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| | ; | 1 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
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No. 110-A. Read the following lett i
i . neat ing letter from Captain ROSS THOMPS -
| sttle.cff Engxr):eer, Prez?ldency, to Iieutenant-Colonel J. MULLIgg ’ ggy
- ‘ Officiating Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public ,W'. }:
IR | o R , Department, dated Fort 8t. George, 25th May 1875, No 963' o
o - o . ‘ o K y . : . I rave the honor to report that from the only records of the Wallajah foot
| | ‘ o - | N ‘ : > Dlan, bridge Wh.ich are to be found in the office
- ] 1 Revised Estimate. of the District Engineer, Presidency, it
: 1 Comparative Statement. _ appears that plans and estimates for, its
construction were first called for by “the

' Military Board » on the 13th December 1852.
9. A “plan, section, and elevation of one bay of a foot bridge, showing the
o

co proposed method of construction,” was prepared by the Chief Engi :

L H ) I . nant-Colonel A. Cotton ; this plan is gatfd 21thy Decembzfr Il?gggle:gdﬂ;: Lliute-

, | :‘ o o T | ‘ ‘ ostimate for the whole foot bridge, amounting to Rupees 3,032-15-11, and beara‘l d,in
o o ‘. ‘ | ‘ . -} 17th February 1853, was prepared by the Superintending Engineer of the Presi%ie: Y *

- L ‘  Division. 4 7

I | 3. The design of the bridge as it now stands is not the same as the desi

’ «prepared by the Chief Engineer in December 1852. There i3, however, no recoxldgiz
‘ the Presidency District Engineer’s Office to show when, or by whom, the design was |
_ altered.
4. The platform of the bridge in the Chief Engineer's design depends for
pon struts radiating from the single row of piles, whilst in the bridge as
ported by two wooden lattice girders resting on Zroqg
These girders also form the side railings or parape;:s

C . ‘ o S . o ‘ ‘ ‘ support u
‘ T | . | o S S . constructed the platform is sup
o T ‘ C - L N ﬂ . timbers over each of the piles.-
R o - B o o of the foot bridge.
| ‘ a % ) 5  TFrom the year 1853 up to
' . thing regarding the bridge.

. In an extract from the proceedings of the President of the Municipal C.om-
he Town of Madras, under date the 6th of April 1868, communicated to
4th (Presidency) Division, by the Assistant President,

the year 1868 1 have been umnable to trace any-

L B o o SRR || mission for t

o “ ” _— X R L o ‘ : o the Superintcnding Engineer,
ST S LT S e the following paragraph occurs:—

| o e S + « The Executive Engineer (of the Municipality) brought to the notice of the

, : President in memorandum, No. 21, dated the 8th January 18068, the rotten condition oé

the Wallajah bridge.- Since this, the parapets have been

‘ i o oL Lo o o A ~ the wooden railings over
TR L SRR L T : Do plastered and the wooden foot bridge repaired, but the railing protecting the sides of
o NI o o ot " the bridge has nof becn touched.” ,
S o B g : 7. The next reference to the work isin a letter from the Superintending En i
o 1@ " neer, 4th Division, to the Fxecutive Engineer, Southern Range, Presidency, and is ga;

L S “ SRIEN follows :— ‘
, G «The Superintending Engineer haviug inspected the Wallajah bridge . thi

the Executive Engineer, Presidency Division, Scuthern Range, is ;;

seds thorough repair as pointed ouf on the spot to Colonel B ea;l It

castern bays of the wooden fool bridge and bring them

CoT e e T ‘ o | , opinionthatitn
S A | will be well to ilp Lift the two-
1 of the bridge.

to the general leve X
8. Acting on {hese instructions the Executive Engineer gubmitted an estimate
)

dated 5th June 1868, amounting to Rupees 960, for repairing the Wallajah bridge
g0
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‘design, as it is in no way adapted to

ot i .. ﬂr
- e - e TN o kT M
AT < by e 7 Tt e . \ /\\‘“r Rrg
. PR ) , AN
- T s gy N 7
R Y s ... g o, stmstomibis s o " o N
'MWNM

Mw“' e
. Mv—v e e e ot e v et et . et tmere s i A .
Proceedmgs of the Madras Go

eriment, Public Works I)ppartmmi.
4h June 1875,

—

and « raising the we

MM«JW
oden foot bride »

expended on the Wall nese

9. Thisestimate

-

Of this sum Rupees 530 were to be

2jah bridge ang Rupees 420 on the foot bridge.

Was “sanctioned” by the Superi 1 i 4th Division
T . ) ¥ the Superintending Engineer,
7 for immediate execution” in a memorandum to the Executive Engineer, dated 27th
une 1868, The work app

: ears to have b ordi nd carried out
10 the latter hajf of the ye een accordingly commenced a

ar 1868. .
10' . . \d
grant, to u?e I:tthe uth_Of January 1869, the Executive Engineer applied for a further

estimate of g ¢ on the Wallajah bridge and foot-way, m excess of th?
o \upees 950;'and on the 17th February 1869 he submitted a compars
ve statement apg revised estimate for the work, amounting to Rupees 1’41?’
vide enclosures marked F and G. The portion referring to the foot bridge 18
underlined wity red pencil, showing an excess on the original estimate of Rs. 460
nt shows that Rupees 620 were spent on the Wallajah bridge
on the repairs of the foot bridge. It will be observed from
1t marked G that two new piles were estimated for, but 8
' carfing pieces on to them instead of entirely replacing them
Wlf:h DeW ones. This, Lowever, had no effect in any way in bringing about the late
aceldent ; the piles, although scarfed, still étanding firmly in position.
11.  From this period, viz,, 1869 up to the present time there are no records to
show whether the foot bridge cver again underwent repairs,
. 12, On the 28th April 1875 the eastern bay of the foot bridge, marked in red
10k G H on plan, gave way under a number of people who had assembled on it to see
the funeral procession of the late Lord Hobart Pass to Fort St. George. The lattice
girder on the northern or up-stream side of the bridge gave way as nearly as possible

in the middle. The lattice girder on the southern or down-stream side is still suspended
between its supports, but wrenched and

The Comparative stateme
repairs, and Rupees 790
the comparatiye stateme
Saving was effecteq by s

broken timbers, and 1 am
had a considerably greater
to support. The teakwood
M exposure to the sun, it has
3 well-seasoned log. In my
safely endured the Pressure of the ordinary foot
or five years, Probably longer.,

mmend the Testoration of the bridge on the old

Carrying a crowq of eopl
that the Wallajah bridge, as it stands, is not capable vooPe L am not at all sure

) of carryip .
18 likely to pass over it, except upon VETy rare occasions, ying all the traffic which

weight placed upon them than they
of which they were built is free from
become drier and more brittle than ¢
opinion, the broken bay would have
traffic of the bridge for another four

decay, Though, fro
eak freshly cut from

et e,

No. 110-B. ORDER THEREON, 4th June 1875, No. 15774

CIVIL WORES, No. 12-A. | Lz Monorable the Gayernor i4 Couneil
°PINion that the Testoration of the

foot bridge alongy;
‘ . . . . ’ gside the Walla ‘3
1s pecessary, and the District Engineer, Presidency, wij Prepare ang gyp x:i):h bridge

and estimate for a new bridge in which a strong iron lattiee .-

© girder shoylq
for wood and iron for wooden piles. The structure shoylq 1, bes

a design
ubstituted
€ capable of Wwithstanding
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dras Governmen‘t, Public Works Department,

- M
Proceedings of the Ma 4th June 1875.

; ing the broken
people. y o time an estimate should be gubmitted for restoring
2. At thesam

T isite.
mination be found requist
‘the bridge a8 may on €xa . hall have been
necessary, of the rest of 1;;i:e Wofk’ must be postponed until Ordgrfas ;; possible.
5 el ciI'ISt:;cs they should be submitted with as little delay
d on these estimates,
Passe

(True Extract.)
| (Signed) J. O. HASTED, Major; R.E,
Officiating Joint Secretary to Government.

To the District Engineer, Presidency;

o Tl (BEF

Exd. E. C. Shunker-
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