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Proceedings of the Madras Government; Public Works Department,
29tk July 1875.

No. 825.  Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. H. . SITAW.
STEWART, R.E,, Consulting Enginecr for Railways, to Lieutenant-Colonel
J. MULLINS, R.E, Officiating Secretary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Madras, 12th July 1875, No. 387 :—

ADVERTING to the Proceedings of Government, under date the 20th April 1875,

No. 1,113, I have the honor to forward a

letter®* from the Agent of the Madras
Railway upon the condition of the aloe fencing in the Malalar District. I have
delayed the submission of this letter until I was able to report from personal inspec-
tion upon the condition of the fencing, and I can now state that, after careful
examination, I could detect no spot at which even & Malabar cow could obtain access
to the“iailway, either by breaking through or leaping over the line of aloes.

2. The length of railway within the Malabar District is about 90 miles. The
portion to the east of Palghaut, about 16 miles in length, is fenced with aloes and
stone walls. DBetween Palghaut and Wootapolliem, about 19 miles, the fence
consists of aloes only; and between Wootspolliem and Beypore, about 65 miles,

-the aloe fence is supplemented by an iron wire fence, 3 feet in height, and furnished
with five wires. The portion alluded to by Mr. Macgregor, in Lis letter No. 22,
dated the 1st April 1875, lies between Palgheut and Wootapolliem, where, as men-

“tioned above, the fence is formed of aloes only. At the time of my inspection there
Wwas not one gap in the line of aloes ; the plants were healthy, strong, and large ; and
in most places there was a double row of plants. I do not think it possible that any
cattle could at that time have passed over or through the fence.

3. There can, however, be no doubt that gaps are often made in these fences;
and there can be equally little doubt that these gaps are made by the ryots, in order
that their cattle may find easy access to the excellent pasture which is to be found
Prmgindi: of Government, J udicial Depart- ;::Il;n]:?; ;Zlflc‘,:ygfences. Itn the dx:;ft

» dated 19th September 1872, No. 1,276. s overnment upon the

3rd September 1872, it was suggested

t?lat the head of every village through which the railway passes should be held respon-

sible for the due protection of the railway fences from wilful injury within the limits
of his village ; but the suggestion did not meet with the approval of Governwmert,

4. -One great difficulty with which the Railway officials Lave to coutend in
Prosecuting cases of cattle trespass under Sections 19 and 20 of Act XXV. of 1871 '
lies in the difference of opinion to be found among the District Magistracy as
to what constitutes a fence “guitable for the exclusion of cattle.”” Mr. Macgregor
condemns vegotable fencing as inefficient, and is of opinion that only stone
walls and iron wire fencing can be deemed suitable for the exclusion of cattle,

Another Magistrate, throughout whose district the railway is furnished with an
excellent wire fence, condemns it as incfficient ; and writes of it that ¢ it is the owners
of the animals and not the Railway Company that have the right to complain” when
cattle are run over. Under such circumstances it is in many cases extremely diffcult
for the Railway officials to secure convictions in cases of cattle trespass, They have
gone to the expense of providing fences which have been passed by the Consulting
Engl.naer as efficient and suitable for the exclusion of cattle ; but they find that the
Magtsﬁrat'_es refuse to recognize the Consulting Engin

* No. 597, 4th June 1875,

eer’s opinion, and set up varyirg
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» however, meet with approval,

o,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th July 1875.

Assistant Magistrate were made by the ryots to enable them to drive their cattle on to the line
for the sake of the good pasture to be found on the railway slopes.

“A gang of men is kept constantly at work for the purpose of keeping the fences in good
order, and watchmen are heavily fined when gaps in the fencing are found on their lengths.

“I cannot agree with Mr. Macgregor when he states that ¢ a crying injury is daily inflicted
on the agricultural community who are unfortunate enough to live near the railway so long as
this imperfect form of fence is continued.’

‘It appears to me that the * crying injury’ is to the Railway Company, whose efforts to
maintain an efficient fence are rendered futile by the mischievous action of the ryots.”

opinion upon this sub t of India entitles me to express an

e By e Ty b | : D b T e f e L vy
over or :h;f ugh the eXiSting fences, Whetll‘f:f at‘:ixlszei((i)mn' : riies from animsls gett'in & :i(:;lt g::t;;:tlzh:;q‘;z:i:{;n:l;?a:ept tlfeete:tl;:ony of the line watchmen sng insist ;lpon
OTr Vvege o ns1s 1 . . .

nnimai ;ei;gli:fl?slsiy d*:;, : rule, cageg .0f cattle trespass Oarztozzls::n:i’thlgnb;vize; the attendance of the Inspectors or their Assistants.

through gates left open 1, nt}fn e line for grasing Purposes, or by their straying :

punishable, under Section 20 ofeAI::{glil%;ence of the villagers. The former offence is i No. 826. OrpEr THEREON, 29th July 1875, No. 2,212.

-Bection 23 of At XVIIL of 1854, a er:r - of 187.1’ by a fine of Rupees 50 ; and, under Tee Honorable the Governor in
an accommodation gate i liable to’a in)m.lon convicted of omitting to shut and fasten RAILWAY, No. 82. Council is not disposed to sanction s
of the cattle founq trespassing is liable tl ar penalty; in addition to which the owner . modification of the Rules which were
XX\"- of 1871. But thege Sectiong : : ﬁ{: ° of Rupees 10 under Section 19 of Act | ‘ approved in G. 0., No. 970, dated 28th March 1873, for the provision and mainte-
provided with fences suitable for the :xnl @ enforced only in the ease of railways nance of railway fences, by the adoption of the provisions suggested by the Con.
different parts of the Presidency get up thc‘usmn ° cattle; and when Magistrates in sulting Engineer. The preservation of railway fences from injury will, in the opinion
tutes an efficient fence, and refuge to reco»:?r OWn Varying standardg of what consti- of the Governor in Council, be best secured by frequent periodical inspections and
Government to inspect the railway fencb ze the opinion of the officers appointed by : reports on their condition by the Railway employés. It is presumed that depart-

mental rules on the subject exist ; but they should be stringent in their nature and

. . officialg .
means light. Taking inte consideration tl};e ris]ililfs !0 securing convietions is by no
5

of great loss to the Railway Companies . erious danger to the public, and

cattle t
Dment, both for Tespass, I trust that some

from wilful injury, and for securing, on the part of th
e

pretation as to what constitutes a fence ¢¢ gy MagiStmcy » 3 uniform inter-

* Dated 14th February,

t+ »  2nd March,

h
» 14th do. APPened® to e east of Palghaut, and

‘ ;}‘r:rt;:ti“ieen WOOtapolliem and Beypore.
Palghaut and Wootapolliem, on the portion of line q]] ;;:g fzu; czies occurred between
¥ Mr. Macgregor.

———————

From R. B. ELWIN, Exq., Agent and Mana ‘
’ ’ ger of the Magr. :
Colone! J. H. AL SHAW-STEWART, R.E, Consulagn?;;w?y Company, to Lieut..
Madras, 4th June 1875, No. 597. ® “0gincer for Railways, dated

Government, No. 1,113, dated the 20th April 1875, 1 h’aVe .th »and to the Prooeedingl of
Chief Engineer has written to me as follows :—— ¢ i

“The Resident Engineer, 4th Division, South-west Line
between Palghaut and Wottapolliem there can be no doubt that th

conlition as could be desired, but at the same time he stateg that e o0 fonca iy 10t in 80 good

the gaps notigeq by the Head

Protecting the railway fences

» Teports that in ‘aome places ’

rigidly enforced. The Government will be glad to be furnished with a copy of any °

rules which may be in operation. Accommodation gates at which gatekeepers are
not stationed should be so hung as to be self-closing ; and the use of cow-catchers will
reduce the chance of serious accident to a minimum.

(True Extract.)

Major, R.E,,
0fg. Joint Secretary to Government,

’ .

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
» Judicial Department.

Exd. 8. T. Austin.
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