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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works _Depaitm ont, il
th Jure 1870. - . ‘ xi

No. 151, Read the following letter from Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E., Super-
intending EnginecT, Chingleput, to Tieutenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, R.E
Chicf Enginecr for Irrigation, ated Guindy, 13th May 1875, No. 530 o
IN ‘reply to G. 0., NO. 768-B, dated 18th March 1875, Ihave the hODOr to :

observe that the principal part of the unexpended amounts on the Chembrumbaukam

and Madras Water Works Projects is due (1) for ~compensation for land?(z) for

. raising the weirs and providing other means of discharging surplus, and (3) for

distributing channels under the Red Hiils and ‘Cholaveram Lakes. .

9. Thad every reason to expect that any amount which we could not spend ‘
would be absorbed in payment of compensatiqn; the measurements for calculating

_ which were, I understood from the Collector in his No. 270, of 31st July 1874, taken.

% . These measurements should have been made, I respectfully suggest, before the estimate
!
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was prepared, and payment made long since, as the loss to the people of their land
and money must be very gerious. o ] . ,
% 3. So far as irrigation was concerned, all the tapks were in good order; .
1{ ~ before I joined the district, they could be nearly filled 5 and, as we have had abun da:n;; - : 8
. ! rain during each season that T have been in Chingleput, all, or nearly all, the irrigable L R

{

|

i

i

»

area was cultivated.
4. My &ifficulties have all aridere from superabundance of water. In the
N | o o L E : ’ preliminary reports every endeavour was made to prove that the rivers would suppl
" " R ‘_ S o = - : - o L 1 water sufficient for the proposed objects. T cannot find: in the very meagré Statementys
| \ which are on MY records that any attempt was made to provide for the heavy falla
. of rain which, though not common, have occurred several times even in my memory
. There is pothing to show that the floods of 1872 an& 1874 were greater than thos;
i of 1846, 1847, and 1857, the latter being, I believe, some inches higher near the coast
" at any rate. ' . .
, -5, The flood of 1872 showed that the anicuts at Kasaveram, Koratur, and
. ' Tamarapak were insuffcient to pass the floods, and that the weirs by Whic;]. the
4 Katankal and Poosykal waters Were carried across the supply channel were some feet
. below the flood level of the Corteliar into which they discharged.
i 6. The Tamarapak anicut was Jengthened, but all my other proposals ‘were
| refused. - The works had been executed in 2 most costly manner, and the expected

‘‘‘‘‘‘

| yeturn was very small. I was gearful, therefore, of pressing my views which would

k cause additional upremunerative outlay, until at least all could be well considered :

| meanwhilé, the tanks were tolerably gafe, safer than if the Wei}:s were finished a;

z propbsed, and as I said before 1 expected that payment, in compensation for land '

T S e ] . occupied, would absorb ell money not expended by us. - .

R » i R BN S v L : o B . 7. Ably supported as T thought by Captain Smith’s arguments in his letter,
O R S T E * . . ges G. 0., No. 284, dated 99pd February ifgpi’ll%’ of 4th November 1874, I

1875. ed the question of more Waterway.
. ) T do not know of the instructions which
you report Were given on the €th Japuary. If they were yerbal, T respectfully submit
I A Lo ERNCATEA TR ey . that they bear 1O authority, and that I should have aid myself open to censure if
T S e i o e TR S R N E: " i 1 bad acted oB them. Dut in 8oy case T did not hear fhem, and even mow I do
: N ' pot know what length they would have admitted of my building in continuation of

100shy Weir-
8. From your Nos. 451 and 452, dated 1st instant, I am glad to find . myself
authorized " to €3Ity out the extensions of the Rooshy, Katankal, and Boosykal to
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which, I submi
‘ » 1 submit, should have been prepared by the officer who framed the desig0- Just
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‘ roceedings of the dudras Gorernment, Public Works Dcpar tments

5¢h June 1875- ///
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————

lengths whi
ch, T believe. wi . "
we have to de,al W:t;:‘ e, will enable us fairly to manage the large quantlt10§ o

9. .
My request, refused in 1872, to insert sluices in the Ited Hill woib has beg;
y

also grant
granted lately. There has been delay in preparing the estimate produced

hecessity for
m . . .
quarters, y frequent and continued abscnce on inspection duty from

ith
10. I have not had the paper® wit

Smce Obtainod_ t ﬁnd the Plﬂns

F.I ML me, and eveR qmow canno 1o

11. Our ’ on which your remarks were me 'tc ere
proposals, made after actual expericnce of floods and their cﬁec. N N

t Dasins Coy

1y recorded ; we have had to collect Jdata as to catchmen

and his
executive ; .
successors had a considerable establishment assigned to em.

before I
took
Chembmmbauk‘;p my office as Superintending Lngineer, the Officer
m was removed, and his duty added to that of the Mount Tang
ft

Who a few
mon .
ths after again had to take up in addition 3 large part ©

Tal
+81uq and the Madras Water Works :
- ) ou

12. 18 .
: special establis
pecial establishments, each under an officer, Were pecessary t0°€

works alreq
had to repag Pl: en I:cd, I “’*’1""'“““3' urge that they were still more 110005\“‘31?' w
causes of Suchgd ar‘;afam‘&ggs in a very limited period of time, and to discover
from the same rain af’;,l having also more than our usual work in conseque
e 13. 8o far f?:m ii-(():():ifvto :he tanks,' channels, and romls: .
months’ services of g any assistance, I have during the- two §
Mr. Harington'’s § one of my Exceutive Officers. 1 was obhige
desired me Persono{{l nal application for leave as he was very unwell ; and the Gover?™ N
I:ast year 1 fol'“'::lr({ (tlo undertake the charge of the range a3 wellasof ™ distri©
Government grantede‘t Mr. Goodchap’s application for leave for three montds: Bis
suceessor three montl;” ;Omovoq him to another district on his retur® and §3%°
$' leave without consulting me.

14 On
me h
as fallen all the consequent additional labor. The Gowmmcﬂt o

aware h()w Crit.
T 1cal was the s ) Les-
hey have not, 1 1)c-1ievc:e state of matters at the Red Hills and Cholaﬂ‘ﬂ““)[a Iras

a . appreci .

:;d the risk of revenue “P]P.T t;uated the magnitude of the injury further from
han .. vhich was immi oy ;
I;e}s again into working ord as imminent on our failing to &° the apic?

9. Our eft S order. |
tank cllorts wer . .
anks, and with much h'mlel 510 far successful that we maintained the supply to
ardlabor made the banks retain the supply- The revenu®

2€eNn gecur

ed cach

receiy year, but the hard-wor ve
ed a word of recognition hard-worked members of the dcpartmc‘llt ba

16. An
. my avail; o .
supplies are dra uble leisure I spent in examining the country from which ot

discharei Wwh to procure :
hargm g ou data in support of my pre 'P“-"“L“ for imrcnsed means

ham T eurplus wate . ts
perus. Te r, and here T would obscrve how the new requireme™;

fore

elab . asurvey establis i
o;-&te statements, “‘hicl); o tabh.shmont can be sanctioned, we are called upon to subm®
at it 1‘1 I'was anxious to th"l‘qmrcs consideralle tepographical know ledge to qve

8 \ ; . :
o get some clue to the junctions and diversions of the hambakﬂ

. , of the Kat
railwavs atankal and Boosvk . e
78 and the revenue of the oosykal. These streams very seriously 1 ucn\c“iatz‘r

Works and ;
m Cheml
rumbanl: seTs

the
bas

lar )
R g]e tract of country, ending in {he Madras
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
gth June 1870 '

18. Mr. Bowyer-Smyth and a Surveyor were assigned to me for the examination
of the direct catchment basin of Chembrumbaukan Take. I wasordered to instro ot him
as to his work ; with one gmall exception, my sketch might be substituted for his
survey ; the only mistake which I made was in overlooking the fact that water from one
<hort range of ground Was prevented from flowing into the Cooumby an irrigation

channel which intercepts it.

19. I submit that a little more liberty of action might be given to officers at

least of my standing in the service. _ '
90. There remains now to mention the non-execution of the distributing channels

under the Red TIills and Cholaveram Takes. I beg that your remark in paragraph 3
. D

n'm}.f be proper}y applied,*¢ unless the Pre-

Jiminary work (of surveying) had been

gob through before cultivation com-

Note, dated 22nd February 1875, No. 224.
G. 0., No. 763-B, dated 18th March 18795.

. menced ; it was unlikely that any of the channels could have been cut.” T have neve
. seen the ccuntry froe from cultivation. r

1 submit that this preliminary survey should

have been made before the plans Were laid before Government originally, or at least
before the Wllole area was laid under water from the completion and the constant
retention of water in the lakes. _ ,

91. A very considerable sum of money was spent in contouring a number of
lines, from which T learn that & large ared, including the town of Madras, is below th
level of the Red Hills water. With very much other work on my hands I ¢ aJlez
repeatedly, but in vain, for the plans; when I got them I found them wutterl
valucless, but according to instructions. ‘ y

99. The worst Was that precious time Was gone; and, with the .possession of
abundance of water, the cultivators were perpetually irrigating ; fields here and there
were in turns left for 2 while, but it was jmpossible to make a continuous survey such
as we need, the most important being the surplus channel which is now obstructed and
diverted so frequently that its natural line can only be found by an instrument.

93, Asan jnstance of the small consideration to details in the original projeet, I
d here point out that the northern sluice which must irrigate several thousa,n d

woul
acres is built with its tail into the surplus channel. The papers do not show how the

water was to have reached the high level country.
94. Another point on which much depends has not been considered that T know

of. The area to be jrrigated has been calculated with reference to the contents of the
lakes, but the Madras delivery cluice floor is nearly 10 feet above that of our irrigation
cluices, and 2 foot of water must be kept on it to procurc & flow. The President of
the Municipal Commission claims that Madras is to be supplied first.

95. If this be so, 1 cannot count on the use of 23 millions of yards of water
which lie below {heir means of using, and must deduct 2,877 acres from my cultivable

area. : » |
96. A Surveyor is now endeavouring to level over this ground. Beside his

ordinary work, Captain Smith has to restore the very serious damage done at Kasa-
veram, to lengthen the anicuts at Koratur, the Tooshy, Katankal, and Boosykal weirs
and the sluices in the Red Hills Tanks. Ile has alsoa work of much anxiety a;
Tamarapak ; the foundations of tho anicut have been washed away in a most extraordi-
nary manner ; the concrete (if concrete was used) inside the wells cannot be traced ;

the wells themselves have fallen to pieces ; they were apparently put together in léngths,

not joined to oneé another. A detailed report will be sent shortly.
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g Ordnan®
P works at Avag “plain Smith is also nominated for the spmal duty of c‘,nmmhl:;m ﬂppmﬂ
; . maty eStxma? dy (sce G, 0., No, — of 3lstJuly 1874). I have prf“lmndl quarter®
{ and hobpxtal €8 mysclf, and have nlso drawn the plans for new barracks, family
i at p Oﬂnﬂm’lnt'o under G, 0 No. 909 of 15th June ]Sl 1. b past
f I behe\e th - t! t dunnn t ﬂ'
. three ycarsm ere would be no difficulty in showing tia f
“ f o Unusyg ore work than usual has been turned out of my office;
¢
(5
i

rai
18 Irrigation works are in such order that very little revenue

ﬂlat co
MMmunjeq mansg
é Ove the avemil:ns are gencrally good, and the general fruits of my

2.
X | during I can cons"mm‘ouﬂy say that Thave not had harder work or Mor
o : thre -cight }'cars of departmental service than I have had in
. P
el e o

af . (—‘ e ony h‘h‘” i Sy O \mgutxon repairs, X beg to Po T out Ty owing the ¥ ition
o Qasiricte wwith -~ 'l,‘,‘“” "’”‘L 2% 238R ofte the 1
ACTS With o % moa level, we could nmot i wor scon aiter thé cyclone

L and work to the Va]u <“\ter outia.n but the amount actually paid for was Rupees 85,375,
S Rupees 16,583 was also measured.

Jl, OH/}" Lupees 3,212 were paid on Minor New Works, but Rupees 7 50 more

i
1 could have been spent if contractors had not be
{ . ey, €0 very remiss in attending for their

the last

No, 152, 18
i I 0, 152 OrpEr THEREON, 5th June 1875, No. 1,594,

IRRIGATION, No. 12. I G. 0., No. 768-B, of the 16th March

; 1 last, it wag rémarked that the almost entire
absence of progressin the Madras Water
factory, and in the letter now recorded the

- S

Works Project was considered most unsatis

B
upermtendmrr Engineer has afforded explanations, which, for the most part, are not t0

{
S

} L © point, because he has not shown either what work remained to be done under this
}

. Project, or what items of that remainder could or could not have been carried out Pnor
NS . to the close of 1874-75.

R . tircumstances which made
T it is possible that an outla

Had he taken up these items successively, and stated the
the postponement of their completion necessary or desirable,

of B y of Rupees 1,270 in the year, against an original allotment
upees 30,000, which must be taken as the Superintending Engineer’s estimate of

. . w
s p::ll;: ;;qmmlg to be carried out during the year, or as his estimate of possible and
X HE able progress, might have been shown to be satisfactory. As it is the opinion of

‘ :ie gonorable the Governor in Council, as to improvement in the administration in
® Chingleput District being needed, remains unaltered, |

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. 0. HASTED, Major, R.E,
Of7. Josnt Secretary to Government.

To the Suyerm’cend.mg Engineer, Chingleput.
»  Chiet Engmeer for Trrigation.

Exd. A Grobert,
Bpare Copies
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