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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
) ) 10t June 1876. LT

No. 219. Read the following lotter from Tieutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER, R.E., l

District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Madura, 4th May 1873,
No. 899 :—

1 mAvE the homor to acknowledge receipt of G. O. of the 20th April 1875,
N il b d
1 Comparative Statement. No. 1,118, and to request you will be goo

1 Estimate. enough to submit the following explana-
“\ 1 Service Register, with two enclosures.  ¢ions to the G overnment.

o
!
K
&

2. T regret the Government ghould consider me to blame for altering the
dimensions of the Racquet Court as given by the Consulting Arclitect, which is what
1 presume is meant by the allegation in paragraph 9 of the above Government Order,
but as this entailed no extra cost but effected a considerable saving, I did not think it
was likely to be objected to, if 2 Racquet Court 72 X 42 as originally estimated for were
to cost Rupees 4,200, then a Court 71 x 36 at the same rates would cost only Rs. 3,680,
and the Government could not have beent put to any additional expense. The su ggestion
to alter the dimensions was made by Captain Pole, R.L., one of the best players in
India, who said it was wasting money to make alarger Court, and at a meeting c?f the
Racquet Court Committee, at which Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts was present, this was

- assented to by all the members on my putting this question directly to them.

3. The original estimate as ganctioned in Gt 0. of the 8th December 1873,
No. 2,962,* was for Rupees 4,200, and this
was sent to you with my letter of the 11th
January 1875, No. 4,177. I regret to say 1 find that in my letter of thq 26th December
1874, No. 4,132, thereis a clerical error to the effect that the estimate for Rs. 4,700
did not include land compensation. . .

4. Now, as regards the preparation of the revised estimate for Rupees 1,410,
I have to observe Colonel Roberts has misrepresented the facts in paragraph 18 of his
letter to the Government. When I found the provisions of the original estimate were
so utterly inadequate, I ordered, verbally, the Sub-Engineer in charge of the Madura
Range to prepare a revised estimate and comparative statement ; this was on the Sth
December 1874, and on the 24th idem he sent me the accompanying comparative
statement (A), with his letter No. 758 of that date, in compliance, as he admits ¢ with
my verbal instructions ;" as he was all along in communication with Colonel Roberts,
it is but natural to suppose the fiction about my personal instructions to the Overseer
is his own concoction, and Licutenant-Colonel Tioberts does not hesitate to adopt such
a proceeding without giving any authority for the same, and in paragraph 15 of this
same letter objects to my accepting the mere ipse dizit of the Palace Overseer ; further,
in his letter of the 22nd December 1874, No. 754, the Sub-Engineer asked for orders
what he was to do pending the gubmission of the revised estimate, as the grant would
lapse. As the Government are aware by G. O. of the 20th April 1875, No. 1,131,
what steps Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts was taking to promote their interests whilst
here on leave, it is unnecessary for me to add any further comments.

5. When I received the comparative statement mow sent, revising the estimate
to Rupees 4,700, I saw at once the whole thing was a farce, and scratched it out with
my pencil, sent for the Palace Overseer, and made out the revised one for Rupees 7,410;
which includes Rupees 500 for land compensation ; deducting this the cost is Rupees

* . 0., 7th February, No. 303.
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veedings of the Madras Gosernment, Public Works Dq),zrtlncrzt.
— 10th June 1875.
/
6’000, and ) :
) r. C . . . ; bo¥
1t came ¢, pass th}::hdm 8 approximate estimate for the work was Rupees 6’100 ’

ent I am upghle toﬂli OIr‘.glnal estimate for Rupees 4,200 was submitted t.O gf;‘;:r:ﬂ
estimate for Rupees 9 -gomn’ the_m?l‘e soas I found in the records of this 1 plan
- 38 Papers conpect )du,a. for. a eimilar structure at Bangalore on the standar plone
Foberts in this of;‘ . "ith this fact were duly communicated to Licutemmt’covm‘
Signieantly 1o o\ o T of the 22nd February 1875, No. 4,827, who B39 ¥ -
* nored these alty 3vther, and, though requested to return them for eco

e . oattel
10 hich they belo“f—.‘«’, he has taken no further notice of this m8
the other paper

Similar yopy and mateyig] 3; and there is absolutely nothing to “ho‘:;; 1m
W lately beeq bere Tl at_M“dUm should cost 100 per cent. less. Mr. t-)CfL
bim, ang he hLag ' an.d I laid the whole facts and circumstances of the mattel 7
‘ba?mmlsed to explain the same to the Government before goicé
6. Now, as t)opt(ixr:%“y‘ satisfied with the estimate a9 revised by me- B) P
s Lieutenant Gre;:ahcr of rates, I beg to transmit an original estxmfiwl(lt g
similar wop - ﬂ; flnd‘ cuuntersigned by Livutc-n:int-Coloncl Roberts, €0
’ ; Lm‘f} f‘:"' cut-stone work allowed in this is BBPC"f‘ . ;on®
\Q\,..yet lt‘lso"bjet'ted that my rate of Rupees 1-4-0 lthﬂ for
. Asslstant ]Lngu)((xr in chare- of the I‘.ailway wuld do
1t hag becn, 5110“-1; fal‘\l ur‘f) 42123 a cubic foot, whilst I wanted Rupees 33
8 With the pyt, R Government that the actual cost was really Itupees

to the
2Ceord; in . . ame
OTEUNg to the gy 1 the Bangalore tacquet Court estimate for the 8877 o
eyt ndard play ; smans

E U . it would thus appear that ¢ some gl‘Osf’ mi owi‘h

%" were at work in Madura before I hiad anything to 191, it
receipt of G. 0. of the 29th April 1878, X0 I
to notice the matter further; if I had not had esP’
1ees clse ’

. ) .11, that asy

g ler \y:, W here, I should not have believed it possitl® t o
lett, © D Tregar] to i: 'T"' 8 (“m“mi“i‘)l\ rould have Stoopod to such I’rtwﬂdlioto o]
€T of the gy, March ]xgjor:p‘““‘lﬁ()n aad change of site, I have to refer yoin pich

0, A- 5 - . r

T complaipg that 1, 0-9,007, forwarding a letter from the Collectely

U3 View
(‘en dUﬂe .
2L then v €ven up tq ¢
~ with t1:.
1874 No. ] . this lettcr 14 th
- 1942, was n,

miﬂly y L woy]

748
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he precent time 1 request you will be £0 g’OKh 10
, e Government. Copy of letter in G. U4~
fent to the CWMlector,

p: ¥
d crave to sulin, ’ :

ita few remarks in regard - mate by
ssly stiematized as excceding every cst;ressed.w
i3 service register (), a copy of a letter ad i B
-Colonel Roberts, and the testimonial & veﬂnl ed for
ich it will be quite apparent bow very unt‘” ccted 1
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
10th June 1879. '

estimate a year or two hence, a very common practice with him both in Mad:r:handﬂl:
Tinnevelly, as Mr. Rundall informed me when lat.ely here; and I trus 1 ensure
Government will be pleased to exonerate this subordinate from the unrr%ente cell(l1 e
passed on him, as he only acted in obedience to My ort%ers after I had.smd i };Wou e
allow this system of revised estimates to go on Whe.n ;f W;«S quite evident the orig
estimates were wrong as soon as the work was put 1o hand. o

9.t Iwrequest yzu will be good enough to return to me all the original dgcl’:mel::;:
which accompany this letter when no longer required by the Government, and give
final orders as regards the Racquet Court estimate.

P.S.—In paragraph 13 of his letter, Lieuteuant-Colone! Robert.s fld.mxts :chte
specification was prepared after the plan and estimate was sanctmne.d this 1§ E?yo:rbu;
I believe ; the plan, Mr. Chisholm’s, and specification were sent here in Marc ,h :
the estimate was sanctioned in December 1873, for the standard plan see paragraph o-

2. TIn paragraph 16 Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts says the rates fm: cl.1t-.stoner ::':
Rupees 13-8-0 and Rupees 33-12-0 a cubic yard for similar worl, !)ut this 13 m(:’?drdb ’
one is for cut-stone and the other-is for face dressed stone, as particularly provided by

" Mr. Chisholm in his specification.

e ——————————

ORDER THEREON, 10th June 1875, No. 1,632. .

s honorable the Goves aor in Council
declines to modify his Order No. 1,1.18,
of 20th April, and desires that the revised
estimate sanctioned therein shall be carried out to completion. . - Leth

2. The Range Officer, it would appear from Lieutenant-(.}olonel F1schel: 8 ?11 G:‘;
was 1o party to the increase of rates demanded by his s’ubordmate, whom ‘?1 V:;‘ o
left to supervise in the execution of the work according to those approved by the

uperintending Engineer.
; Pe; It W:s no‘cg the alteration of " dimensions of the Court to which the Honorable
the Governor in Council took exception in paragraph 2 of the Govern.ment Order al.)ove
quoted, as assumed by Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer; but, as 'stated in that. ordeir n 80
many words, the alterations in the Consulting Architect’s designs and specifications.

4. Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer's remarks at the close of paragraph 6 o.f his 'let{;:er
are utterly unwarrantable. The Government have frequexftl?r had to notice ;m aill'
impropriety in the tone of this officer’s correspondence, and it is expected that he Wi
refrain from all discourtesy in his official communications.

(True Extract.)

No. 220.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 25-A.

Major, R.E,,
0fg. Joint Secretary to Government.

To the Distriet Engineer, Madura.

Exd. S.'T. Austin.
Spare Copies
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