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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
4th August 1875.
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No. 38. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. I. M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Lieutenant-Colonel

J. MULLINS, R.E., Officiating Secretary to Government, Public Works :
Department, dated Madras, 27th July 1875, No. 418 ;— -

L

‘

I ravE the honor to forward, for the information of Government, a note* by the

~'.--,,.v..<,

* Dated 26th July 1875, Deputy Consulting Engineer upon the
South-west Line of the Madras Railway,
which has been recently inspected by Lieutenant Coaker.

PR

e

PP W i T D S N P U NS ¥ S SR LTI W S

Note on an Inspection of the South-west Line, Madras Railway, 10tk to 24t% July 1875.

ith the exception of the line between Pothanore and Beypore, the condition of which has .
already been brought to notice, the whole of the permanent-way is in excellent order, and
thoroughly ballasted up ; no where did I observe tie-bars or sleepers exposed. ‘I'he mixed road
between Pothanore and Palghaut is still very rough, but every endeavour is being made to bring :
this up to standard, and an improvement may be looked for soon. The ghaut between 312} and .
319} miles is being relaid throughout with ereosoted pine sleepers, which should make a good road
for many years. The road appears somewhat rough between Cootipooram and Tiroor.

2. The fencing s in good order throughout, the station premiscs aroe generally clean, and
the latrines properly attended to. ’

3. The Shevax:oy Hills night S'ignal is now readily visible, the trees which obscured it having
been lopped. I noticed that the eadt distant signal at Jollarpett on the 24th instant was not

horizontal when it should have shown danger, and might possibly have been mistaken for caution
the wire apparently requires tightening up. ’
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4. The line of telegraph appears to be in good order ; in the 222nd and 223rd miles renewals
are being made with Siemen’s iron standards, e .

5. Protective works are being carried out in the 135th and 136th miles,
caused by the bursting of tanks in September 1874, The masonry work for s
at the Tiger Rock on the Bangalore branch has made good progress.

6. The new portion of the Gooriathum bridge, consisting of eight 30 feet arches, and one
irregular girder opening, is in a fair way to completion. The pier work is practioa]ly, finished ; .
five arches are turned, two in progress, and one not commenced. The work appears to be of th; P
very best quality, and the bridge may be expected to be ready for traffie by the 1st September
at the latest. ‘ :

7. The new bridge of two 30 feet girder openings at Mailputty will be completed in about a L’{J p
fortnight. The Wholie of the masonry is done with the exception of two courses in the east abut- :
ment, two pairs of girders are in position, and the others at the site, 1:’

8. 'The protecti.ve works 'to the Palar, Poiney, and Goorjathum bridges are almost stopped
pending the preparation of revised plans in accordance with the recommenda

] e tionsof the Company’s
Consulting Engineer 1n England. The only work in hand is the sinking of a few wells fn tj;,e ( ‘

where damage was . ;
ecuring the boulders

3

+
L O T 1 DU e o u

-y kl
SR ke

v

- O
N P N T PP }

g3

A

.

up-stream side of the Palar bridge. pil
. : o ‘»Ea

. Mapras, : (Signed)  'W. H. COAKER, Lieutenant, R.E., s
26tk July 1875. ‘ Dy, Consulting Engineer for Railwcays. “ 2]
6: ‘if;"a‘;
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Bl for Railways,
ot
L, e To -
s 2T The Secretary to Government,
T ) P. W. Department,
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