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DLrocecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works IJ{%&?M@E
' 28th May 1875. ‘ ,

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. IT. M. SITAW-

STEWART, R.E, Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Coloncl .. W,
WALKER, R.E,, Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
Madras, 8th May 1875, No. 262 :— ‘ \
' ADVERTING to the Proceedings of Government noted in the margin, I haye the
honor to submit for consideration letter
No. 479, dated the Tth instant, from the
Agent of the Madras Railway Company
upon the subject of the mail train scrvice
. ' on the North-West Line,

2. It will be remembered that, before October 1874, the up mail train left Madras
at 6 P, reaching Ilsichore at 11-30 4. on the following day; while the down mail
train left Raichore at 1-35 P.M‘L, and reached Madras at 6-30 A.x.  These arrangements

'‘No. 534.

No. 3,620, 28th December 1874,
» 310, 4th February 1875.
» 408, 13th ’ "

were necessarily suspended in consequence of the disastrous floods during Oclober; '

and the train service, which reccived the approval of Government on the 28th December
1874, provided for the up mail leaving Madras at 6 a.x., and reaching Gooty at 7 par. ;

leaving the latter station at 6-45 a.M. on the next day, and arriving at Daichore at -

11-30 a2r.  Provision was also made for the down mail leaving Raichore at 1-35 r.u.,

TN g RN

KN
7

»

;'

and reaching Gooty at 6 p.u.; lea'ving Gooty at 4 a.x. the next day, and arriving at .

Madras at 5-5 p.ag.
3. The letter which accompanies this was written in reply to a question as to the
date when it wag proposed that the night scrvice should be resumed, and it will be seen

that the Railway Authorities are of opinion that the existing arrangements should °
remain undisturbed. The reasons given in support of this proposal are that the day -
mail service is more convenient to the native portion of the travelling community, that
it fully meets the requircments of the Post Office, and that it can be worked at less cost, -

4. To the first of these rcasons I do not attach very much importauce, In

addition to the mail service, there is now, as there always has been, a slower local train -

service between Madras and Cuddapah ; so that,.in the event of the night service being

resumed, those who dislike to use it would still have the option of making their journeys
by day; the only difference being that they would have to halt for the night at .
Cuddapah instead of at Gooty. For example, the journey between Madras and Dellary -

would then, as now, occupy two days.

5. The second of the assigned reasons concerns the postal arrangements solely,

and I am not competent to offer an opihion upon the point. There can, however, be no

doubt that the convenicnce of the mercantile ¢ommunity, and of the letter-writing

1 am safe in affirming that the Postmaster-General would strongly advocate it,
6. There remains the question of economy of working, and ~n this point there

can be no doubt that the resumption of the night scrvice will entail a certain amount .
When the night service of trains was first introduced upon the |

North-west Line this question was discussed at considerable length, and a reference to

the Proceedings of Government noted in the margin will show that, in spite of a certain

incrcase fn the workinr exmenses, the
S L y
Government were of opinicn that the
public had a right to call for the establishe
ment of a night scrvice,

No. 952, 22nq March 1869,
» 2,259, 10iL July
» 8,138, 28(h Sept. v
» 1,031, 13th April 1870,

»

w

©_portion of the public, would be met by a resumption of the night scrviee ; and I believe
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Proceed/nys of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
23¢h May 1375.

7. After careful consideration of the question, I am of opinion that the night
service of traing ought to be resumed as soon as the repairs to the injured bridges have
been completed. The favor of early instructions is solicited in order that the
Decessary arrangements may be made, both by the Railway and the Postal Depart ments.

[’

From R. B, ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to Lisutenant-

Colonel J. II, M. SHAW.STEWART, R.E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
Madras, 7th May 1875, No. 479, '

2. Asthe great object which the Com
encouraging travelling, it seems to me that it
et least are concerned, a day service of trains is more likely to ensure this res
night, and as it would appear from Mr. Church’s letter that the existing arrangements fully mee
the requirements of the Post Office, I cannot too strongly urge upon the Government the advisa

bility of allowing the present arrangement of trains on the North-west Line to remain
undisturbed. ‘

A ——— n

From IL T, CIIURCII, Bsq., Traffic Manager, to R. B. ELWIN, Egq., Agent angd Manager
of the Madras Railway Company, dated Madras, 5th May 1875, No, C-A & .

435
CoxsurTiNg Engineer’s letter, dateq 1st May, No. 439 with enclosure from the Postmaster-
General.

night service, and is conce

‘the Chief Superintendent of the Travelling Post Office in India, that the Present service fullj:
g orily

meots the requirements of the Post Office, that the work of sorting is not only moro satisfact
performed by day, but iy absolutely less costly to the Post Office, I woulq strongly recommend that

1o change should be made in the existing arrangements,
I would here observe that on the Siat
solely becanse a ni ght servico entaily so .

10l ad.litional cost, and T
better than follow the practice of the State

Railways in this respect,

No. 535, ' OrpER THEREON, 23th May 1875, No. 1,481, .

Tax Honorable the G
| . observes that the night train serviee on the

. North-west Line wags decided upon after
full consideration of the advantages and disadvantages, Unfortunatoly the floods of

last October and the serious damage occasioned by them neeessitate
suspension of this serviee, but the Government have in no way altere
to the importance of running the mail train to Bombay through withoyt more than a
brief stoppage en route, and as soon as the night traing can 1, resumed without rigk,
the time table in force prior to the accidents of October shoulq be reverted to, so far as
regards the mail train on the North-west Line,

RAILWAY, No. 58.

overnor in Council

d the temporary
d their opinion ag
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, £ p / y
: . 28th May 1875.

e S

2. The Government hope to learn at an early date that the night trains may be

esumed with safety, '
) ¢ (True Extract.)

Major, R.E.,
0fg. Joint Secretary to Government,

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
»w Postmaster-General.
»  Financial Department.

Bxd. 8. T. Au-tin,

Spare Copies
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From
The Consulting Engineer,
_ for Railways,

P .

To
, he Secrctary to Government,
oo , P. W. Department,

ort Saint George.
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