fairly be attributed to
the improved communications in the district by which materials are more readily and
cheaply conveyed, and to the sanitary state of the district also which has rendered it

far more healthy than in former years.

5. The average rent paid on account of rent of quarters hired for the Condustor.
and Staff Serjeant is Rupees 10 per mense. ‘

No. 475 * ORDER THERESN, 20th September. 1875, No. 2,720.
MILITARY WORKS, No. 12. OrpErED that the Government of India
~ | be addressed.
) (Here enter No. 2,721, dated 20th September 1875.)
) (True Extract.) -

(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Major-General, R.E,, ‘
. Secretary to Government,

Exd. E. C. Shunhr.’
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’ Pusric WorES DEPARTMENT, S
QoTacAMUND, 208k September 1875. N
No. 476. ~ ‘
] No. 2,721.
4 3
1} Frox :
IR Masor-Gxrnas G. W. WALKER, RE, .
1 Secretary to the Government of Madras, )
{ ’ ‘ ' _ Public Works Department,
; . .‘ To '
Txe SECRETARY 7o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
2 E‘ Public Works Department.
‘ § ' " . » | Smz,—In continuation of my letter, ‘
I MILITARY WORKS, No. 18. | xo 9640, dated 13th September 1875,1 | =
. { , " am directed to forward the accompanying
i X explanation as to the comparative cost of staff quarters for Military Subordinates at
. S Cannanore and Trichinopoly. I will be observed from the letter from the District - =~ k
H Engineer, Malabar, that although the quarters at the former place were estimated to
?‘ - cost Rupees 10,230 they were finaily completed for Rupees 9,222, or at a cost of
,f Z . Rupees 4,611 per man. ~ On the other hand it was found necessary during the progress
J N of the buildings at Trichinopoly to provide verandahs at a cost of Rupees 3,600, thus ’
: oo raising the estimated amount to Rupees 14,400 and the cost of .each quarter to i
] ‘ g Rupees 4,800. The difference between this sum and that spent on each: quarter at |
: 1y Malabar is sufficiently accounted for in the District Engineer’s letter. ‘ .

X : " T have the honor to be, )
, _ B | A S 8ir,

Your most obedient servant, R

i A»‘A .

: ' - : Major-General, R.E.,
N ‘ \ Secretary to Government.

I

.

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
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