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Proceedings of ‘the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

“

20t July 1875. , .

- -

No. 801  Read the following letfer from Licutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER,

. R.E., District Enginecr, Madura, to Lieutenant-Colonel.J. MULLINS, R.E,,

"% Officiating Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dateq -
Madura, 20th July 1875, No. 1,518:— .

-

%

I BavE the honor to request you will be so good as to ascertain from the Govern-
"ment if the President or Vice-President of Local Fund Boards are at liberty to obtain "
any information they choose to ask for from the Range Officers of the district without
my knowledge or consent on matters which I had myself submitted to their Boards for

disposal. .
2. The circumstance which Las given riseto this letter are briefly these: As

loig ago as 1869-70, it was proposed to construct a road from Pulney to Dharapooram,
and work appears to have been begun in 1870-71 onsome kind of an estimate prepared

D for & line which was not adopted.  Captain Pennycuick, at one time the Range Officer, .

found it necessary to incur the expense of comstructing several more masonury workas
on the new line, but nothing was done to reyise the estimate, and work was allowed to
. proceed until the grant was exhausted in 1873-74. Mr. Hawksworth sent me his

*  revised estimate and comparative statement in November 1874, and, on the 4th of that .'-;'«a:f ¥

month, I sent it on to the Local Fund Board, mercly remarking there had been great,r . o
delay in the matter, but that Mr. Ilawksworth had had o very large range-to lobﬂ":ﬂ*} <
aftor ; the excess was about 12 per cent. oyer the original estimate of Rupees 14,300, *.
which had boendeparted from, the line changed, no proper surveys or lévels taken, .
the work enlled for to be vigorously proceeded with, the Range Officers changed three = - -
+ or four times, and the Overscers nearly as often ; as it had taken nearly four years to
oonstruct some nino miles of road in an open undulating country, I considered the
best thing to do was to complete tho work as soon as possible and give tho district the

benefit of a good roud, as only one mile remained to be finished. ;

8. I heard no more of this matter till the 20th May last, when the Vice-President
submitted & long minuto on the subject to the joint Boards, entering into all kinds
- of details, regarding which I had no information, and could only obtain some from the
only Overseer remaining in the district, which I at once offered to do, and have since
scut i, but it was ouly the other day I ascertained that Mr. Bliss had obtained and
used against the members of this department, information from Mr, Hawksworth with-
out my knowledge and cousent, and as I do not think the Government are likely to
approve of such proceedings, I beg you will be good enough to obtain thejr orders and
instructions in the matter as soon as possible, as I need hardly point out it ig quite
impossible to work a department under the Government if the local head is to be get
asido in this manner, and the more so when it was well known to the Vice-President
what difficulties and trouble I had to get Mr. Hawksworth to attend to eny work or
duties at all, and it is quite clear from Overscer Mr. Fonseca's explanations that
Mr. Ilawksworth gave himself no {rouble to ascertain the real facts and circumatances
of an estimate which he bad taken chargo of and had a loug time in hand.

4. The position of this department in regard to the Local Fund Board should, .
+ I consider, be defined particularly as regards the Dindigul Circle, as tLis Board at-
the dictation of the Vico-President pass resolutious directing the smallest possible

.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20th July 1875.
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» and creating far more loss o time
and money than amateyr engineeri i

9., The slightest deviation
never mind by whom it is made,
Vice-President admits he makes
carries out, taking care not to exce
if the thing js « unprincipled
other, simy

from an estimate is declared to be
or for what purpose or o,
wh

unprincipled,
ject § at the same time the
at clianges he likes in the estimates he himself
ed the grants, but I would respectfully submit that,

in the one case, it canuot Lo considared right in the
1y because it is not likely to be found out and is carried oyt |

fessional officer over whom there is no check of control,

Government in such mattery, as the objections raived were
it was far better not to lose time in discussing them :
ment are to be set asido and over-ridden jn this oy have Ieft the
diatrict, it i3 impussibl«} to expect murh intere taken by them in Local Fund
works. In the work now complained of during the four ¥earsor more, it hay been under
construction in the Viee-President’s own taluqs, ho himeclf having repeatedly seen it
Lo objections were raiscd till the 20th May last, seven menths nftor g)e revised eatimate
fur it had been sent in, and all this time no work way doing, and then only after every
oflicer connected with it hiad left the distriet or gome hown, and wWithout one wopd of

T any ene of they, except Mr, Hawks-
was really fely, surely it was advinablo
and to ascertain, after q),4 line had bLeen
and effect the object for whick it had been

'Y a non-pro-
bed troulling the
in generz] most tritling, and
but if the offiea
manner long afyep 1)
st can hLe

I have avof

rs of this depart-

worth. If any interest for tho public service
to move in the matter somewhat earlier,

changed, if the grant was likely to suffice
given,

No. 802. Orprr THEREON, 201)) July 1875, No. 2,200,
. IN the aboy
ESTABLISIIMENT, No. 0. 1¢ above Jot

neery, Madura, bring

ter the District Ingi-
. 1 1o notico that the
\'nco-l’rnidm}t, Local Fypq Boards, has
called upon a Range Officer for information regarding ay estinntg submitted to the
Board by the District Eugineer, without his knowledga, ang aleo that the Vice.
President admits Lie makes what changes he likes in 1) “Mimates b carriey out, taking
care not to exceed ¢ho grants; and pointing out tle difficulticy },q eXpericnces in
carrying on works under these circumstances, he asky for the Ordorg of Government oy

the subject.

2. It is observed that in Rule XTLIL, Local Fund Rules, it iy Mated tha 1hq
President may cither arrange for .tho execution of & work i anticipation of Banetion o
may apply to the Range Officer (mformmgt'he Superintcnding Engiceer that bo Lag
done 80), and it should be inferre(_l from this that, when the President to aave ¢
epplies for any information regardin ’ ime,

8 a0 estimate to t),,, Rangq O
) o T brte T . : “er, ho should also
Ay tending Engineer (or District [ > ‘ ' 8
inform the Buperintending Engineer ( Engiucer) of 1 Procecdingy,

, honty; and in the
9 grante Wl W

5 will arise wlyey unagtl, Srnted ‘.’)’ '1 ublic Works

made, bR LV TR demhnm Lave Leen

B e T NUNIR,

< /

A

ngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
Froceedinge & 29th July 1875.

A

rtment, with a view to the
i ferred to the Revenue Depa with .
1. T: X :ngzti:xrgwclgl:; r:n for explanation, and to orders being issued to ensur
ice-Presiden . . fon,
t‘;}‘: eLocal Fund Rules being adhered to in futur

(True Extract.)

Major, R.E,,
0fy. Joint Secretary to Government.

t.
the Revenue Departmen
To e Distriot Engineer, Madurs.

11

Erd. A. Grubert.
Bpare Copies
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