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T Proceedings of the Madras Goyernment, Public*Works Department,
2nd June 1875.

Read the following papers :— ’

Yrom Colonel A. STEWART, R.A., Inspector-General of Ordnance and

Magazines, to Colonel A. C. SILVER, Secretary to Government, Military
Department, dated Fort St. George, 10th May 1875, No. G-36.
Witk reference to order (a) of Goveérnment and my communication (4) in which
I brought to notice the inconvenience
expericneed by the Ordnance Department
‘ owing to the paucity of powder vams in
possession of the Railway authorities for conveyance of combustibles, I have the honor
again to bring this matter under the consideration of Government.

9. In my letter (5) I reported that the Agent and Manager of the Madras Rail-
way Company had intimated Lis intention to indent on Ingland for six iron brake vans
fitted with a compartment for combustibles, 50 that, ¢n their receipt, the Company might
be in 2 pdsitic;n to place at the disposal of the scveral departments of Government three
powder vans, each capable of carrying five tons of gunpowder, and I urged upon
Government the insufficiency of that number ; but 1lis Ixcellency the Commander-in-
Chicf entertained a different opinien for
reasous stated in letter (¢), which opinion
‘ Government endorsed.

3. It will be observed by a re-pgmsal of the extract from the Agent and Manager's
letter qﬁoted in my letter (¢) that he proposed to indent on England for six iron brake

No. 50.

No. 1,511, dated 1st May 1873.
(((bl)) *,, G-10, ’ , 9th April ,,

&) No. 3,064, -dated 24th April 1873, from
Quartermastcr—General to Government.

vans fitted with a compartment for combustibles, and not six powder vans, as supposed by '

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. ) \

4. These compartments may possibly be very small; and it appears to have been
merely surmised by the Railway authorities that by such brake vans being used three
poWdCf vans in all would become available for the several departments of Government.

5. It is now two years since the Agent and )Ignzxgor stated that the arrangement
in question would be carried out, bﬁt I am not aware of any result.

" 6. Miuch inconvenience is experienced by this deficicney of safe means for convey-
ing powder. Very lately the Ordnance Officer, Grand Arsenal, reported as follows :—
« When the wings of the 27th Native Infantry were starting hence after landing from
Burmah, it was desirable to send a powder van with the train conveying each wing,
but it was !

swder van could be got for the first wing, because, shortly previous, ammunition had

been sent to Secunderabad, and on that occasion, though three powder vans were

ired, two only were obtained.” |

7. ' 1 therefore beg to solicit a re-consideration of my letter (2), and to recommend
{he Railway authorities be moved to expedite the supply of the six iren brake
of the description mentioned above, and the early adoption of whatever arrange-
s may be considercd necessary, to prevent a recurrence of the inconvenience now

requ

that
vans
went

reported. ! : *

)

No. 2,261, . < .

RerereeD to the Commander-in-Chief for Iis Exccllency’s observations,

A. C. BILVER, Colonel, . -
Secretary to G’ovemment, AM.D.

QOTACAMUND, (Signed)
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