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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
13th July 1875. ’

Read the following : —
No. 363. MEMORANDUL.

Tue undersigned having inspected the road from Ootacamund to the bridge over

" the Secgur river, submits for the information of Government the following observations

on its ¢condition. - -

The section of the road from Qotacamund to the top of. the ghaut is in tolerably
good order, and without any material increase of expense it may by attention to cross
section, consolidation of materials laid down for repairs, and to surface drainage, be
made quite as good as is necessary. Metalling and gravel should be strictly confined
to the width intended. '

2. Much of the ghaut is very good, but there is a great deal which is extremely
rough, and in its present state quite unfit for conveyances with springs, while for carts
the difficultics arc very considerable. Some improvements can be carried out at a
small expense, and so far as these are desirable in connection with the maintenance of
the ghaut as a cart road they may properly be attended to, but without Incurring a
large outlay it is apparent that this part of the road can never be adapted for fast
traffie, and it would, it is thought, be a great waste of money, seeing how few are
the carriages which annually make use of it, how easy it is to send these up from, or
down to, the Mysoro country, either slowly ¢4 Kulhutty or round by Goodaloor, and
how short is the ghaut which requires to be traversed slowly, -

3. A very considcrable part of the 71 mniles of the Seegur ghaut was originally
cut out of very rocky ground, the rock having been removed generally to a little
below the intended road surface, but in some places it was left above the latter, The
road surface itself was formed over the rough rock with earth and gravel or broken

* stone, but the gradients being at intervals very stcep, the heavy rains which recur

gonerally twice a yecar wash away the surface and leave the rock mors or loss
exposcd. A radical defect in the ghaut is the steepness of gradient and jts inequality
Whero the gradient is moderate, and some parts of the road aro nearly flat, the

roadway is generally good. |

4. Tor whatever purpose the ghaut bo maintained, the first essential ig good

and sufficient drainage, in respect of which there is room for improvement, Wter

should pass off the road surface at once, and as soon ag possible be conducted away

from the road altogether.  Owing to the trace of the ghaut the same drainage from
“5

the hill sides crosses the road, in many cases, more than once, and it necds to be

regularly conducted throughout its course until it has crossed the road for the last
time. In intimate connection with this subject are the cross sectioning of - the road
the selection of material for bringing it to its proper level, and the consolidation of 'zli
material laid down. 'Matcrial put on the road without consolidation can do but lit;‘e
good, in dry weather it turns to dust, and in the rains is washed awav and it ~~‘1:
aleo be more or less a nuisance to the traffic. & -

5. The D_istrict Lngineer states that the maintenance allowance is Runees 100
a mile, cquivalent to not more, and probably less, than 50 Rupces in the low icouhtr 7
and with this it is certainly impracticable to keep up the ghaut road properly I)ts,
condition, however carefully managed, must depend upon the provision <->f an
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adeqaate amount of money, and the present grant will not prevent its deterioration, ‘ g ) . L .
and no improvement of importance can be carried out without a special allctment for ; j ~ NN ‘ R %o
- the restoration of the roadway to a fairly eflicient state. ! ]
' !
Ooracarrox, (Signed)  JOIIN MULLINS, Licut.-Colonel, RE, o . "
- 2Gth June 1875. Officiating Chief Lngineer, P.VV.D. - -
. oo
o, 364. Orz - 20N, 13th July 1875, No. 1,991. R '
[ LY ” ”- T "- 4 : i ;
CIV % WORKS, No.27. |~ Tu= District Engincer, Nilgiris o
will prepars and submit an estimate for e
carrying out such moderate improve- {' i
ts to, and restor- ‘he Scegur ghaut as will obviate the defects noticed in the } Pt
foregoing memo.nad.m, . . make it as goed for cart {raffic as the circumstences of the’ ! ! % ;
- ghaut and the aecessity for keeping expenditure &3 low a3  ossible will admit of. s '
(True Extraet.) § |
(Signed) J. 0. HASTED, Major, R.E,, , : | .
Officiating Joint Secretary to Government. . éx * ) .
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