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Proceedings of the Aladras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
9th August 1875. -

[

- - -~

No.158.  Read the following letter from Captain L. {CONWAY-GORDON, R.E,,
Controller of Public Works Accounts, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS,
R.E, Officiating Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Fort St. George, 20d August 1875, No. 55 W :— ‘

I mavE the honor to submit, for the orders of the Madras Government, the accom-
. panying letter from the Superintending

Engineer, Bellary, submitting the travel-
+ ling allowance bill of Mr. Court, Overseer
of the Hospett Range, for the month of Qctober 1874. R

2. The claim, owing to the great delay that has oceurred in submitting it, would
appear to be barred by the ‘orders of Government, but as the Suberintending Engineer,
while stating that there is nothing on record to account for the delay has, at the same
time, countersigned the bill as admissible, I refer the matter to Government.

1 Original letter.
1 BilL

3. As Government financially gains by any delay that occurs in the submission
by its servants of just claims for travelling allowance: the Government gaining and
the employé losing all the interest on the money that accrues for such period as the
claim may remain unpaid, it has appeared to me that the object that Government
had in view in issuing orders against: sfich delay in the submission of claims was to
prevent any question arising as to the justness of the claim, and to ensure all such
claims being properly countersigned and vouched to by the employé’s superior officer,
when that superior officer was still present and the events referred to still fresh in the
recollection of all.

4. If T am correct in this supposition, the present case certainly appears to me
to be one which the orders of Government were intended to meet. The claim for the
month of October is submitted in Marcl/i. Admitting the plea of sick leave to excuse
the dely that occurred from the 1st November to about the 4th J anuary, the Overseer
would mppear to have taken no action on his return from leave, and it is only on the
17th March, after the officer under whom Mr. Court was serving in October had left
for England on furlough, that Mr. Court has put forward his present claim,

From Colonel E. A. FOORD, R.E,, Superintending Engineer, Bellary, to Captain L. CONWAY- «
GORDON, R.E., Controller of Public Works Accounts, dated Camp at Kooditunny,
26th July 1875, No. 776. :

In forwarding, for audit, the enclosed bill for Rupees 10-2-7, for travelling allowance due to
Mr. Court, Overseer, Hospett Range, for October 1874, I have the honor to state that there is nothing
on record to account for the delay in its submission. The Overseer was on sick leave from the
22nd October to the end of the Christmas holidays, and on his return he should have in J 2nuary
last, when Mr. Lyon was in charge of the range, taken steps about his travelling allowance. But
instead of doing 8o, he waited until Mr. Lyon’s departure on leave to Europe, and then set forth his
claim to travelling allowance on the 17th March 1875, or two and a half months after his return .
to duty. Had Mr. Liyon been here he would have explained the reason why no travelling allow- .
ance was claimed on behalf of Mr. Court. g
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