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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
oth June 1875.

No. 207. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel J. . M. SHAW-
STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Lieutenant-Colonel
J. MULLINS, R.E., Officiating Secrctary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Madras, 20th May 1875, No. 201:—

Ix continuation of my letter, No. 258, dated the Tth instant, T have the honor to
enclose a letter* from the Agent of the’

*
No. 612, dated 18th May 1875. South Indian Railway, giving cover to an
extract of a letter from his Board upon the question of the break of gauge between the

broad and narrow gauge systems.
2. It wil] be seen that the Directors hold the same opinion 2s their Agent,

ok @

viz., that the break of gauge should be at Erode, and that it is not desirable to make
over to the Madras Railway Company the cection between Trichinopoly and Erode.

—

From W. 8. BETTS, Esq., Agent of the South Tndian Railway, to "Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. M.
SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railweys, dated Negapatam, 18th
May 1875, No. 612.

Ix continuation of my letter, No. 480, of the 95th of March last, I forward, herewith, for the
information of Government, an extract from Managing Director’s letter, No. 36, dated the 23rd
ultimo.

9. Tt will be scen that the Board of Directors consider the gauge of the South Indian
Tailway should be uniform throughout its system, and that it would not be & good arrangement
to make over to the Madras Railway Company the section between Trichinopoly and Erode.

e————

_ SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY.
Ecxtract from Board letter, dated London, 23rd April 1875, No. 36,
nt, Public Works Department, 17th March 1875,

Nos. 444-5, forwarded with your letter under reply, it is observed that the Government of India

in their despatch to the Madras Government, dated 22nd February 1875, No. 491 R., remark as

follows :—¢ As to whether Trichinopoly or Erode should be the point for the break of gauge, the
that the question msy be re-opened

Government of India agree with the Government of Madras

and determined on its merit.” . _
9. The Directors considered that this point had been definitely settled, and in proof that no
hat the entire question was well weighed and

hasty or divided opinion was armived at, but ¢ i )
considered, it may be desirable briefly to recapitulate what has already taken placein regard to it.

3. TIn letters from the India Office, dated 16th October 1873, copies of a despatch and
enclosures from the Government of India (No. 170, 21st August 1873) were forwarded to the
Boards of the Great Southern of Tndia and Carnatic Railway Companies for consideration. From
these papers it appeared that, in the opinion of the Government of Madras and of the Railway
Officers, it was desirable that the entire line from Negapatam to Erode should be converted from
the 5 67 to the metre gauge. '

4. The subject was referred to the Consulting Engineers, and their joint report was submitted
at a meoting of the Committee of the two Companies (held on 4th November 1873) who recom-
mended to their respective Boards the adoption of the views expressed therein, viz., that it was

desirable, in the best interests of the Company, that the existing railway (from Negapatem to

Erode) should be altered to the narrow gauge. The DBoards by formal Resolutions approved and
that effect was conveyed to the Secretary of

adopted this recommendation, and an intimation to
State, who, upon a consideration of the whole circumstances, decided that the line should be

converted to the metre gauge up to Erode.

Ix the Proceedings of the Madras Governme
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- and are unable to conceive any good reason fo

* at, and they are still of opinion that the whole length
" metre gauge, thus making the entire Railway embrace
_ of one uniform standard.

s | — s

- Proceedings of t/:e Mm’ms Goaermnenf Public Works
Oth June 1875.

5. The Board are unaware of the grounds upon which the present diseys

r departing from the conclusiong
at after much deliberation and with entire unanimity.

6. They would not consider it a good arrang
Trichinopoly to Erode to the Madras Railway Com

1sion commenced,
which were arrived

ement to make over the porlion of line from
pary, as has now, for the fiyst time, been hinted

up to Erode should be converted to the
din the South Indian Company’s system

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W, s. BETTS,
S Agent,
i3 ~—*_-—-—~.
- No. 208, ORDER THIREON, Oth June 1875, No. 1 ,625.
. l RAILWAY, No. 37. . RECORDED with reference to &, Q..

1600 dated 7Tth June 1875
in connection with which 5 further

expression of the views of the Agent and of the Directors of the South Indiap Railway

will be awaited. |
(True Extract.)

Major, R E,
'0fg. Joint Secretary o Guvernment,
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