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8th September 1875.

hat S VO

" *

Read the following letter from Captan L. CONWAY-GORDON, RE,,
Controller of Public Works Accounts, to Lieutenant-Colonel J MULLINS,
R E, Officating Chief Engmeer, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.

George, 4th August 1875, No 60 W —

A

: No 148

R

Opservivg from the Deposit Accounts that the practice exists i Madras as else-
where of lending Government tools to mative petty contractors for thf) execution of
Government works, and knowing from experience the tendency there is under these
circumstances for the Government tools to be worn away at a speed only to be
explained by the theory that new tools belonging to Government are surreptitiously
exchanged for old ones belonging to the work-people, I thouglit 1t advisable to mnquire
generally whether all the Government tools and plant are properly mairked

! 2 T accordingly asked all the Range Officers, 1st, whether all thén~dools and

) Yant were marked with any distingumishing Ttovernment mark , and, 2ndlg ,whether the
fools were further marked 1n any way to show the particular fund from which they

' were origmally purchased. |

3 T now enclose an abstract of all the replies at present recerved From this

i will observe that although the tools 1n many ranges are marked with the broad

, ‘ z::(l)w the practice 18 far from universal, and that 1n but few ranges 13 the Government
?

furniture branded or otherwise marked i
’ 4 1 thimk perhaps it would be advigabls to mtroduee throughout the Presidency
o uniform system of marking all departmental property, and for this purpose the
broad arrow secms to me peculiaily unsuitable, not only fiom 1ts being m use by

ther Government Departments and therefore losing 1ts sigmficance as a Department
> k, but also from the fact that bemng a mark composed of a few

‘ ks mar .
| 51131)'?(:‘1;;75 Il'mes, easily punched by any straight cutting tool, 1t 15 perhaps the casiest

mark possible for a native to mmitate ,
5 No distinction appears as yet kept up between the tools purchased by the

different funds DBut whether any such distinction 1s elt}ler necessa1y or advisable 1s

a question which I trust before long to have an opportunity of referring through you

to the Government for decision. | |
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S No 149 ORDER THEREON, 8th September 1875, No 2,557

] Tae Controller will be referred, with
i . ESTABLISIIMENT, No 11 reference to the first part of s letter, to
G 0, No 62, of the 9th January 1875, |
9 It 1s desirable that all fools should be marked i such 2 manner as to be
- capable of identification, and the letters D. P W, with the year, should be marked -
> upon. all tools and plant before bringmg them mto use. The General Supern-
. tendent, Public Works Stores, will mark all tools 1ssued from the stores, and those

; purchased or made up by Range Officers should be marked locally. Tools sold to - .
x A contractors should be remarked “8,” with the year “ ©
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troller’
3 A further report on the subject of the last pamngh of the Centrolicrs

leiter will be awaited. )
(Tru> Extract )
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WALKFER, Major-General,
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SIr,

I should be much obliged by your informng me whether the broad arrow

i

other distingwishing mark 1s placed upon all Tools and Plant, Furmture,
or any

4 other articles of Government poper ty under your charge, end also whether
and o

lar
he difierent articles to show the particu
any further mark 18 placed upon the &1

Tmperial extraordinary, or Provincial, from which the

fund, Tmperal ordinary,

articles were bought

9. The favor of a reply as early as possible would be esteemed.

I have the honor to be,

¢

Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,
i

+ L CONWAY-GORDON,
Controller, P W. Accounis.
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