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Proceedings of the Madras Goz{e(n% ent, Public Works Department,
20th Séﬁ;'.ijber 1875.

PR

.

TRead the following | letter from Major J. N. HUNTER, R.E., District
Encineer, Salem, to Major-General G. W. WALKER, R.E, Secretaryhto
Got;ernm:ent, Public Works Department, dated Tripatore, 31st August 1875,
No. 72 :—

Ix acknowledging the receipt of G. 0., No. 2,363,. dated 1.6th August 1875, 1
much regret to observe the censure of Government which, I think, would not have
Deen passed, had my letter of the 6th August, No. 38, been put before them, as .well
as that of the 30th July 1875. o . IR

9. The latter was merely a reply to the (:}hlef Engineer, mfo.rmmg him how far
we had g(;t in the matter of despatching the estimate, and wasnot intended as e report

No. 421.

* on the work, but merely 2 prcparation for it.

3. In my letter of the 6th August, I was able to state that the ‘work at
Péreal;ett was on the point of completion. Six out of seven groynes having been

finished, and the seventh and last requiring only the modussil, the banks hgve been
o]

formed with a slope 2 to 1, and nanel and corokai have been planted on the slopes of
t‘})xreugank and in the bed of the river, as provided in the estimate. In short, the
Tereapett bank has, as I think, been rendered quite safe.

4. T trust, then, that the Government will see that. there %1as been 1o want of
cnergy in ¢ doing ” the work. The diﬂi'culty has be-en in making ﬁhe estimate, anfl
{Lat difficulty has arisen from there being no definite rates for thils sort of' work,
which is quite new in the talug, and from the consequent ne'cess1ty of fixing the
rates from actual experience after the work was done. We tried tf’ keep the .ra‘ce.s
down: but it was a very difficult business, as Wwe had to compete with the Railway
who “"ere executing extensive works at the time, and labor of any sort and at any

ice was v ard to get. ~ '

pme5\.vds;&:telgmh;mmcricment, during‘M.r. Arbuthn'ot’e.; tenure, I endeavored .to get
ckilled labor and superintendence from fl‘an]ore and Trichinopoly, but could not induce
the men wanted to come at anything like modfzrate rates of pay, and eventually got
uth Arcot. . L )
themsfron';lsl;’:i};u:e d dclay in commencing t¥1e work ; but the work once comn?enced
. bove stated, done both well and v1gorouslyZ and I respectfully .submlt that

:Z::’d;:yain preparing the cstimate was, under these circumstances, unavoidable.

= Another reason that put the cstimate back was this. The Chief Engix'leer',

7. a .00 cmereent work to the Pereapett branch, did not say anything about the
Whin zr o: r;? tzhe Ryt:nanpett village, which includes the Sub-Magistrate’s Cutcherry.
protectl

8. At the requesf of the Collector, I visited the place in June and made an esti-
t f. r protecting this bank also, and ordered the work to be commenced. This was
?:::lidzd Ix:*ith {he Pereapett estimate which had to be dctained for the purpose.

9. The work at Rymanpett has been commenced ; the banks have been sloped, and -
) ell as the bed of the river planted. The Range Officer expected that four
these as Wut of tho six would have been completed by the end of this month, but I.
froyrtll‘i:tothis rocent outbreak of cholera at Vaniembady will have thrown the work
ear , ~ ‘ '
back.lo I trust {hat after this explanation Government will reconsider their order
of the 16th August 1875. '
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No. 422. ORDER THEREON, 20th September 1875, No. 2,693.

ESTABLISIHMENT, No. 25.

personal supervision of the District Engineer over the emergent work on the Palar ~
< pear Vaniembady and over the survey and levelling operations .was altogether insufti-">

- cient, and he has, so far as the Honorable the Governor in Council is at present informed,
‘been rightly held responsible for the great delay which has occurred, firat in the

. ek

[T SRS R I U R

&

Tre Government consider that thez
papers recorded in G. O., of the 30th-
August 1875, No. 2,479, show that the -

!

preparation of the estimates for the emergent works, and secondly in preparing the
_surveys and levels required for the determination of the arrangements required at the
“head Lf the two principal branches of the river. Should Major ITunter still consider )
“ that the censure passed upon him in G. O. of the 16th August last, No. 2,363, is unde-’
“served, he must show what visits he has paid to Vaniembady since January last, and

what measures he took on the spot to ensure the correct carrying out of the instruc-
tions cohtained in the notes of inspection of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

(True Extract.)

Major-General, R.E,, r

wrez‘ary to Government,

—n

" To the District Engineer, Salem. i
»  Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
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