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Madras Government, Publfz'ci Works 'Department,

95th January 1876. -

Proccedz'ng& of the

Y

B . .« ' I
Ty o . [

B . ". ) B oo . . L
No. 436. Read the following e}dbrse?ﬁé.nt of the Private Secretary to the Right -
- Honorable the Governor, dated 5th J anuary 1875 :— .

MACFADYEN; Esq.:'idha:iiman of the Chamber of Commerce, " to
Captain A. AWDRY, Private Secretary to the Right Honorable the
Governor, Fort St. George, date}d Madras, 31st December 1874."

Hobart is khow‘n to

" From_P.

© . TaE warm personal“interest that His Excellency Lord

tako in the Madra .
jnform him that they have been advised by tt}éj? late Chairman, who is now in
"England, that, appreciating justly the great importance of giving an impartial
" hearing to any proposal for. removing the repyoach attaching to the present -
exposed state of the whole Eastern Coast of India, the Secretary of State has :
\ taken the matter in hand himself in such a manner as to justify the Chamber’s
hope of his oventually deciding in favor of Mr. Parkes’ project. B.ut the Chamber
regret to learn that that project has excited opposition not only in Caleutta but
¢ glsoin London, ction with the apprehended necessity of requiring

!, shipping to bear th _t}}e proposed work. The

~ owerful shipping int !

chiefly in conne
o bulk of the charge for interest on
nterest of London especially has bﬁr ,n alarmed at the alleged '

y i't_)b'a:bility of having

to choose between paying the gV' ater part
R 7 /

of the cost of the

A .

. paflﬁb’dr a
.« may be most fairly call

out, the advantt
‘- questi

A, Te <

g eet e Syt

ad of giving this port a wide berth.
9. The Chamber can ‘sympathise with the anxiety of ship-owners without
ghutting their eyes to the justice of the argument that ships frequenting this port

ed upon to bear a portion at least of the expense entailed' ..
ro’qection"of the harbour ; nor would the ‘ship-o'w;nei'a
themselves pretend to 82y that, in event of Mr. Parkes’ scheme being carried
ages accruing from it would not be worth paying for. The
on'is what propblrtion of the anticipated expenditure for interest and main-
tenance the ghipping can be reasonably called upon -to -pay. Ship-owners in
England are not as ready as the Chamber could wish to give the subject the

" attentive consideration it deserves at their hands; bl\lt"this is hardly ‘surp;ising, '

. gince Madras is only one among a large number of ports with which ‘they have:
comxﬁercialfl‘elations,— and they may very, fairly expect each por{;‘t‘q—acﬁt)r:nplish its
own yimprovément without external assistance. ‘Al! they contend for-isithat any
ch imposes a crushing burthen on their ships justifies prima Jacie

their opposition. ‘Even the Suez Canal was '{).rojecté.d, commenced, and carried
to'a triumphant, completion :without-‘the Bntl‘h'shlp-owner‘s,, to whom it was

. Jestined to be of _paramount 1mportance, manifesting any sustained interest in the
gcheme ; yeb jmmediately §hg canal was opened they vied'with one gnother to reap
its full advantages. The Chamber are satisfied that such ship-owners as have been
familiarized by costly or anxious experience with the perils of our anchorage at -

certain seasons of the year would congratulate themselves on obtaining immunity

from the risks that their ships at present run ;~but"pen'd‘ing that desirable consum-. ;

"mation they are ‘incredulous of the poss'}bility ‘of ‘the scheme being carried out,
- and they cannob afford the ‘time requisite to master the details with the view of
.~ grriving atan unbiassed judgment. Meanwhile, they are keenly alive to the import- ‘

~ gnce of ‘protecting themselves against beibg called’ upon {o defray the chief portion

- - - P . A

by the provision of the p

*

,improvement whi

i

1 o .
N

s Harbour scheme encourages the Chambet to request you to 3
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‘1A - :;‘n R : pe T ; T —‘:,‘."‘{:t -y . -’ i I3 . . . ‘
o - - - , K : ‘« ; Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o Proceedinge e : S - IR b 25th January 1875.
| roceedings ‘qﬁf%e Uadras Gorer. ment, Public Works Department, DL 1 P | I d
’ ST - 25tk Januar, . : Citp e . :
. — — o7y 1876. o SR sri once with a set-off against the new tax. They do not think, however, that the.tm'le
: " of the cost of advantss o - NS . - o al s e for deﬁnitely deciding in what way the impost should be made, whether in
- 'frixitless, therefore :::_:kg‘es‘:nhyh}ch: °t§¢}'ﬂ, W,l"f’a!‘gclyﬁ)articfpgtéﬂ.m . It would be o i . % 5 :;:lflfapoe of a small percent:ge on the value of imports and exports, or of a scale
S . bour project; Wlx’ile iliep'q(;' 8 f‘p-pwn,gx;gﬂto take any trouble about the Madras Har-- N 2 L of charge per package, or a rate per boat load. The tax on the boat load, as the
PR interest cannot b safel 2 0%e, on the o0 hand, the aotiye support of the shipping i } il Acting Collector of Sea Customs showed in his letter of the 30th March, -has the
.- the other hang be uéi‘é’ f:lxpf,’c’t‘e'd, the po werful opposition ‘of that interest must, on - . T iE merit of simplicity and econoniy in.collection, Mr. Webster calculates that 4 tax
U o alarm: W’};‘afe%ér ‘d? against; ar;gthis ¢an only be done by removing the causé * - /‘ Rl of 12 annas a ton on the actual boat tonnage would yield Rupees 1,65,045.. So
el 'pi‘pject, thee iérixi]ariimiltwm'ty of .‘oplmo'n ay exist about the feasibility of the = T 5 Rupee 1 per ton would yield Rupees 2,20,000, which with t};e abOVe-mentxone:d
My p'redecé‘ss‘di-rhas 4,‘éséux{g¢;‘ mqng;sh'p'q“—'n‘e‘,‘f";in their views of a tax on é!_:ippiﬁg-‘ SRR 0t Rupeés 1,30,000 and passenger tolls should more than meet the £ 36,000 that ig
B ;:‘merlché}xtﬁs iwduld dis:a rov Jame of - the Pringipal ship-owners that the Madras - w:t ‘,' e required for interest and sinking fund. The Chamber would', .however, prefer that
‘ir'xg'this"p’or £, ani . fz{; 0,\;0 of any 'tax calculated ¢4 discourage sﬁips from visit- . 2 LA the deteérmination of the mode of raising the sum due in adqmon to the dues'from
) charges of Madras oo % of the Owners hayg frankly, admitted that since the port o b § shipping should not be determined hastily. When the s%up-ov.vners are satl.sﬁ‘ed
a feally efficiont harbo'urv:oalgmqu'addmonal charge for the benefit resulting from } i E ' that the chief burthen will not fall on their ships they will waive the oppqsﬁxon
13 opinion that there will bu 0ot bo Justly resisted The Chamber are quite of e . that now 'imperils the whole project. : R ;
_Tequired, iy additiog ¢, th: :g !:ecessxt "for a heavy tax on shipping, as the funds - - 3 L ' ‘ | i ;
' othexj‘gdurc'es‘,_ o on nbf':m-m Of ships, should bo easily ‘raised from pl - {} ,, © TransFERRED fo the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department;
.3 V 'Phe Chaﬁ]ber d : p o : ] .' . ’} ’ o By prder, x
with their Opinion that s:'n;l: ';:: "got ﬂ\lat}he Govcmment are indisposed to concur i (( ' (Sigped) A. AWDRY,
made by the Stats towardg ¢ 8€r contribution than ordinary port.duesshould be + . .} : ) - Private Secretary.
a8 of only Joeg] Importay 2 Gost Of»a» Ereat public work that cannot be regarded S ‘,3 ; :
brotection of thig coast fro'x;':',e ‘} arbour thqy would’ materially facilitate the g j{ ' No. 437 ‘ OrpER THEREON, 25th January 1875, No. 211.
N 1 = - . . . P 4 " - ) -
!mportance frop, 4 nilitary pox;x‘:s(;?n may; !)9 Tegarded as an outwork of strategical DR SV  No. 30 His Excellency the Governor in
1n the additiona] defence of 4hq publ'n:,w idan_d the whole p residency is interested g r} : CIVIL WORKS, No. 30. Council has given his best attention to
e S -~ ATDMC buildingg of 4 : SRS
ot Tiag Justly obseryeq ¥ the Agir 19 capital
‘ ~9f the 3rd 31, ctin

reh last, thag wpg g o Cting Collect,

the letter from the Chamber of Com.
r seem.}to"be no

r of Sea Cuétoms in his letter

Mg t™
1377
; . [ Tatat)
PP e S L e

nE merce, and fully appreciates the value of the considerations which the Chamber
. R ’ . o . - . -
fon of the b o D doubt gs ¢o the financial suce e has brought to his notice. When the tlmq arrives fO}' the’ﬁ.nal appo.rtxonment ?f
38 for . 'beSt'n?eth'Od" of collecting a revenue is one - the dues, the subject will be carefully reconsidered with a'view to adjust them in )
R . A v ’disazn early_ Qecxsipp." All thﬁt seems 'at.present B *', : such a manner as not to press unduly upon shipping.
T h ; will be j on pa the "™Mnds of shipowners of the idea that / \«_";.: ,}‘ ' (True'Extract-)'
P ng... My 'P!‘edecess‘or considers that mo - - - &? . o
xncreaf;se of 1¢09 annas per ton on presenf.’ } .
s j Y :ﬂ‘opted the revenue derivable from the. ( ‘ 7 )
R y T erence bein : 7.1 er’l : : o
s T At e & had to Mr. AeC. Webster's R Colonel, R.E,,
B 4 -~ - ' § T Secretary to Government.
K AR P ! . ) . 1 S E ‘ . . p
B 'l_,gore:gn steamers” . SR X 223 S VLR o S "‘ . ‘ To the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce. -
L slipe s e T ‘62509 | 443 As, Re. 24512 | At5 A 15, 69,873 i X .+ Marine Department. y
Lo LT . A oo e AN W M ’, ‘ - - 3 ' ) .
- o Native Cragy e gg_?gg JAt3e a7 g;g b da égggz § . L
B ’ o TR A g T L 4,308] 0 40 13a) 4 ;
- N v‘ "; . M' I "::' l»‘f_‘ ‘-‘: 7:_:"- S 'l, L e— . - —.__,-_.. B : _‘:,‘T‘ .: N
=— — SN R Re. 45,542 " - \3.71,33,265 ce ‘
d by dues from other sources, - - LT j] . Ex . ‘ - S
the comn{é;co of the portto - - S k : Spare C‘OP“’"l o - ;
. "The existence of . thp Ilazj- S e ; “j‘
re, .and furnish- merchants at AR e -
Tow ' : :“-’r"‘?:
eg' i : ‘:;:
ST ey ,
me Ty -
K SRR S
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