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* CIVIL WORKS, No. 14.

4

Proceedings of “the Mc;'draé 'G'o‘véi'hﬁ.éézt,' Public Works Department,
' ' 9th September 1875. “

st

o

No, 214. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Marine Department, ‘dated 96th August 1875, No. 301 :—

" Trom A. O. HUME, Esq., ¢.B, Secretary to the Government of India, (Department of

Revenue, Agrieuliure, and Commerce,) to the Ion. D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Officiating Chief Secretary to the Governmeat of Madras, dated Simla, 11th
August 1875, No. it
. T ax directed to forward copy of 2 note drawn up in this office embodying the
opinions of several authorities as to the necessity of prpviding,lighthonses at Cape
Comorin and Muttum, and to request that the Government of India may be favored
with an ekpressi'bn‘bf'the opinion of Iis Excellency the Governor in Council on the
following points, Viz. i— : c ' '

1)’ Are two first-clags lights really necessary for. the southern extremity of . :

the Peninsula ? or
@) Would one firsi-class and one third or fourth class light suffice ? or
(3.) Would ‘a single first-class light suffice ? S ‘
(4.) The exact Jocality or localities where the light orlights should be
. placed ; and : ‘ T ’

(5.) The height of the light or lights above meen  sea level, necessary 9. |

secure fully the objects which should be attained.

9. I am to beg that the reasons for the answers given in each case may be fully

§tate d.

. esssm——

COMMUNI‘CATED to the Public Works Department and to the Master Attendant, .

who will submit his views in detail, on the points on which information is now sought
by the Government of India. '

-

(True Extract.)
‘ (Signed) =~ CHARLES MACLEAN,

Acting Under Secretary.’

No. 215. " OgpER THEREON, 9th Scptember 1875, No. 2,591

. "OrpERED to be recorded.

(True Extract.)

i Major-General, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.

et

To the; District Engineer, Tinuevelly, with one enclosure to be returned,

Exd. 8. T. Austin. ' ' -
Spare Copies - ) '

R
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* _ - Light-houses at Cape Comorin and Muttum.

T

' - Mg, HopertsoN, who was appointed by the
Secretary of State to report on the harbours of
' A India, recommended in 1871 in connection with
the approaches to Paumben from the south, that
two light-houses should be erected, viz., one at the
Crocodile Rock, 17 miles to the west of Cape
) . . ) ) Comorin, and 24 miles from the shore at (Muttum -
; © T T B or) Cudiapatam Point; and another on the north
‘ - ' ~ side of Paumben on Point Calimere. His recom- . -
f L o mendation was couched in the following terms :
. « Tn connection with the approaches to Paumben
Mr, Bobertson's reports page b4, . from the south, it may not be out of place to draw
o attention to the great necessity there ig for a light
at the Crocodile Rock. ¥ % %  This .
. . rock is much dreaded by the captains of steamers
trading round the south of India and Ceylon, and
by native craft making for Paumben. It would
not- ba easy to put a light on the rock itself, as it
is barely a-wash at low water, and is much exposed ;
but there are too small islands between it and the
ghore, on either of which a light could be placed.
The shore is also high at this point, find well
suited for a light-house.

L «On the north side of Paumben, T would strong-
. ' ly advise that a light should be put on Point
o . Calimere, where there is ab present only a pillar.
. Vessels using the pass are liable to get em%ayed
and into danger at Point Calimere, When the
wind permits, they bave to leave Paumben at
night, so asto make the Point by day. In our
Jittlo steamer drawing only five feet, we experienced
{he want of a light at this place”

* . Letter from Dlaster Attendant of Madras, t0 Govern- . In April 187 1, the Master Attendant at Madras

| meat of Madras No. 2267, dated 15th April 1671. reportéd that he had conversation with the Maha«

' rajah of Travancore and His Highness’ Dewan

regarding the proposed light at Cape Comorin,

; ) and they both held that instead of only one light

S on the southernmost point of the Continent of India,

two lights were required, viz., one first class light

on Cape Comorin, and a fourth class light on

- Point Cudiapatam, the expense of the latter being

. borne by the Travancore Government, The Mas-

‘ ter Attendant thereupon strongly recommended,

after farther consultation with the commanders of

‘ . ' coasting steamers and sea-going ships, that a first

i . class fixed light should be provided for Cape Co-

’ morin, and the fourth class revolving light, now

lying at Tuticorin, be set up on the point at

- Cadiapatam; and that as the rocky cliffs at this

point rose from 80 to 90 feet above the sea level,

S : ‘ the light should be set up ona short column of

e ) , . : say, 30 feet in height, and at a moderate cost, any

‘ 1 / ‘ ' quantity of stone required being available on the
. spot. ‘

State to Madras Govern- On the 81st May 1871, the Secretary of State

I

4

N Despatch from Secretary of
V' acaty Ko, 10 (Public Worke), daied st Moy 1573 forwarded to the Madras Government a letter from

' Cantain A. D. Taylor (ate of the Indian Navy,
T and now holding the appointment of Superintendent
of Marine Surveys), in which be explained that it
. . was true that Cape Comorin was the inost southern
B . point of India; but Cudiapatam Point, which bears .
' from it a very little to the northward of west, and .
s distant only 14 miles, was in reality the. most

P .
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