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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,

€, 21st July 1875.
AN
No 622 Read the following letter from Captain L CONWAY-GORDON, R E ,
Controller of Public Woiks Accounts, to Licutenant-Colonel J MULLINS,

R E, Officiating Secrctary to Government, Public Works Department, dated

Fort 8t George, 25th June 1875, No 29-W —

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of G. 0, No 1,548, dated June 2nd,
1875, requesting the Controller to prcpare, witlun three months, a complete statement
of the Capital and Revenue Accounts of the Madras Water Woiks, and also requesting
that should any delay be anticipated in the preparation of these accounts, a full explana.
tion of the probable cause of delay may be furmished at the carliest possible date,

2 Inreply, I have to inform you that the accounts of this office do not contain
ell the 1nformation required by Government  The sub-journals, a record from wlich
the required mformation should at onco bo forthcoming, have been much neglected il
the last year or two ; 1n fact at one pertod the sub-journals would appear to have been
considered so uscless that Government sanctioned their abandonment, In the only
records of this office avazlablo to me, tho total expenditure on all heads of tho Madras
Water Works is shown m a single Line, without any detail whatever, and the figurcs
entered do not eveu in all cases agice with the annual accounts, The accounts now
required by Government will consequently have to be recompiled step by step from the
progress reports and other original records 1n the Range Oflice, checked, as the work
proceeds, with the annual accounts of the Controller’s Office.

8. I further observe that tho Government have called for a statement of Revenue
outlay from fiftcen ycars before the commencement of improvements.  As the improve-
ments to tho Madras Water Works commenced in the year 1866-67, this will cairy the
tequired accounts of Revenuo outlay back to the year 1851-52,  Tho carhiest accounts
in this offico aro for tho year 1863-G1, so that for twelve ycars out of the fifteen I
cannot guaranteo the production from the records of ths office of any accounts of
Rovenuo outlay, I shall, however, do everything possblo to obtain the 1nformation
required from somo other source 1f possible.

4. I can only promuse that, within the stipulated time, Capital and Revenuo
Accounts of these works shall Lo submutted to Government, which if not altogether
completo shall be as completo as can now bo oblained from existing records. T propose
that the compilation of these accounts Lo earnied out in tho fpllowing way,

6. The Madras Water Works project is, as you are aware, included in the gencra)
list of Irrgation Works in tlus Presudency for wineh Capital and Revenuo Accounts
have Leen ordered to be prepared  Mr, Chnstie, the Deputy Controller, to whom thia
work has been entrusted, has fimished all the preluninary work that can bo dono in this
officc  As soon as a memorandum of nstructions, I have diawn out for his guidance,
has been approved of by the Chicf Ingincer for Irrigation, T am anxious for that part
of his work to bo proceeded with which must be done in the district in personal

communication with the Rango and Nevenuo Officers. N
6. In licu of hus proceeding to the Kistna, as originally decided upon, I Proposq
his undertaking the Changleput District first for th following reasons ;— -

lat —Tho preparation of the Camtal and Revenuo Accounts of he Madras
Water Works as now required by Government, »f done by M, Christie, wyl
form a part of the general scheine, aud thus no labor wall Lo lnst,
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2nd —1It 13 to be anticipated that when practically commenang the preparation
of these accounts a number of munor questions will arise as to detals,
wluch have not been specially provided for, and which must be settled as
the work procceds In the compilation of the accounts of tho first
district, where the greater number of these questions may be expected to
arise, 1t 13, I think, advisable that Mr Christie should be as near head-

quarters as possible, 80 as to be able to discuss these points ] ersonally with
the Secretary to the Board of Rey enue, and with myself

8rd —It will be remembered that, 1n addition to these Irnigition Accounts,
Mr Christie at one time undertook and patly finished a revicion of the
Madras system of Public Worhs Accounts
of India system of Public Works
valuable to me in deal

ing with those differences of procedure which the
Madras range executive system may require

7 For these reasons I am anvious that My Chistie should commence with the
Chingleput District  In fict it s only 1 thg way that T se
eble to meet the wishes of Government with regard to the
Water Works The present 1s the busiest time of the year for a Controller's olico

The annual accounts are under preparation. the offc establishment has been recog-
nized by Government as requiring a thorough re-o1ginisat

hitherto prevented this organization from bLe
like were I to hold out promuses to Gove
accounts of the Madras Water Works by a
such promises could only result in further

¢ any certainty of bewng
accounts of the Madras

1om, but circumstances havo
ing carried out It would bo unbusinesse
tnment, as regards the preparition of tho
ny part of my own oflice establishment, as
disappointment and del vy

8 In the way suggested howey er,
the least, I shall be able to place before G

regard to these accounts within {hree months’ tun

and wathout delaying the general scheme in

c

9 At the commencement of his work 1 the district T would suggost that

Mr Christie beallowed the same scalo of temporary establishment as he was allowed
before, iz, Rs 350 per mensem, vide (1. O, No 134, dated January 15th, 1673,
end for an aggregate temporary establishment to {5 amount for threo months I
have the honor to request the early sanction of Gou crument.  As soon as the preparation
of the Capital and Revenue Accounts of the Madras Irngation Works has made somo

progress, and I have an opportunity of judging what establihment the work really
requires for its rapid and efficient prosccution,

of G O, No 3,103-C, of 3lst Qctober 1874, submut

defimte proposals for the
establishment required

10 I should be obliged by a very early reply

No. 623

ORDER THLREOY, 215t July 1875, No 2,075

Tue Government approve of the
employment of Licutenant Christie 1 tho
manner proposed by the Controller, aund
sanction tlo entertaiument, fur threo

IRRIGATION, No. 51.

Account

“ . - R

In introducing the Government
Accounts, lus experience will be specially

overnment all the mformation available with

I'will in accordance with paragraph 6,
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Proccedings of the Madras Gotrernment, Publioc Works Department,
21st July 1875.

months, of the temporary establishment, at a cost not excceding Rupees 350 a-month
reported to be required

(True Extract )
(S1gned) J O HASTED, Maor, RE,
Ofictaling Joint Secretary to Government,

To tbe Controllor of Publio Works Accounts
n  Clief Engincer for Irngation
w Dovonue Department

Ixd 8 T Austin,
Bpary Copies
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