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"Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
“ Tth June 1875.

- Read the following letters :—
No. 158. From Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E., Superintending Engineer,
Chingleput, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, dated Guindy, 18th February 1875, No. 3,933,

I nave the honor to submit, for the sanction of Government, a comparative
statement for the new Artillery Barracks
at Saint Thomas’ Mount showing a net
excess of Rupees 11,344 on the revised estimate sanctioned in G. 0., No. 639, dated
28th February 1872, or Rupees 550 less than 5 per cent. The excess is due chiefly to
the following causes :— ‘ »
1stly, the omission of certain items in the sanctioned estimate which were not-
foreseen when it was prepared, but subsequently found absolqtely necessary,
as shown in the comparative statement, to the amount qf Rupces 6,872 ;

1 Comparative Statement.

2ndly, a lump sum only having been entered in the sanctioned estimate for
“ drainages,” while the comparative statement provides each particular
work separately, as found necessary, according to actual measurements,
costing an additional sum of Rupees 1,750 ; and,

3rdly, additional work ordered by the Inspecting Engineer for Buildings in
lavatories; the increased cost in the items of brick in chunam ang wood-
work alone is Rupees 1,844.

2. The increases and decreases in other sanctioned . items compensate each Iother.
In so large a work as the Artillery Barracks, which have been in progress for six years,
such trifling differences generally occur in consequence of fluctuations in rateg
deterioration of materials, &c., and do not, thercfore, require special explanation. ,

8. The work is in fair progress, and there is every probability of the current
year’s allotment (25,610) being fully utilized before the 31st March 1875, 1y,
edditional sum necessary to complete the project (Rupees 11,344), as shown ip the
comparative statement, will be required next year, and I solicit that it may be granted
after 1st April next from the  Reserve,”

No. 159. From the same Officer, dated Camp at Nedumarém, 5th May 1875
No. 423. !

In reply to your memorandum, No. 390, dated 12th ultimo, I have the bonor ¢o
report that the additions were made by the Executive Engineer under a'ﬁisapprehension
of, my authority, )

2. He pointed out to me defectsin the flan or execution of the work, and
proposed remedies which I agreed to verbally, under the idea that a supplementa}

estimate would be submitted. The Executive Engineer seeing that the cost would be
within § per cent. of the estimated amount carried them out,

3. The brick in chunam is for thickening the walls of the reservoirs, which the
Inspecﬁﬂg Engineer for Buildings thought weak for the pressure of the water., The -
teak-wood is to cover them in more completely ; as also suggested by the Inspectin
Engineer, ' s
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public IVorks Department,
Tth June 1875.

4. Onhis visit he was satisfied that the tubs could not be put into the bath-

rooms, which were sub-divided by T
hea;lcd wells, and I desired that they
should be replaced by batten doors.

5. The iron pipes are to carry the
water to the cook-rooms.

6. The earthen pipes for removing
water from the baths, &ec., clear of the
wells. | |

7. The extra well is necessary to cover the supply over so long a range.

8. rl‘rhe'pumps I assented to under the feeling of general safety, approved by
Government in Order, No. 1,024, of 21st April 1874. ,

- 9. If they had n.ot been used we should have had to construct other means of
raising water not provided in the original estimate,

OO

»

No. 160. OrpEr THEREOY, 7th June 1875, No. 1,598.

.- ThE criginal estimate for the Royal
Artillery Barracks at St. Thomas' Mount
amounted to Rupees 2,053,010, and was

No. 57-2 of 1868-69. sanctioned by tlhe Government of India in
October 1868. A revised estimate, amounting to Rupees 2,37,685, was sanctioned by
the same authority in March 1872, and the
causes which led to the excess represented
by the difference between these two esti-
- mates have been fully reviewed in the
| ~,Order of Government marginally noted-
2. The District Enginecer with his letter above recorded submits a comparative
statement, which tends to show that the estimate last sanctioned will be excceded‘by

MILITARY WORKS, No. 6.

No. 96 B. M. of 1871.72.
No. 539, dated 28th February 1872.

Rupees 11,344. "This sum is somewhat less than 5 per cent. on the amount of the

current estimate, and, as an excess on an original estimate, it might pass with little

_ remark. Considering, however, that when the estimate of Rupees 2,37,885 for the whole

of the buildings was presented to Government it was based on work already executed
to about the value of Rupees 1,50,177, and that calculation had to be made only for
what remained to be done to the then estimated value of about Rupees 87,738, the
result as exhibited by the comparative statement is hardly satisfactory.

3. The excesses are stated to be due in part to omission in the first revised estimaté
and an analysis of the comparative statement shows that they account for Rupees 6,669

of the excess. Those most promincnt are noticed below :—
Wheels and cotton ropes to fan-lights, &e. ... s W G’;"
Gymnasium room floor ... e . 57;
Pointing to outer walls ... e e . €36
Cutting L\;ngle and clearing site, drainage ... ... .. 1,750
Arm-racks and punkahs .., wee ' aae o . 2:550

4 A further portion of the excess is due to the insufciency of the rates of
quan‘tlty of x.vork provided for. The most noticeable instances were in the case of the
granite ﬂqormg to the main building estimated to cost Rupees 34-3-7 per square, while
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
’ 7th June 1875.

the actual cost was for a considerable portion 40 Rupees per square, the excess or
this item amounting to Rupees 753. Again, in teak work for the lower storey there was
an excess of Rupees 663 owing to increase of rate. The above, with a number of
smaller amounts on different items, account for Rupees 3,156 of the whole excess.

.. . - The District Engineer-states that additional work to a considerable extent was

ordered by the Inspecting Engineer for Buildings as it was found necessary, and it -

appears in the comparative statement chiefly under the following heads :—

RS.
Brick in chunam ... e .. 1,416
Teak-wood ... 428
Batten doors . 190
Iron pipes ... . 467
Farther do..ev | eee e e . .. 207
Brick well ... .o oo vee e . 000
Force pumaps e 140
Fountain 270

The brick in chinam was used for thickening the walls of the reservoirs, which were
considered to be too weal ; the teak-wood was for covering thexg; the batten doors
were adopted in the bath-rooms because the arrangement provided was defective ; the
jron pipes, earthen pipes, brick well and force pumps all seem to have appeared neces-

sary in course of time.

6. The general
history of the building is tha
and carefully before the estim
buildings have been under ex

conclusion derived from a review of the present estimate and the
t the details were not considered and worked out fully
ate was framed. The length of time during which the
ecution (they were ‘commenced in 1868) has no doubt

added to their cost. The outlay for petty superintendence is thereby largely increased,
and the numerous changes in the staff engaged during 8o long a period is a serious
evil. The scanty allotments annually placed at the disposal ?f t}}e G?vemment of this
Presidency for Military works renders delay in their completion inevitable.

7. The revised estimate as now presented amounts to Rupees 2,46,920, but in
stating the excess over the last revised estimate an addition is made of Rupees 2,309,
which the District Engineer, in disregard of G. 0., No. 1,864, of the 11th July 1874,
has debited against the work as loss in teak-woed,” whereas he should on the contrary
bave credited it with the sale proceeds of the wood, amounticg to Rupees 560. The
estimate as corrected will, therefore, stand at Rupees 2,46,360, and is accordingly

sanctioned.
8. The expenditure up
Rupees 8,508 has to be provided in the current

brought the work forward in :
have been made. Under present circumstances, there is no alternative but to allot the

amount from the Reserve at the disposal of Government for Minor Works, which

to 31st March last was Rupecs 2,37,852, so that a sum of
year. Had the District Engineer

is accordingly done. Colonel Moberly will, however, furnish an explanation of the

omission referred to.
(True Extract.)

Major, R.E,
0fg. Joint Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, Chinéleput.
«, - Controller of Public Works Accounts.

Rzd. S. T. Austin. -
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his Budget lists separate provision for this excess might -
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