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: - . Read the following letters :—
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o [ No. 336.  From Colonel C. V. WILKIESON, R.E., Superintending Engineer,
= Lz et 3 ¢ Coimbatore, to Major J. O. HASTED, R.E., Officiating Chief Engineer,
2 B Lie i & Public Works Department, dated Coimbatore, 12th Auvgust 1875, No. 54.

. e;,;r"“é"ﬁj“ﬁ ,_,ih . 55 ?: ‘g I BAvVE the honor to acknowledge the ;:::(ilpg Ott);l y:l?:u ze;z;;;r;niim{hfo. 1)3(;5,;
SR A T e e o 3 | g , su
SR i rj;‘i‘;ef";:w % One map. of the state of the road from Coimbagore
T YU R § to Michael's Valley, Annamallay Hills, vi4 Pollachi, for the_ purpose of His Royal
i “}“ igsg’f’-:i:g K ; Highness the Prince of Wales proceeding.there, and I have to report that the road
[ %g;“ 5:‘“35 T4 "* i from Coimbatore to Pollachi, a distance of 25 miles, is in good order a}nd suitable to
;5"%5 e 5 ) f \ fast wheeled traffic. -
g’%ﬁ;i w: : .Z ; ": : t 2. From Pollachi to foot of ghaut to Ponachy Saddle, the road to Annamallay is
g:j;%‘; 5 - ;;?’“ : g‘ or can be made available for wheeled traffic, being 10 miles ; but from Annamallay to
:é; ] ir 5 Zasi by ghaut there is no trace, as the line is very rocky with wet cultivation, having, either
sir it eih Erpies ks close to Annamallay or the Caraputty anicut, to cross the Qopaur river once and a
ﬁ% 3‘ «;; ; :: “f ‘i "deep nullah at Muncarray Oday. I cannot in the middle of the wet season hold out
; ﬁ‘%’éd }:ﬁ*ﬁ' : “ ! any hopes of making these 9 miles efvailable? fo.r carriage traffic ; in fact not even for
e ,‘f“;fr:‘i %3 AN riding if the river was in flood, besides which it makes the journey much longer. .
’ﬂ*&@ﬁéé”ég{é 'g*jg}é% gl 3. But from Pollachi by the road called Mr. Lowry’s Trace you can drive to
SR ok ﬁ”?&izz' 4] n ¢ Kotoor 10 miles, and a fair r?ad can be made do'wn to the cultivation on the banks of
=i pios Rl (L the Toracudnaur, marked A in map sent, the distance of about 4 miles. From this

b
bt
A4 GRS ?3‘
e T et
2 AR Shd dagifict "t'f' ¥
(g } ST i
i 2 i:g;?{:;fi\w”
ik
[yl 3& Ny
Loy -.A di =t s
;%,-,‘ir”. bt !
s ¥ 35
ool

i

Ii
Aty
wirsd

et

ST
=

i
bt
A

spot to foot of ghaut 3 miles, the distance must be done on horse-back, and one river,
the Toracudnaur, crossed in basket boat. Onthis line the road is goed, but two rivers
are crossed at 2 miles and 31 miles from Pollachi, and, if they should be in flood, no

carriage can pass them without great delay.
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e SR ’"‘*)‘&.z: fi‘{ t E b S TR T BT Db B T D o R s Sl I g;i—; 4. TFrom foot of ghaut to the Ponachy Saddle, 62 miles, there is a good riding
& S RN N -, - L EE § T e i SRl R e S s Y . . . .
S l"ﬁpgrg%gfﬁ T \:3% £ pe it =35 road at a slope of 300 feet per mile, but in places very narrow crossing nearly perpen-
et b R Eest) ks i 5y . .
%’g it i%’“aﬁi 1 %ﬁg ¥ ‘ g’% i dicular rock, so somewhat dangerous.
3 : 3 2 z,..g:;i.c 2 {-3‘ S 3 o -‘g*_ :ffht
3%‘1}: : % ?; ﬁ”*‘%? i} gﬁ 5. From the Ponachy Saddle the road was to have been taken up to ¢ Waterfall
= :vg & :j‘i-:é?s e £ Estate,” 3 miles, which line is passable, or can be made 80 ; but from there, which is
s " . oy "’?k".‘:‘ r;‘, 7" ; s B E},Ef.‘ . &
Boin L éjéfg 1Y g SR about 1,000 feet above the Toracudnaur river, not a trace has ever been made.
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6. It is marked on the map I now send as ¢ Walker proposed line ”” on the left
bank of the river ; as this is carried along a series of nearly perpendicular bluff rocks,
there is no hope of making a line this way in time for ITis Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales. If ordered, however, I can make a path from the Ponachy Saddle down to
the river Toracudnaur, there exists a small path now along this way where there is coffee
plantation, and from thence I would propose to cross the river and take along the right
bank (see dotted line in map)where there is undulating open jungle, following the river
which is pretty straight until you come to the river opposite Tungachi Mullah ; from
this it is plain sailing, though we shall have still some difficult slopes to get over. I
should calculate this will be about 15 or 20 miles to the first encamping ground, or 25
to 30 miles on horse-back from where the horses have to be mounted at foot of hill.

7. Of this the whole line from Ponachy Saddle to Michael's Valley will have _to
s be made into a path for horses. This, of course, can be done, if the Government will
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of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
s

procecding 19th August 1875.

1

———
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o~ —

e £ Sappers, as in this season of cultivation it is almost impossible
Compasy © : dall 1 try cooli :
a3 from a distance, and all low country coolies are frightened away

jve M . ept
Y { coolies €X¢ .Ph are worse here than any place I have ever been in before,
to eches, Whic '
e

1d suggest also that Major Law, or an equally efficient person, be at
. I “;{;:ect thC; work of the Sappers and any coolies that may be collected.
t to
once se!l

;ve no hope of anything except the roughest of roads, and quite imprac-
9. Icai fed elephants, as many portions of the present roud to Ponachy ! are
08 almost perpendicular rock, and is only 4 or 5 feet wide. '

f

; for 1 .

ol b e o st ,

carTie Afr. Macgregor can inform the Government of the road by Poondy and over
10. . :

[layif it isin any way practicable to be made into a riding road or if loaded
“Appia Mu . 1{1 d pass along it, but I should very much doubt it myself. b

ts € .
elepha There is 8 good carriage road, or could be made 80, from Coimbatoni. to
} lf.l.a distance of about 85 miles, and from there the line is well described in
D?U 1,

Hannynnton’s report, and as I have not been that way I"cannot say.
Mr. ©

- 12-H ills, I would not advise his sleeping at any place nearer the foot of the hills’
) :;al :11]; ollachi, until he is well up above 7,000 fect, and if Government orders the road
an

ve proposed to be made that not a day’s delay is made in sending the Sappers,
%1:13 if possible the officer, as the time is very short.
an

a carte blanche, and the work shall be carried out economically and well.
14. The map Isend has both the common names and Mr, Hannyngton’s names
marked on it.

No. 336-A.  From the same Ofﬁcgr, dated Coimbatore., 13th August 1875, No. 56.

Wit reference to your memorandum, No. 379, of 11th August 1875, on the
subject of the opening out the way to Michael’s Valley, I have the honor to inform
you that my letter No. 54 of ygsterday’s date will have anticipated the objection to
the road vid Annamallay Village, and hasf' proposed the road via Kotoor.

- 2. The road for carriage traffic can easily be carried down to the river, or near
the river, but from that to the foot of the ghaut between 2 and 3 miles, ,

if .
must be done on horse-back. quite so far,

3. I would not advise a camp to be made nearer the ghaut foot than Pollachi

though a depdt 'might be established at Kotoor; it would not be advisable to locate

Europeans there, as at best it is a large dirty place, and only used by coolies comine
down from the hills, or who ‘cultivate the nunjah lands close to the river beicor:n 310
nearest place from’ the foot of the hills that may be said to be free of f, ; no he
supply of water is scarce and very bad. rer. The

4. 'With reference to Ar, Wedderburn being ready to take the superintendence

of the I}igher ranges, I shall be very glad of his assistance in the clearine but still
there will be a good deal to be done in crossing nullahs, swamps, &c., in \:l’lich other
than forest coolies (of which I suppose he ¢ ) w '

! a0 get any number) will b :
though, of course, we shall want them as well, ) ° regmred,

Should ITis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales determine to go to Anna-

N e ey et

13. With regard to cost I can give no idea, but the Government must g{ve me -

v
ey v

R oo R

'S

~

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
19¢h August 1875.

5. The great difﬁcult} of the work is from the Ponachy Saddle down to the
river, and then along the right bank until we cross the river again just before you
come to the turn from Michael's Valley. This is a fever zone between 2,000 and 5,000.
feet, and where the coolies will have to be encamped in healthy spots, and have to
walk often miles to their work. In this alone is the difﬁculty of carrying out the
work successfully, and if ample labor can be got by the Collector, half this difficulty
will be got over ; butstill T would urge on the necessity of aﬁording me the assistance
that I asked, namely, a Company of Sappers, who would chiefly be employed in making
temporary bridges and stone revetments and causeways where required.

No. 337. " ORDER THEREON, 19th August 1875, No. 2,392,

’ Tae Honorable the Governor in

Council having decided that the route from
. Pollachi to Kotoor is to be that to be
adopted, the Superintending Engineer W111 at once take measures for making this
road throughout suitable for fast travelling in carriages, and for carrying out the
extension of 4 miles to the Toracudnaur, which also should be Passable by carriages.
Thence to the foot of the ghaut 3 miles; ﬁrsft, there should be convenient mean;D of
getting into and out of the ferry boat at the river; secondly, a good bridle-path should
be made from the river to the foot of the ghaut.

2. The ghaut to the Ponachy Saddle will need only such minor improvementg
as will facilitate its use by ponies and pack mules, together with temporary fencing

where the track is exceptionally narrow and the ground below Precipitous, or it may
- be desirable here and there to blast away rock by firing a few shots,

3. From the Ponachy Saddle the route will be down to: the Toracudnaur ang
thence along the right bank of that strean? until it. will be recrossed near its exit from
Michael’s Valley. The selection. and'clearmg of t.lns temporary track will be entracted
to Colonels Michael and Davies in c?ml.numcati on with the Couector, ntrusted
Commander-in-Chief will be asked to .detz'ul su:. or eight Sappers for service wnder thees
officers, who will arrange, m (.:omml%mcatwn with the SuPerintending Engineer, for the
execation of any work requiring skilled agency.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 25.

(True Extract.)
B . Major-General, R.E,
o - \/ Se;:retary to Government.
To the Superintending Engineer, Coimbatore. o

Judicial Department. 2o /
. L;h tary Department, with Notes by Members of Government,

” Revenue ./ 5
" Controller of Publio Works chom}ts. o
” ,

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
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